
I was recently sent an email promoting a 
prize draw to be held in Israel. First prize 
was a beautiful, brand-new apartment in 
Jerusalem. Whilst I don’t qualify under the 
‘right to return’ to win the grand prize, it 
did intrigue me and so I took a quick look 
at the pictures. With stunning views in 
almost every direction, the apartment is 
most definitely a wonderful home. With 
all the modern conveniences, top-quality 
construction and materials, and a sleek, 
modern design, one could just sit on one 
of the balconies and survey the wonder 
that is Jerusalem. Reading through the list 
of attributes however, my eye quickly 
jumped to one in particular: a ‘protected 
room’ – as required by legislation. It took 
my Kiwi mind a moment or two before I 
realised what this was: Israeli law requires 
all such homes to include this ‘protected 
room’ – a bomb shelter. Immediately it 
brought my mind crashing back to the 
reality that our Israeli brothers and sisters 
must live with, the ever-present threat.

The news also recently shared of AirBnB, 
a short-term property rental organisation, 
who have now removed Israeli properties 
in Judaea and Samaria – the ‘occupied 
territories’. Although the organisation has 
not removed listings for any other 
‘occupied territory’ anywhere else in the 
world, only Israel, the usual crowd of 
loud, uneducated voices have been 
echoing this ridiculous move as some sort 
of victory for human rights.

No longer able to relax and enjoy the 
naivety that New Zealand’s isolation has 
often afforded us in the past, I am also 

reminded of even more sad news of the 
last few weeks. The tragic shooting in 
Pittsburgh, where so many were brutally 
slain by a racist gunman, brought 
devastating violence to peaceful Jewish 
worshippers in their synagogue. But then, 
whilst watching music awards here in 
New Zealand we saw another racist low-
life call for violence against Israel, a 
moment of great shame and 
embarrassment to most New Zealanders. I 
notice that in both cases the New Zealand 
government was deafeningly silent.

That said, we also look back to October 
and the hugely successful Israel70 project. 
The showcase event was a wonderful 
evening, and a powerful message was 
sent: Israel has many friends here in New 
Zealand and around the Pacific. Thank 
you so much to those from around the 
country who contributed to this project 
and gave in support of Aliyah, and 
especially to those who purchased tickets 
and came to the event. Our friend Perry 
Trotter took some wonderful photos of 
the occasion that you can see on our 
facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/C4IsraelNZ/

This month our Jewish friends are 
celebrating Hanukkah. This is a 
wonderful celebration, also known as the 
festival of lights, which commemorates 
the rededication of the Second Temple in 
Jerusalem at the time of the Maccabean 
Revolt in 165BC. Hanukkah events are 
being held in Auckland, Wellington and 
Christchurch, with the lighting of the 
Hanukkah candles on the Menorah. If you 

are able to get along to one of these 
celebrations, it would be wonderful to 
support our Jewish community.

This year has been a challenging one; a 
year of continued growth – and all the 
associated administration challenges that 
go with it -, and a year in which we have 
seen some truly amazing things. I would 
like to take this opportunity to personally 
thank each and every one of you, our 
supporters. By reading the Israel & 
Christians Today, being better informed 
about the true situation in Israel, through 
to those who continue to faithfully send 
in their support so we can bless those in 
Israel, Christians for Israel New Zealand is 
able to continue to inform, inspire and 
comfort. We look forward to seeing even 

more of God at work in Israel and here in 
New Zealand in 2019.

To all our friends in New Zealand and 
throughout the Pacific Islands, may you 
have a wonderful Christmas and a blessed 
New Year. | Photo: Mark Nakasone, Flickr, 
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NEW ZEALAND Informs

Inspires

Comforts

By Bryce Turner, New Zealand National Executive Director

Indigenous solidarity reached a 
crescendo in Northland recently as 
the Northland Ngapuhi hosted Israeli 
Ambassador, HE Dr Itzhak Gerberg, 
for a powerful Powhiri (welcome) and 
Hakari Banquet (feast). 

Held at the Kohewhata Marae in Kaikohe, 
Northland, the ‘Heart to Heart Powhiri’ 
held in Māori tradition included a 
ceremony, songs and performances by 
local groups.

Ngapuhi Kaumatua and partner of 
Aotearoa Reconciliation Cry Hikoi 
Journey, Mr Pat Ruka, led Ambassador 
Gerberg, who was wearing a Korowai 
(traditional cloak), onto the marae. The 
Kaikohe Christian School Kapahaka 
Group performed. Jacqueline and Wally 

Te Huia presented a Taonga (Taiaha of 
Reconciliation).

The purpose of the hui was to make ‘a 
clear stand’ and embrace Israel further 
tightening the bonds between Māori and 
Israel, ‘reconciling whenua (land) to 
whenua - with Tangata whenua (people of 
the land).’

The event was held on Sunday, 25 
November, and also marked the 
culmination of Jacqueline Te Huia and 
Janine Marie Smith’s Aotearoa 
Reconciliation Cry Journey to Jerusalem 
and back. 

On Monday, 26 November 26, a 
delegation including Ambassador Gerberg 
toured Taiamai Waka and then the 
Waitangi Treaty Grounds.

Māori & Israel Strengthen Bonds
Courtesy of Israel Institute of New Zealand
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More than 2,500 years ago, during the 
reign of Hezekiah, Assyria was the 
dominant world power; no nation had 
been able to withstand Sennacherib and 
now Israel was facing utter devastation. 
The taunt, designed to humiliate 
Hezekiah and cower the people, rang out, 

“On what are you basing this confidence of 
yours? You say you have counsel and might 
for war - but you speak only empty words. 
On whom are you depending, that you rebel 
against me?  I know you are depending on 
Egypt, that splintered reed of a staff, which 
pierces the hand of anyone who leans on it!”

...But if you say to me, “We are depending on 
the Lord our God” - isn’t he the one whose 
high places and altars Hezekiah removed?

...The Lord himself told me to march against 
this country and destroy it.

Sennacherib offered a way out: save your 
lives but surrender your land to me.

Today, Israel is confronted by forces of 
destruction equally intent on separating 
the people both from the Land and from 
the Lord. Christians who love Israel are 
caught up in some aspects of this conflict, 
which rages unceasingly on many fronts, 
in many guises, and so intractably. 

Khaled Abu Toameh, a Palestinian 
journalist based in Jerusalem, recently 
published an article about Gaza which 
serves as a useful snapshot or illustration 

of this most obdurate of contemporary 
conflicts and ancient hatreds. He counsels 
caution and clear thinking for those 
seeking to address the ‘chaos that is Gaza’. 
He reminds us that ‘even if Hamas were 
to wake up tomorrow morning and have 
an about-face, striking a genuine truce 
with Israel, there will always be other 
terrorist groups that are prepared to 
breach the agreement any time they wish’. 
Amongst the many, Toameh highlights 
the power and influence of Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad, Iran’s main proxy in Gaza 
through whom it asserts its agency and 
agenda. He summarises his position: Gaza 
‘is unlikely to witness any positive 
changes’; Gaza ‘will continue to be 
swarmed by several heavily-armed groups 
that will continue to launch terror attacks 
on Israel and impose a reign of terror and 
intimidation on the Palestinian 
population’.

Amidst the distress and potential for 
awful suffering, it’s all too easy to seek 
someone to rely on... with answers, who is 
going to ‘fix’ it all, who is ‘on our side’. All 
too often, Christians indulge in naively 
enthusiastic and ill-considered 
admiration for any public figure making 
‘pro-Israel’ statements. All too often we 
rest our confidence on a splintered staff 
instead of on the Rock of Ages.

Writing as we are following Nikki Haley’s 
resignation, it’s timely to remember that 

courageous, intelligent, restrained and 
articulate people won’t always be there to 
defend Israel; that while Jared Kushner 
may be, in Nikki Haley’s words,  a ‘hidden 
genius’, his peace plan faces 
insurmountable obstacles of which 
Toameh’s Gaza analysis is but a cameo; 
that the President, although currently 
stoutly on Israel’s side, is remarkable for 
neither his restraint nor his constancy  
and even if he were, and even if he lasts 
the distance, he will be replaced.

So we ask ourselves, and we ask you to 
consider… in this great struggle, who are 
you leaning on? We remind ourselves and 

we remind you, the best the world offers 
never lasts; the best the world offers has 
little effective power.

God is our hiding place, he is Israel’s 
ultimate refuge. We trust our Father and 
we lean on him; we trust in his character, 
we trust in his covenants and we trust in 
his Word. We trust him because ‘he is not 
a man, that he should lie, nor is he a 
simply a human being that he should 
change his mind. Does he speak and then 
not act? Does he promise and not fulfil?’

Our choice is clear: A splintered staff or 
the Rock of Ages. | Photo: Shutterstock - Sunrise 
in “the peace valley”, north of Israel.
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Among the names given to describe 
our awesome God, there is one that 
sticks out among the others - the 
God of Israel. 

The Lord is referred to by this name 
nearly 200 times in Scripture. Sometimes 
it is the prophets referring to God in this 
way, and at other times it is God Himself 
giving reference to Himself by this name. 
Altogether there are over 300 references 
which unite by name the God of the Bible 
with the people of Israel in a unique 
covenant relationship - including 
references such as ‘Holy One of Israel’ and 
‘God of the Hebrews’ etc. 

The name ‘Israel’ itself and its associates 
‘Israelites’ and ‘Judah’ appear more than 
3,000 times in the NIV Bible. Compare 
this with major Bible doctrines of today: 
‘love’ (505 times), ‘faith’ (246 times) and 
‘grace’ (123 times). There is certainly an 
imbalance when it comes to the focus 
given to some doctrines as opposed to the 
teaching on Israel.  

The first such occurrence of the God of 
Israel is somewhat obscured in most 
English translations as it is given literally 
in its Hebrew form as El, Elohe Israel - 
meaning God, the God of Israel (Gen.33:20). 
Jacob had set up an altar at Shechem and 
given it this name. It was the same place 
that Abraham had set up his first altar in 
the Holy Land after the Lord had said to 
him, “to your offspring I will give this land” 
(Gen. 12: 7). The question must be asked: if 
God never intended to permanently 
preside over the nation of Israel as His 

covenant people then why would He give 
Himself the name ‘the God of Israel’? And 
furthermore, why would he put that title 
200 times in Scripture, Scripture that will 
outlive heaven and earth? 

The answer is quite simple. God 
purposefully gave himself the name ‘the 
God of Israel’. He inspired Jacob to set up 
that altar at Shechem to name it as such. 
He inspired all Scripture which gives 
reference to that name. And the only 
people who will not accept this will be 
those who cannot accept all Scripture as 
inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3: 16, 
17). And the Lord gave Himself this name 
because He always intended to 
permanently preside over the people of 
Israel - the Jewish people - as His own 
people. Whether Israel is in her own land 
or away from it, He has and always will be 
the God of Israel. 

This is particularly relevant when 
speaking of Aliyah, the return of the 

Jewish people to their rightful bible 
promised land - the Land of Israel. For 
God to make it very clear that one of His 
favourite covenant names is the God of 
Israel, and then for that nation by which 
He is named to disappear completely 
from the land of the living would bring a 

reproach to Him who has presided over 
them as the God of Israel. Can God 
complete what he begins? Can He finish 
what He starts? Can He perfect that 
which He redeems? The answer would be 

‘no’ if He had finished with His covenant 
people Israel. But the opposite is true. He 
has not finished with Israel. If for no 
other reason than for His Name’s sake He 
will perfect the full redemption of Israel. 
Moses understood this, so did Daniel and 
the prophets, as it was the motivation by 

which they interceded and gained God’s 
favour for Israel in times of national 
humiliation and sin. The prophet Ezekiel 
also understood this. Ezekiel reveals one 
of the motivating factors behind the Most 
High’s regathering of the People of Israel 
today - for His Name’s sake: 

“Then you will know that I am the Lord, 
when I bring you into the land of Israel, 
the land I had sworn with uplifted hand 
to give to your fathers.” Ezek. 20:42

“You will know that I am the Lord, when I 
deal with you for my name’s sake and not 
according to your evil ways and your 
corrupt practices, O house of Israel, 
declares the Sovereign Lord.” Ezek. 20:44

He is the God of Israel, and He is 
living up to His Name!

God is Living Up to His Name 
By Nigel Woodley, Pastor Flaxmere Christian Fellowship Church, Hastings 

 

The name ‘Israel’ and its associates 
‘Israelites’ and ‘Judah’ appear more 
than 3,000 times in the Bible. 
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New Zealand has recently announced it 
will contribute a further $1.5m to the UN 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in 
addition to its $1m annual contribution. 
This brings New Zealand’s total support 
to UNRWA in 2018 to NZ$3.9 million. Yet 
there has been no comment about the 
inefficiency, corruption, antisemitism, or 
perpetuation of the conflict associated 
with the UN agency.

UNRWA serves approximately 5.5% of the 
worldwide refugee population with 
approximately 15% of the UN budget for 
refugees because all other refugees in the 
world are taken care of by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR).

This disproportionate and inefficient 
spending is made worse when the actions 
of the two UN organisations are 
compared. The UNHCR promotes the 
idea of fostering resilience and 
independence so refugees are not reliant 
on aid forever. In keeping with that 
philosophy, in 2017 UNHCR helped 
resettle approximately 75,000 refugees 
and it was approximately 160,000 in 2016. 
UNRWA, in contrast, actively opposes 
resettlement and so the number of people 
UNRWA registers as refugees has 
increased from 750,000 in 1947 to over 5 
million today.

The inefficiency of UNRWA is largely due 
to corruption and misappropriation of 
funds. One example of this is the UNRWA 
“cash assistance” program that in 2016 
handed out $193m in cash to people in 
Gaza and Syria without any accountability 
or oversight for these disbursements. 
Furthermore, the Palestinian Authority 

spent $315m in 2016 alone on their “pay 
for slay” policy. The United Nations itself 
found that UNRWA was particularly 
vulnerable to “misappropriation, graft and 
corruption” in a recent internal audit. The 
UN audit also found that UNRWA’s 
oversight arrangements were deficient.

In August the United States withdrew 
funding to the “irredeemably flawed 
operation” in favour of “new models and 
new approaches” that would circumvent 
the “endlessly and exponentially 
expanding community of entitled 
beneficiaries”.

While the EU expressed concern about 
the impact of that move, European 
countries also expressed a need for reform 
within UNRWA – Switzerland’s foreign 
minister, Ignazio Cassis, said UNRWA is 
“part of the problem” because it fuels 
“unrealistic” hopes of return after 70 years 
and, therefore, keeps the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict alive.

It is not only the promotion of a false 
“right of return” that keeps the conflict 
burning. UNRWA also runs schools where 
the curriculum includes a wrong, highly 
politicised, and unhelpful version of 
International Law in contravention of the 
UN charter. UNRWA school textbooks 
have recently been found to display 
extreme anti-Israel and anti-Jewish 
sentiments.

The antisemitism of UNRA extends 
beyond its school textbooks. In 2014 
during Operation Protective Edge IDF 
troops discovered terror tunnels that 
started in UNRWA facilities and UNRWA 
schools were used to store missiles. And in 
2015, UN Watch released a report 

documenting UNRWA staff posting 
antisemitic material and supporting 
terrorism on social media. 

Furthermore, a 2011 film exposed 
corruption and antisemitism within 
UNRWA and a 2016 film showed the same 
practices continuing. 

Sending millions of dollars to a corrupt 
organisation that works against peace 

does not seem in keeping with the MFAT 
commitment to “making our aid effective 
and to delivering value for investment of 
taxpayer funds”. Nor does it seem to align 
with Prime Minister Ardern’s comments 
about needing to “pursue equal rights for 
all” and indications that she thinks some 
areas of the UN need reform. Of all the 
areas of the UN that require reform, 
UNRWA would be a strong contender for 
the top spot.

Ms Ardern has recently defended sending 
$10m in aid to Papua New Guinea after its 
leader spent millions of dollars on a fleet 
of 40 Maseratis for APEC, saying New 
Zealand falls “well short” of other nations 
and that she’s confident none of New 
Zealand’s money went toward the luxury 
cars. She cannot be so sure no New 
Zealand money sent to UNRWA is being 
used for terror or the promotion of hate.

Increased Support to Corrupt UN Body
By Dr David Cumin, Israel Institute of New Zealand

The inefficiency of UNRWA is 
largely due to corruption and 
misappropriation of funds. 
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Ever since President Donald Trump’s 
election, Israel and the United States have 
presented a strong united front in the 
halls of the United Nations. But on 
Monday 19 November, America found 
itself being voted against by Israel at the 
General Assembly.

The issue up for debate was sexual 
harassment and the #MeToo movement.

The Trump Administration sought to 
water down portions of a non-binding 
resolution pertaining to the matter, in 
particular clauses that affirmed a woman’s 
right to terminate her unborn child. The 
US was backed in this endeavor by Russia, 
China, India, a number of Muslim 
countries and the Vatican.

“We do not recognise abortion as a 
method of family planning, nor do we 

support abortion in our reproductive 
health assistance,” US diplomat Courtney 
Nemroff told the world body.

But Trump’s amendment to the resolution 
was defeated, and among the countries 
voting against it was Israel.

Abortion is common in Israel, though 
rates have been declining for the past two 
decades. Even though it requires approval 
by a special committee, about half of the 
estimated 40,000 abortions performed 
every year in Israel take place at private 
clinics without committee approval. This 
is technically illegal, but there have been 
no known prosecutions related to the 
practice. | Photo: Getty Images - Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu with President Trump on his 
recent trip to Jerusalem. 

The Issue that Divides Bibi and Trump
Courtesy of Israel Today
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None of us can really imagine the 
relief felt by soldiers and family alike 
when the guns finally fell silent at 
11am on 11 November 1918. 

For our forces in the Middle East, their 
Armistice was on 31 October, and when 
notified of it, many just shrugged their 
shoulders without uttering a word. They 
were over with the War. The end could 
not have come quick enough. Their minds 
were already turning to getting home as 
quickly as they could. Sadly, they would 
return to the Suez Canal area and watch 
boatloads of their Western Front fellow 
servicemen heading home without them.

In commemorating the centenary of the 
Armistice, many towns around New 
Zealand have staged their own events, 
some unveiling centenary sculpture as in 
Featherston. Nelson held a mounted rifles 
commemorative march on horseback. For 
others, it was a good reason to spruce up 
memorials and find out whether any 
names had been missed.

In Wellington, the Government erected a 
beacon on the memorial park in front of 
the Carillion. People were invited to share 
Armistice messages of up to 140 

characters at the Carillion. These 
messages could be viewed online like the 
services.

At 10.52am on 11 November, a 100 gun 
salute sounded on the Wellington 
waterfront where the first contingent of 
troops had left from back in 1915. The 
salute finished at 11am just as the national 
service began up the hill at Pukeahu Park 
with the peace bell tolling eleven times, as 
a tribute to the unknown soldier. A 
magnificent large wreath of symbolic 
flowers was laid on the Tomb on the 
Unknown Soldier, featuring NZ natives 
olive, rosemary and Turkish oak. Then a 
shout began, an altogether subdued affair 
compared with the jubilant one 100 years 
ago. Yet the park was filled with 
thousands paying their respect as they do 
on Anzac Day.

A special dance piece was commissioned 
called Roaring Chorus 2018. The dancers, 
dressed in white vigorously waved sheaths 
of satin-like fabric in red, orange and blue 
beside the tomb creating a visual 
spectacular. As they danced Jennifer 
Ward-Leyland read an Armistice poem 
called Ending Song. Then came the waiata  
followed by more dancing. A giant swath 

of red satin fabric was draped above part 
of the Carillion, began moving. Tiny disks 
of rice paper imprinted with words of 
peace descended after The Ode and 
Karakia were read.

A moving sunset ceremony was held as 
the final Last Post ceremony of the 

commemorations. Since Anzac Day 2015 a 
Last Post ceremony has been held at 5pm 
each day beside the Tomb of the 
Unknown Warrior with the names of  
those who died that day 100 years ago 
remembered. 

Armistice - When the Guns Fell Silent
By Joanna Moss, NZ Friends of Israel, Wellington
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Part of the Dance inside the Carillion

Just a few days after the global WW1 
Armistice, a very special ceremony 
was held near Rishon le-Zion, 
instigated by the locals. 

The date and place chosen: 14 November, 
on the Ayun Kara battlefield. This was 
where kiwis bravely fought alone and 
liberated the towns of Ness Ziona and 
Rishon Le Zion, just south of Tel Aviv. 
Fifty New Zealanders were killed in the 
battle. They gave everything to push 
through to victory against incredible odds, 
even enlisting the cooks to help. 

Over the intervening year, locals had got 
to know these kiwi men who had come 
from the other side of the world. It was 
not a case of liberating and moving on. 
Rather, it was two peoples who were 
breaking in new land for agriculture and 
forming new communities in a new land. 
In that, they had a lot in common. The 
kiwis tilled the land when on leave, 
shopped, enjoyed the hospitality and 
participated in communal life. Above all, 
friendships were formed that were to 
endure beyond the war.

The President of Rishon le-Zion noted in 
his speech at the ceremony, that it was a 

sacred duty to honour the brave heroes 
for their sacrifice and he made a solemn 
promise to care for the graves of the 
fallen, even erecting a monument paid for 
by the locals. Later the graves were re-
interred in the Commonwealth War 
Graves cemetery in nearby Ramla. 
Interestingly, he noted that the Kiwis had 
placed marking stones along the route. In 
reply, NZ General Meldrum thanked the 
locals and said that many New Zealanders 
would come in the future and look upon 
the people of Rishon as friends.

In recognising the special relationship, in 
2010 Yona Shapira, from the Museum of 
Rishon le-Zion, put up a photo of the 
Kiwis in camp by a famous well. In 2017 
she curated an exhibition called Liberty, 
Hope and Tidings as part of the 
commemorations. So, to honour Yona and 
the Museum, Joanna Moss went to Israel 
bearing NZ biscuits including Jaffa Thins 
and Anzacs plus L’Affare coffee and they 
cut a friendship cake. In her speech, 
Joanna mentioned how kind the people of 
Rishon had been to the Kiwis and how, in 

her opinion Rishon had a significant 
bearing in keeping the soldiers sane and 
grounded in reality. Holding up some 
local oranges she said that they were like 
gold to the fruit-and-vegetable-starved 
Kiwis, and that the connection between 
the local residents and the Kiwis had lived 
on in Jaffa sweets and Jaffa Thins.

A few weeks earlier, Yossi and Michal 
Eshed had erected a monument to the 
Kiwis and to the Ayun Kara battle in Ness 
Ziona. The Eshed’s have been in NZ 
several times. They are keen supporters of 
the NZ Israel relationship, hosting Kiwis 
and organising a familiarisation tour 
around Ness Ziona.

Honouring Our Links in Israel
By Joanna Moss, NZ Friends of Israel, Wellington

(Left and above): The Nga Tupawae monument in central  Rishon which 
commemorates the liberation and friendship between the NZ troops and 
the people of Rishon 1917-1918. 

NZ biscuits including Jaffa Thins 
and Anzacs plus L’Affare coffee



We are all familiar with the 1967 Six Day 
War in Jerusalem and what transpired. 
Jerusalem was partitioned between Israel 
and Jordan after the 1948 War. Then came 
the Six Day War and Israel captured the 
Jordanian sector. This included the 
historical and sacred walled Old City and 
the Mount of Olives. Many of the Biblical 
sites are located in these places. At the 
end of June 1967, Israeli law was applied 
to eastern Jerusalem, meaning it was 
annexed to the Jewish state. Then in 1980, 
the Basic Law of Jerusalem as the eternal 
and indivisible capital of Israel was passed 
by the parliament, the Knesset. All of this 
is well known.

Yet, what is overlooked is that there was a 
gradual change in the age-old 
phenomenon of Christian pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem. Like a flowing river, foreign 
Christians have been coming to the Holy 
City almost from the very beginning of 
the church age. After 1967, the 
demographics and numbers of pilgrims 
would change, slowly but surely.

The first bona fide known Christian 
visitor who left a record of his journey 
was Melito of Sardis in the second century 
AD. Then the Christianisation of the 
Roman Empire and Jerusalem caused a 
spike in visits, starting in the fourth 
century AD. At that time Jerusalem went 
from being a heathen city called Aelia 
Capitolina to a Christian holy city. 
Famous pilgrims of that period included 
Egeria and the anonymous pilgrim of 
Bordeaux.

Throughout the later centuries, the ‘river 
of Christian pilgrimage’ continued to 
flow, regardless of who was in charge at 
the time and despite the risks. Since the 
fall of the second temple in AD 70, 
Jerusalem has been occupied by the 
Romans, Byzantines, Persians, Arabs, 
Fatimids (Egypt), Seljuk Turks, Christian 
Crusaders, Ayyubids, Mamluks (Egypt), 
Ottomans (Turkey), British, and 
Jordanians. Since Israel took firm control 
of Jerusalem, what has happened to the 
‘river’? This series will address that 
question.

Long before the advent of modern 
international ‘mass tourism’, religious 
pilgrimage has been one of the prime 
motives for travel. This is especially true 
of the Middle East and the Bible lands, 
which are at the historic centre of 
monotheism.

By international standards, tourist arrivals 
to Israel are still modest, for example, 2.9 
million arrivals in 2016, contrasted with 
8.3 million to ‘far-away Australia’, 30.3 
million to Turkey, and a whopping 82.6 
million to France (the USA had 75.6 
million arrivals). Yet, there is evidence 
that numbers will continue to grow for 
Israel and the neighbouring countries, in 
part because of the thriving tourist 
industry working in tandem with a 
growing global spiritual awakening.

Some issues we want to explore is in this 
series of articles include: how have 
Christian visits to Jerusalem changed 
since the 1967 war? What do we mean by 

‘pilgrim’ and ‘pilgrimage’, especially 
contrasting it with ‘tourism’? And are 
Christian visitors to Jerusalem and Israel 
‘pilgrims’ or ‘tourists’ or both?

(Editor’s Note: Israeli President Rivlin spoke 
of Prince William as the first visiting prince 
who was also a ‘pilgrim’ – see the August 
issue of Israel & Christians Today.)

>> Why Do Christians
Visit Jerusalem?
Christians have been interested in visiting 
Jerusalem since the first century AD. This 
is somewhat remarkable considering the 
apparent trend towards ‘de-
territorialisation’ found in the New 
Testament and patristic writings. In the 
Old Testament, the men of Israel were 
commanded to appear before the Lord 
three times a year for the pilgrimage feasts 
of Passover (Feast of Unleavened Bread), 
Pentecost (Feast of Weeks), and 
Tabernacles (Deuteronomy 16:16).

Yet in the New Testament, Jesus Christ 
says: “...the hour cometh, when ye shall 
neither in this mountain nor yet at 
Jerusalem, worship the Father... God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and truth.” (John 
4:21,24, KJV). In other words, the Lord says 
that now it does not matter where you 
worship God, only how.

Unlike Old Testament Judaism or Islam, 
there are no divine or apostolic 
commands that Christians must visit 
Jerusalem or holy sites. Like the 
patriarchs, Christians look for another 
city, a heavenly one (Hebrews 11:16). The 
earthly Jerusalem is in bondage with her 
children but the heavenly Jerusalem is 
free and mother of us all (Galatians 4:25-
26). Historically, Christian rule over 
Jerusalem constituted less than 17% of the 
city's history since the time of Christ two 
thousand years ago.

Despite these factors, many Christians are 
interested in visiting the Holy Land and 

Jerusalem; of all Christians who visit 
Israel, especially on a first visit, 99% will 
visit Jerusalem. Why do a growing 
number of modern Christians travel to 
the Middle East –  considered a war zone 
– and visit the city that many consider 
being the heart of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict? 

Theology provides the most important 
reason. Jerusalem was the stage for 
redemption in Christ, where His suffering 
and death took place (Luke 18:31-33). The 
major events of Christ's passion occurred 
here. Biblical eschatology (end times 
theology) also plays a significant role in 
the attitude of many Christians toward 
Jerusalem. There are great similarities 
between classic Jewish eschatology and 
Christian eschatology, except that the 
Christian sees the coming of the Messiah 
as more specifically the Second Coming of 
Christ. But for both, Jerusalem is the 
ultimate destination of the Messiah. For 
Christians, therefore, the Holy City serves 

as the setting for both the foundational 
and future events of the faith, and for the 
intersection of heaven and earth, 
temporal and eternal, carnal and spiritual.

Add to this the fact that there is a 2,000-
year-old historical association between 
the Church and the Holy City. This is not 
to suggest that every Christian has a 
burning passion for visiting Jerusalem, but 
the many who do visit come from a 
variety of denominational and theological 
perspectives. TO BE CONTINUED.

Revd Dr Kameel Majdali is Director of 
Teach All Nations (tan.org.au), an 
international Bible teacher, and has led 35 
Holy Land tours. His PhD from Melbourne 
University was about this very topic. 

He has written 11 books, including 
Melbourne to Jerusalem: A Pilgrim’s 
Progress in the 21st Century. He currently 
lives in Oxfordshire, UK, and ministers 
throughout Europe with TAN.
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Short News

Thanks to Israel, experts are predicting 
that in 2030 one in four cars will drive 
the streets without a driver. The Israeli 
company MobilEye, is responsible for 
developing much of the technology 
that will make this breakthrough in the 
automotive world possible. Luckily you 
don’t have to wait until 2030 to hop in 
one of these marvel cars.

Earlier this year, the Volkswagen Group, 
Intel’s Mobileye and Champion Motors 
announced plans to deploy Israel’s first 
self-driving ride hailing service in 2019. 
The Volkswagen Group will provide the 
electric vehicles and bring in its in-
depth knowledge and competency 
about design and deployment of user-
centered mobility services. 

Food Waste Reduced

US-Israeli startup company, Silo, has 
developed BPA-free containers, each 
with its own cover that needs to be 
pressed down on a Silo-developed 
electronic base, perfectly sealing the 
container. A vacuuming process keeps 
air away from the food, slowing 
oxidation and keeping it fresher for 
longer. When consumers want to eat 
the food, all they have to do is click on 
a lever that is on the cover of the 
containers, to release the air, thus 
allowing the box to be opened.

NZ Scholarship 
Winner Visits 
Hadassah Hospital

Dinithi Seneviratne, a New Zealand 
health care professional, recently 
spent several weeks as an observer in 
the Pediatric Emergency Department 
at Hadassah Hospital in Ein Kerem, 
Jerusalem. 

Dinithi traveled to Israel as the 2018 
recipient of the Valda Knight Memorial 
Scholarship, awarded to New Zealand-
based health care professionals to 
provide them with the opportunity to 
gain international exposure in their 
chosen field. The scholarship was 
established in memory of Valda 
Knight, a past president of Hadassah 
New Zealand, and provides funds for a 
visit to Israel, where awardees can 
arrange a programme that suits their 
interests.  

Self-Driving Will Be
Thanks to Israel

Why Visit Jerusalem? 
Part 1 - The Flow of History  
By Rev Dr Kameel Majdali, Director of Teach All Nations

Pillars at the Holy Sepulcher entrance, 
covered in pilgrims’ graffiti crosses

Long before ... ‘mass tourism’, 
religious pilgrimage has been one 
of the prime motives for travel.
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You may well ask what does Wizo 
mean? Wizo stands for Women’s 
International Zionist Organisation. 

Wizo was founded in 1920 in direct 
response to the needs of women and 
children in Israel. New Zealand has been a 
part of Wizo from the very beginning. The 
current Wizo Federation’s National 
President of New Zealand is Lorna Orbell.

Today, Wizo has over 250,000 members, 
and continues to identify the needs within 
Israeli society and creates solutions to 
meet them. 

The global Wizo mission statement is: 
The Women’s International Zionist 
Organisation is a non-party/apolitical 
international movement dedicated to the 
advancement of women’s welfare for all 
sectors of Israel society and to the 
encouragement of Jewish education in 
Israel and the Diaspora.

>> Background
After visiting Palestine, and being 
concerned about high baby and women’s 
mortality rates, Rebecca Scheiff and Vera 
Weizmann from the UK contacted Mrs 
Simone Nathan in New Zealand. The first 
federation was formed in the UK. The 
second Wizo Federation was formed in 
New Zealand.

The Plunket Society in NZ had Karitane 
Hospitals, established by Dr (Sir) Truby 
King. A hospital for mothers and babies 
was built in Jerusalem. The first two 
nurses were sent from NZ to be in charge. 
Fundraising, using postal health stamps 
saying “Send a Plunket Nurse to Palestine”, 
happened in New Zealand at this time. 

New Zealand had very active Wizo 
Federations throughout the country, 
raising funds to help women, children, 
mothers and babies in Israel. Younger 
Jewish women had no interest in joining 
their mothers to work hard for Wizo.

So now in 2018, there are no federations 
left throughout New Zealand except for 
the last one struggling to stay afloat in 
Auckland, with very few members able to 
work for the cause. In the Year 2000, there 
were only a few Wizo members left in 
Auckland. A group of Christian women 
from Hawkes Bay, who have a ‘special 
heart for Israel and the Jewish people’, 
were invited to join Wizo, which was and 
is a wonderful privilege for us. We were 
blessed to create such special friendships 
with our Jewish sisters in Israel.

Hawkes Bay Wizo-Kesher, formed in 
2009, has two sections: Linda Cook from 
‘Prayer for Israel’ presides over Taradale 
and Napier, Beryl Small presides over 
Havelock North and Hastings.  

We look forward to seeing other Wizo-
Kesher begin in other areas of New Zealand. 

World Wizo decided to divide the Land of 
Israel into projects for every country of 
the world. That way, individual Wizo 
groups are responsible for the upkeep and 
care of a special area in Israel. Since 
Australia is a large country, they are 
responsible for twelve projects, while New 
Zealand only has one. Ours is a Wizo Day 
Care Centre for Jewish and Arab children 
in Akko in Northern Israel, which is also 
supported by Wizo federations in 
Switzerland and Sweden.

Hawkes Bay Wizo-Kesher has monthly 
committee meetings. Donations are sent 
to us regularly, and we often hold 
fundraising events. | Photo: istockphoto.com

For further information about Wizo, 
please contact Beryl Small: 
berrykiwishalom@hotmail.com 

WIZO - Greetings from Hawkes Bay
By Beryl Small, Hawkes Bay Wizo-Kesher

Women’s International Zionist Organisation
for an Improved Israeli Society

Mission Without Borders shares with 
Christians for Israel a concern for 
those in Ukraine. 

While Christians for Israel is actively 
assisting Jewish families in the east to 
make Aliyah and re-build their lives in 
Israel, the mission focuses on reaching 
poor Ukrainian families, children and 
elderly with the message of the Gospel 
and practical help, mainly in the west. 
Help is given through material and 
spiritual support, but also through 
scholarships and training for those who 
would likely not be able to undertake 
trades or university education. 

But in the east of the country, a terrible 

conflict is taking place. The conditions in 
the war-torn Donbas region, most of 
which escape the attention of our New 
Zealand media, are dire, a result of the 
political conflict in the region that started 
just over four years ago following the 
annexation of Crimea.

The war statistics make sombre reading: 
over 10,300 dead, of whom some 2000 
have been killed by landmines; 2700 of 
those are civilian deaths; 1.6 million 
Ukrainians forced to leave their homes; 
200,000 people live under fear of shelling 
every day. 

The greatest impact is upon the most 
vulnerable: children and the elderly. 
While schools try to function as normal, 

shelling creates constant fear and 
disruption. In May, two schools shelled 
during school hours. Many elderly unable 
to relocate and with pensions often 
unpaid suffer starvation diets, and most 
suffer stress disorders (PTSD).

For many people in Eastern Ukraine, 
Christmas will be just another day of 
waking with a sense of dread. Most grieve 
for the people and the life they once had. 
Many lack food and medicine or have no 
access to electricity, gas, firewood, or 
clean water. 

In response, as in previous years, Mission 
Without Borders will truck in a supply of 
Christmas Love boxes of staple foods and 
treats and Christian literature to share 

hope with those who feel very much 
forgotten by the world. The mission has 
contacts among the network of 
evangelical churches in the east. The 
Christmas Love boxes will be distributed 
under local guidance among the neediest 
as part of a wider distribution of some 
29,000 boxes across Eastern Europe this 
Christmas. 

For further information on how New 
Zealanders can participate, go to 
www.mwb.org.nz/ukraine-christmas-
boxmwb.org.nz/bring-gods-love or 
call us 0800 469 269. Thank you!

A Beam of Light in the Darkness
By Andrew Wilks   , NZ Director, Mission Without Borders

A Mission Without Borders volunteer encouraging a war zone resident

Christmas Love boxes distributed by Mission Without Borders staff in eastern Ukraine in 2017
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In June 2018, a group of 18 young 
professionals went out to Israel from Holy 
Trinity Brompton (HTB) church in 
London. They were joined by the ‘Music 
On The Wind’ team tour, using music to 
invest in the lives of both Israelis and 
Palestinians. The young people came back 
with hearts and minds changed about 
what God is doing in Israel. Here are some 
of the testimonies they shared afterwards:

“Israel has opened my eyes to God’s heart for 
his chosen people. I have many more 
questions but it has shown me how well God 
loves them and the significance He has put 
on a country that is surrounded by such 
conflict and war.”

“Before the trip, I had always wanted to go 
to Israel, as it just made such logical sense. 
But thought it was something I would do 
somewhere down the line in life and not 
really something I would ever have the 
opportunity to do before I was 30.”

“I learnt a lot about God’s prophecies over 
the land and the fulfilment of some of them 
and the ones yet to be fulfilled! Now I am 
back in the UK I do feel on a spiritual high 
and a renewed passion for going deeper in 
his word. I have realised from the trip there is 
so much I don’t know! I’m excited to dive 
deeper into Gods word and do more research 
into various topics that have come up while 
on the trip.”

“Even though I was brought up in a 
Christian home and have fully embraced my 
faith for the last five years, I’ve admittedly 
taken very little interest in Israel or its 
people. The only real reason I came on the 
trip was that I heard incredible things from 

the groups who came last year and I, 
therefore, considered it more of a duty to 
attend than a strong desire of mine. But I 
can gladly say that I know full well how 
much Israel has changed me – forever. I felt 
spiritually alive there – especially in 
Jerusalem – and I know I will return as 
many times as I possibly can in my lifetime.”

“The impact of this trip will be a long-lasting, 
slow developing one. This trip challenged my 
preconceptions and inspired me to read the 
Word with a new hunger, but the main 
takeaway for me is this new-found intimacy 
with Jesus as Lord and Saviour. It is a gift 
that keeps giving, and I am so thankful to 
have been given the opportunity to experience 
Israel for myself at this stage of life.”

“During my visit to Israel, I learned a lot, 
from a biblical and current affairs 
perspective. I learned that the Jewish people 
have a God-given claim to the land and I 
now accept and believe in that. I learnt of 
how radical Palestinian groups attacked and 
continue to attack Israel. I took in more 
information from an Israeli point of view 
and yet I still couldn’t help but feel that 
Israelis and Palestinians should live together 
in peace, sharing the land. The few times we 
went into the Palestinian territories, I felt at 
ease, it was very different from the images 
media outlets publish in Europe. I 
understand that life isn’t peaceful in all the 
Palestinian territories. Nonetheless, it gave 
me hope that one day both peoples could live 
together, breaking down the physical and 
mental barriers between the ‘us and them’.”

“My experience in Israel was truly life-
changing, and I am incredibly grateful. 

I was certainly excited before the trip, but it 
far exceeded every hope and expectation. I 
felt the Lord’s presence closer than ever as we 
saw the Bible come alive before our eyes. 
Having walked where He walked and seen 
what He saw, I will never read scripture in 
the same way again. Whether worshipping 
Jesus in a boat on the sea of Galilee or 
slingshotting our fears away like David in 
the Valley of Elah, each day was rich and 
unique and full of beauty. I leave with a fresh 
perspective, deeper insight and a greater 
hunger to know Him more.”

“I can tell that I’m praying differently, 
reading my Bible differently, taking time out 
for God more, setting my sights on him even 
more. Down the line I will definitely be going 
back to Israel, I would love to figure out how 
someone like myself with a passion for 
fashion/ethical/sustainable living can link in 

my faith and Israel as part of this. It is a 
dream that I will start exploring soon.”

“On the last day of the trip, Emily took us to 
the Garden Tomb. While we were there, a 
choir was singing “O Praise the Name”. I was 
standing apart from the group and watching 
as the new friends I had made were going 
into Jesus’ tomb. As they were coming out of 
the tomb, the choir split into harmony and 
began singing the line “for endless days we 
will sing Gods praise”, and I encountered the 
Holy Spirit for the first time. I’ve never in my 
life had a big ‘God moment’ – But in Garden 
Tomb, I really felt him surround me, but at 
that moment God subtly overwhelmed me. I 
felt both distraught and elated. At once so 
utterly heartbroken and so extremely joyful, 
and I knew that all I wanted was to commit 
to God and sing praise for the rest of my life.”

Young Adults First-Time Visit to Israel

Photo credit: Emily Emanuel - leader of the young professionals tour to Israel 2017

Courtesy of James E Patrick, Israel & Christians Today, UK

The ride from Jerusalem to Ramallah 
doesn’t take long: Damascus Gate, 
then the bus station, in forty minutes 
we are there. 

Just 20 kilometres separate the capital of 
Israel from the seat of the Palestinian 
Authority. It’s just on the other side of the 
security barrier meant to keep terrorists 
out of Israel. And once you’re there, you 
feel like you’ve been transported into 
another country, another culture.

After walking just a few yards, a local man 
addresses me in English. He wants to help 
me find my hostel and to show me the 
town. In spite of his knowledge of the 
place, it takes us a good half-hour to 
orientate ourselves. We spend the whole 
time conversing. He is a Palestinian and 
earns his living as a tour guide. A visit to 
Ramallah is not really worthwhile without 
a guide. He asks if I might need a tour 
guide? Why not? After all, despite media 
portrayals that create mistrust between 
the two sides, this is just a man like myself 
trying to get by. We set off to find my 
accommodations.

Ramallah is not large, yet the atmosphere 
is very hectic. It is strange to sense the 
pace of a large city in a town of just a little 
over 30,000 inhabitants. The multi-story 
buildings are built very close together; the 
traffic is chaotic, in typical oriental 
fashion. In defiance of the scorching heat, 

the streets are filled with people. We go 
into a hotel where my companion intends 
to ask the way. There are three hostels in 
Ramallah, but he doesn’t know mine. At 
the reception desk, he speaks to people 
that he obviously knows. Smartphones are 
pulled out, and after some back and forth 
we continue on our way. One of the men 
at the reception was an old friend of his. “I 
met him in prison.” He was imprisoned 
for six years for fighting against Israeli 
soldiers.

In the end, we reach the hostel. There is a 
discussion regarding the amount of the 
tip, but we part on friendly terms.

The hostel looks like any other. It is 
colourful, and the wall is decorated with 
clever slogans. There are a number of 
lounges for relaxing. I run into two girls. 
One is from a village in Italy, “do you 
know Bologna?”, the other from French-
speaking Canada. They are helping out at 
the hostel as volunteers in return for 
board and lodging.

First of all, we want to get something to 
eat. We find an Arab restaurant on the 
first floor. Afterwards, we go for a short 
stroll across the market. There are 
countless stalls selling candies. Under a 
large corrugated iron roof are stands 
selling fruits and vegetables. The traders 
are shouting out at the passerby; everyone 
is bargaining.

My accommodation is not far from the 
centre of town, and everything is 
accessible by foot. Basically, Ramallah 
consists of just two squares, Arafat Square 
and Manarah Square, and of a row of 
streets which link the two squares 
together or radiate out from them 
through the town. I set off down various 
streets, each leading me out of the 
bustling centre to quiet suburban areas. 
From here I catch glimpses out into the 
surrounding countryside. The vegetation 
is sparse, and the area is characterised by 
hills and gorges. Besides the landscape, 
Ramallah has hardly any sights to offer. 
But it is easy to get into conservation with 
people. They are very hospitable.

On the second day, I visit the Arafat 
Museum. At the entrance is the former 
PLO leader’s mausoleum, an elegant cube 
of light-coloured stone, surrounded by 
water. The museum is amazingly modern, 
but the contents are hardly surprising. 
Whereas in Israel Arafat is primarily 
regarded as a terrorist, in ‘Palestine’ he has 
taken on folk hero status. Everyone needs 
to come to their own conclusions in this 
respect, but a visit to the museum is still 
worthwhile. After the museum, I go to the 
bus station; the midday sun has risen high 
in the sky. Enriched by the experience, I 
travel back to Jerusalem, on the other side 
of the wall.

A Day in Ramallah By Simon Dierich. Courtesy of Israel Today

View of the centre of Ramallah. The name of the city means ‘Allah’s Hill.’
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Israel on Trial
By Dr Matthijis de Blois & Andrew Tucker

$49.95

HOW INTERNATIONAL LAW IS BEING 
USED TO DELEGITIMISE ISRAEL

This book reviews international law regarding 
self-determination, statehood, territorial 
sovereignty, human rights and the right to self-
defence. It argues that the two-state solution 
as defined by the UN is not required by 
international law. 

The authors argue that it is time to revisit the 
prevailing legal paradigm to resolve the 
conflict. This book aims to provide a legal 
framework for the exploration of alternative 
policy solutions that balance the rights of the 
Jewish state of Israel to territorial integrity, 
security and political independence with the 
rights of Palestinian Arabs to political 
autonomy and economic and social 
advancement. 

Israel 70 Years
Magazine

Outstanding
Resource

Resources

LIMITED STOCK | GET YOUR COPY NOW 

2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the 
reunification of Jerusalem, following the Six Day 
War of June 1967, after 19 years of division. 
'Jerusalem 50 years reunited' marks this unique 
milestone in the history of Jerusalem, the eternal 
capital of Israel. Historically and politically, 
spiritually and culturally, Jerusalem represents the 
heart and soul of the Jewish people.

This limited edition commemorative edition 
magazine celebrating Jerusalem 50th anniversary 
since her reunification in 1967 is beautifully 
illustrated, with in-depth articles, inspiring 
interviews, facts, time-lines and much more. 

A 'must have' for everyone who has a heart for 
Israel.

Product Type: Full colour magazine. Pages: 112

$25

LIMITED STOCK | GET YOUR COPY NOW 

2018 marks the 70th anniversary of the State of 
Israel. After ages of diaspora, the Jewish state was 
reborn in 1948. A true miracle. 

This limited commemorative edition magazine 
celebrates the 70th Anniversary of the State of 
Israel. 

It is beautifully illustrated, with in-depth articles, 
inspiring interviews, photos, facts, time-lines and 
much more. 

A 'must have' for everyone who has a heart for 
Israel.

Product Type: Full colour magazine. Pages: 112

Why Israel? Book Set
By Rev. Willem J J Glashouwer

$40
 RRP $60
Save $20 

SpecialSpecialSpecial

WHY ISRAEL? WHY JERUSALEM? WHY END 
TIMES? BOOK SET

Get an inside look from a Biblical, historical and 
prophetic perspective at God’s work with Israel, 
Jerusalem, and the End Times.

Why Israel? Book: Explores the Biblical 
significance of Israel and the Jewish people for 
Christians today. It looks at the concepts of 
replacement theology, election and covenants.

Why Jerusalem? Book: Explores the significance 
of the city of Jerusalem. Jerusalem is a unique 
city - a holy place for many religions and the 
focus of world history. 

Why End Times? Book: Explores what the 
following terms have in common: The Last 
Days, God’s promise for Israel, False Prophets, 
The Mark of the Beast, The Antichrist and more.

One of the basics to developing an 
understanding of the Bible is to get to 
grips with the covenants. We need to 
mature past what Paul called the milk. 
We need to grow “unto the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ”; 
(Ephesians 4:13). God makes covenants 
with people. In the ‘Old’ Testament 
there are four such major covenants, 
(plus some minor ones), and of course 
there’s another major covenant in New 
Testament which we call, “The Covenant 
of Grace”, which of course  Christians 
are better at understanding as they have 
experienced.

So how are Christians to understand the 
covenants better in the Jewish ‘Tanakh’, 
(which we call the ‘Old’ Testament)? 

In the ‘Old’ Testament there’s the 
covenant with Noah, which no-one gives 
a second thought to! Then there’s the 
covenant with David, which I’ve never 
heard anyone argue about. 

There’s the covenant with Moses, which 
Christians generally agree about. 

Houston we have a problem...

However, when it comes to God’s 
covenant with Abraham, wow, wars are 
fought over it! But why?

It’s still one of God’s covenants, so why 
don’t all Christians just accept it? After 
all, it’s part of Scripture. One of the keys 
to understanding the Bible is to 
understand the covenants. Some are 
unconditional, whilst others are 

conditional, and understanding them 
affects our understanding of the Bible. 
(For example, Romans 11 tells us that 
God’s covenant with the Jews still has 
more to come, which Paul calls a 
mystery. Understanding covenants helps 
us to understand that mystery.) 

Well, that’s where David Pawson’s DVD 
set on “Biblical Covenants” comes in. He 
brings an understanding of the Jewish 
part of the Bible to us Gentiles in a way 
few other teachers have,

Here’s some tips on understanding the 
Bible.

Tip 1). David Pawson’s DVDs help to 
explain the covenants. (See below to 
access the relevant DVD set on 

covenants. Buying DVDs is a lot cheaper 
for members!)

Tip 2). Some homegroups use David’s 
DVDs as the basis for discussion. It’s an 
idea worth copying. 

Tip 3). It is worth keeping an eye on our 
website homepage as we offer a different 
video in the series of “Unlocking The 
Bible” by David Pawson each Friday 
afternoon. 

Tip 4). Consider membership of 
Inspirational Media, (which starts at just 
$35 a year), to access Bible study 
materials. (Details on our homepage).

By John Dunning, Managing Trustee, Inspirational Media

NZ 08 December 2018 
Kislev - Tevet 5779

Jerusalem 50 Years 
Reunited

$12.50
 One-Time Edition
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