
In conjunction with the Israel Institute of New Zealand, we’ve put together a brief guide 
for the upcoming election, rating each party on four categories relating to policy toward 
Israel. Here’s how they stack up (graphic, with explanations below). For more 
information about anything in this guide, go to https://bit.ly/2020VotersGuide.

THE ISSUES

Oppose Funding Extremism  New Zealand gives at least $1m to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), which has been found to employ staff who 
have praised Hitler, denied the Holocaust, glorified terror, and incited violence on social 
media. UNRWA also runs schools that use textbooks which the United Nations 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination said “fuels hatred and may 
incite violence”. We looked to see if any party had voiced opposition to Kiwi tax dollars 
funding this extremism.

Condemn Terror  There have been periods of intense attacks on Israel, including 
hundreds of missile attacks, flaming kites, and violent riots from Gaza; and stabbing, 
shooting, and explosive attacks by Arab Palestinians from Judea and Samaria (the West 
Bank). There has also been clear incitement to terror from Arab Palestinian leaders, 
including the ‘pay to slay’ policy of the Palestinian Authority (the PA financially rewards 
Palestinians and/or their families for the murder of Israeli civilians). We looked to see if 
any political party has condemned these terror acts or incitement.

Support Negotiated Solution  It is widely acknowledged that a just and peaceful 
solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict is likely to only come from direct negotiations. We 
looked to see what position each political party took in this regard.

Support Ties With Israel  The modern state of Israel has, in the past 72 years, 
made the desert bloom and become an international leader in agri-tech, medicine, 
cyber-security, green-tech, food-tech, and other fields. The innovation agreement (and 
associated ‘landing pad’ in Tel Aviv) between Australia and Israel is estimated to 
contribute to bilateral trade worth approximately $2b annually. We looked to see if New 
Zealand political parties had expressed a desire for closer ties with Israel.
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PARTY POSITIONS

National Party  National has not made any comment on New Zealand funding 
extremism; nor has National has mentioned Palestinian terror or the incitement to 
terror from Palestinian leaders. However, the party has apologised for their role in 
UNSC2334, showing a willingness to encourage a negotiated solution rather than 
pressuring only one side to make concessions. And National MPs have indicated they 
would like to have a NZ embassy in Israel (rather than the ambassador being based in 
Turkey), clearly showing a desire for closer relations.

Labour Party  The Israel Institute of New Zealand has contacted Prime Minister 
Ardern about New Zealand funding extremism and she has failed to respond. Labour 
has not mentioned Palestinian terror or the incitement to terror from Palestinian 
leaders. One of their MPs has, however, expressed support for the discriminatory BDS 
campaign. BDS singles out Israel for opprobrium and is incompatible with a 
negotiated solution. When confronted by the Israel Institute of New Zealand, Labour 
leaders condoned the MP’s support. Even if the stated policy of Labour is to support a 
negotiated solution, their actions speak louder. This also speaks to Labour’s desire for 
closer relations with Israel.

New Zealand First  The Israel Institute of New Zealand has contacted Foreign 
Minister Peters about New Zealand funding extremism and he has failed to respond. 
NZ First has not mentioned Palestinian terror or the incitement to terror from 
Palestinian leaders. Nor have they made any comment about a possible solution to the 
conflict or NZ-Israel relations.

Green  The Green party has not made any comments on any of the issues canvassed 
in this guide. However, there is a history, beyond the last election, of antagonism 
toward Israel. For example, in 2016 Marama Davidson joined the ‘Freedom Flotilla’ 
publicity stunt to ‘end the blockade’ of Gaza - essentially in aid of Hamas. More 
recently, Golriz Ghahraman falsely suggested Israel was committing ‘genocide’ and 
‘apartheid’ and falsely said Jesus’ mother was a Palestinian.

New Conservative  The New Conservative Party has a clear policy position on 
Israel. They have committed to NZ withdrawing funding of UNRWA, partly based on 
its promotion of extremism; New Conservatives have clearly stated their opposition 
to terror against Israel, expressed support for a negotiated solution, and clearly stated 
their desire for a New Zealand embassy in Jerusalem.

Act  Act has not made any comments on any of the issues canvassed in this guide. 
However, Act responded to the Israel Institute of New Zealand to say while they do 
not comment on international affairs, they are supportive of Israel. Act leader, David 
Seymour has hosted the Israeli ambassador on a number of occasions and made a 
point of meeting him following his return after NZ co-sponsored UNSC 2334.

One Party  One Party has clearly said they will stop the use of Kiwi tax-payer money 
“funding UNRWA, which is implicated in fostering antisemitism and encouraging 
radicalism, until there is evidence of reform.” One Party has also clearly condemned 
terror against Israel and have pledged to designate Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) and Hezbollah as terrorist entities. While they have not stated a view 
on a solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, One Party strongly supports closer 
ties, including a New Zealand embassy in Jerusalem and stronger trade ties.

OUTSTANDING MPs

Alfred Ngaro (National)  

Alfred Ngaro 
restarted the 
New Zealand-
Israel 
Parliamentary 
Friendship 
Group and has 

repeatedly committed his 
support for Israel.

Simon O’Connor 
(National)  
Simon O’Connor 
is a strong 
supporter of 
Israel and has 
advocated the 
NZ embassy 
move to Israel 

from Turkey. He has also 
recorded an interview with the 
Israel Institute of New Zealand, 
available at https://bit.ly/3hqEfpc

Todd McClay (National)  
Todd McClay is 
a strong 
supporter of 
Israel and has 
advocated the 
NZ embassy 
move to Israel 
from Turkey.

DISAPPOINTING MPs

Dr Duncan Webb (Labour)  
is a supporter of 
BDS,  hosted 
Mike Treen for 
lunch on his 
return from the 
‘Freedom 
Flotilla’, and has 
said that “a 

strong Zionist lobby” controls 
US politics.

Golriz Ghahraman 
(Green)  falsely 
suggested Israel 
was committing 
‘genocide’ and 
‘apartheid’ and 
falsely said Jesus’ 
mother was a 
Palestinian.




