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International Holocaust Memorial Day.
A former Auschwitz prisoner arrives for a 
memorial ceremony at Birkenau to mark 
International Holocaust Memorial Day 
on the anniversary of when Auschwitz 

was liberated. 



Major changes are all around us. Many of 
them concern Israel – hardly surprising, 
given that the history of the Jewish people 
forms the crimson thread through God’s 
plan of creation, salvation and 
redemption of the world. Let’s briefly 
examine four trends.

The first is in the geopolitical sphere. The 
USA and Britain are retreating as 
dominant players on the world stage. 
Brexit is causing a political crisis of 
immense proportions in Britain. The USA 
under Trump is withdrawing not only 
from Europe but also the Middle East, 
opening the way for Russia, Turkey and 
Iran to dominate that part of the world. 
China and Russia are on the rise. 

The second, related trend is the battle 
within Europe and the Western world in 
general for the survival of the ‘European 
project’: the unification of Europe after 
WW2 that was intended to lead to 
prosperity and an end to the wars that 
had cost the lives of millions. 

A very significant development here is a 
new agreement signed by France and 
Germany on 22 January 2019 in the city of 
Aachen. This treaty consolidates France 
and Germany as the power-brokers in the 
EU and empowers Germany on the world 
stage. 

According to one commentator, the 
Aachen Treaty “will not only drive Europe 
ahead, but it will also drive Europe closer 
together. It will replace the currently 
divided union and create a more united, 
stronger empire. President Macron’s 
office stated that the increased 
cooperation favours the ‘security and 
prosperity of our peoples in the 
framework of a more sovereign, united 
and democratic Europe.’ The treaty sets 
the course for Europe to draw closer 
together on the military, cultural, social 
and political level. In other words, 
Germany and France seek to establish a 
European empire”.

Aachen was the seat of Charlamagne, who 
was crowned Emperor of the Holy Roman 
Empire by Pope Leo X in 800AD. It was 
here that Charlemagne (of French/German 
descent) established an empire that would 
last 1000 years and cause the deaths of 
over 40 million Europeans in the Middle 
Ages. Charlemagne’s empire inspired 
Hitler, who brought back his crown to 
Germany in 1938. 

Are Mr Macron and Ms Merkel re-
establishing the Holy Roman Empire 
dominated by France and Germany?

A third major shift is the convergence of 
security, trade, and finance. Watch the 
role played by the central banks in all of 
this. I was fascinated to read the most 
recent report by Christian Takushi, a 
Macro Economist & Geopolitical 
Strategist, who wrote just a few weeks ago 

that “convergence in the military-
security-food-energy complex is 
intensifying. This implies the growing 
likelihood of defence realignments, trade 
routes' and supply chain disruptions, but 
also wars and natural disasters among a 

wider array of large scale occurrences.”

Takushi believes we will soon witness a 
“paradigm shift in the geopolitical-
political landscape. At the core: investors 
will have to face a massive convergence of 
geopolitical risks just at a time when 
central banks won’t be able to provide the 
extensive shield they have so much 
endeavoured to provide over two 
decades.”

Those risks include “growing geopolitical 
competition between existing and rising 
powers, military security along the 
Maritime Routes (without it there is no 
Energy & Food Security for many 
economies), the inexorable deterioration 
of the Middle East and the likelihood of 2-
3 large-scale wars in the Middle East-Asia. 
… For the first time in decades, the 
interests of central banks are not 
extensively aligned with those of large 
shareholders …Facing the growing 
convergence of all the above one central 
bank after the other is looking outside the 
consensus. Understandably so - academic 
and market consensus have failed in 
recent years to foresee major shifts.” 

Fourth, we see the rise of radical Islam, 
and especially the role of Iran. As our 
correspondent Yochanan Visser reports 
(pages 6-7), Iran remains today the single 
greatest external threat to Israel’s 
existence. 

The prophecies in Ezekiel, Daniel and 
Revelation help us understand these 
developments. Chapters 2 and 7 of the 
book of Daniel show that the fourth 
(Roman) empire will be divided into ten 
toes, which will be “partly strong and 
partly brittle” (Daniel 2:42), before it is 
crushed by the kingdom that the Lord will 
establish – which is linked to the 
restoration of Jerusalem as the place from 

which Messiah will reign “in the midst of 
Jacob” (Luke 1:32-33). The book of 
Revelation speaks about the beast with ten 
horns and seven heads (Revelation 13). 

Let us keep our eyes open to see and 
understand what is happening in the 
world around us; our hearts pure and 
undefiled so that we are not led astray; 
and our ears open to hear what the Lord is 
saying to the churches (Revelation 3:22). 
| Photo: Juliana Kozoski, Unsplash

 

Jewish Festivals
Rosh Chodesh Adar I - Beginning of new 
Hebrew month of Adar
5 February 2019

Purim Katan - Minor Purim celebration 
during Adar I on leap years
19 February 2019

Ta’anit Esther - Fast of Esther
20 March 2019

Purim - Purim is one of the most joyous and 
fun holidays on the Jewish calendar
21 March 2019
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Prayer Points
By Pieter Bénard 

Christians for 
Israel Prayer 
Coordinator

JUDEA AND SAMARIA
Ÿ Pray for the protection of the Jews 
in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria. 
There is a constant stream of threats 
and incidents. Pray for safety, 
especially on the roads near 
intersections and roundabouts. 
Ÿ The battle for the existence of 
Israel is being fought in parliaments 
and at conferences all over the world. 
We have the opportunity to call to 
God from our inner rooms: “Save, 
save Your People Lord.” 
Ÿ Pray for the retention of Biblical 
territory in Judea and Samaria. Give 
thanks for the Jewish residents who 
courageously continue to live there, 
even though many other Israelis do 
not understand them. Pray for peace 
with the Palestinians. 

ISRAEL AND THE NATIONS
Ÿ Give thanks for politicians and 
political parties in your country who 
stand up for Israel. Sometimes one 
powerful voice is enough to steer a 
debate, whose outcome had seemed 
clear, in Israel’s favour. Pray for those 
who have the courage to make their 
voice heard. 
Ÿ While the political differences 
between America and Europe (about 
how to deal with Iran’s nuclear 
ambitions) continue to grow, Iran 
continues with its nuclear 
development and threatening of 
Israel. Pray that God will intervene 
and that Israel will live in safety. 
Ÿ The UN has denounced Israel 
countless times, while countries with 
serious human rights violations such 
as Syria, North Korea and Saudi 
Arabia are scarcely challenged. Pray 
for the UN, that the representatives 
may turn away from their misguided 
ways. 

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL
Ÿ Pray for the representatives of 
Christians for Israel who are 
‘ambassadors’ for Israel around the 
world. Pray for them with  
2Thessalonians 2:16-17, “Now may our 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God 
our Father, who loved us and gave us 
eternal comfort and good hope 
through grace, comfort your hearts 
and establish them in every good 
work and word.” 
Ÿ Give thanks for the amazing work 
that Koen Carlier and his Christians 
for Israel team are able to do in 
Ukraine, being a blessing to the Jewish 
people in a practical way. The food 
parcels are sometimes the difference 
between life and death. 

For daily Prayer Points, go to our 
website: www.c4israel.org.nz

By Andrew Tucker, International Editor, Christians for Israel International

A New World Order

Let us keep our eyes open to see 
and understand what is happening 
in the world around us...
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I don’t know who you are. I can’t imagine 
we’ve met. But you chose to spray-paint 
the word Achtung on my photo, which 
featured on a sign outside Beth Jacob 
Synagogue, promoting UJA (United Jewish 
Appeal) Federation of Greater Toronto’s 
Holocaust education.

Perhaps, in this shocking act, you simply 
craved headlines. Or maybe you meant to 
offend and frighten Toronto’s Jewish 
community. Whatever your ‘reason,’ you 
obviously knew that Achtung – German 
for attention – is a word that struck fear 
into the hearts of millions of Jews who 
heard it screamed by their killers.

Well, you’ve got my attention. And now 
I’ll use it to tell more people, through this 
newspaper, the dangers of indifference to 
anti-Semitism. I will turn your dark act 
into a sliver of light.

The sign you defaced bears my image 
because I bore witness to the genocide of 
the Jewish people in Europe. Out of an 
extended family of more than 60 loving 
members, all but three of us were 
murdered in the Holocaust.

Ironically, I would survive Auschwitz-
Birkenau only because of a terrible 
beating by an SS guard. My injuries sent 
me to the camp hospital where a Polish 
political prisoner working as a surgeon 
gave me a smock and made me clean the 
operating room. Had he not done so, I 
would have ended up in the gas chamber 
along with the other prisoners unable to 
return to work.

After liberation, I moved to Canada, where 
I met my wife, had children, and rebuilt 
my life in the greatest country in the 
world. I had survived, but not without 
images of inhumanity beyond the darkest 
imagination. As much as I may wish to 
forget, I can never betray a promise I made 
to my father, before he was murdered, that 
I would bear witness to all that I saw.

This is why I share my 
story through 
programmes run by 
UJA of Greater 
Toronto’s Neuberger 
Holocaust Centre, as 
featured on the sign 
you vandalised, as well 
as Friends of the Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre. It’s 
why I lead groups of 
young Canadians on 
life-changing 
educational trips to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau 
with March of the Living Canada. And it’s 
why I volunteer with the Centre for Israel 
and Jewish Affairs (CIJA), which advocates 
for stronger hate crime laws and human 
rights laws to protect all vulnerable groups.

My promise to my father is also why I 
wrote my memoirs, a nightmarish process 
of recalling my experience in detail. At age 
89, my time is limited. But, when I am no 
longer here, my voice will still be heard.

Even today, events remind me that the 
Holocaust took place because countless 
individuals gradually normalised 
grotesque acts of evil. During the trial of 
SS guard Oscar Groening, one of two such 
trials at which I testified, he described an 
incident of the SS finding a crying baby 
that someone had desperately hidden in a 
bundle of clothes. Groening didn’t refer to 
the guards’ decision to smash the baby’s 
head against a train car as murder or even 
cruelty. He simply noted that the crying 
stopped, as though such barbarism were a 
part of the job. His choice of words 
showed how an entire society could turn 

dehumanisation into a matter of routine.

What we often forget is that the Holocaust 
started in a German society that, by many 
standards, was ‘normal.’ Germany was a 
place of high culture and higher education. 
A few years before the Holocaust, it was 
considered among the most progressive 
and advanced countries in Europe.

From this, we should learn that anti-
Semitism and hate in all forms thrive 

when dangerous words are met with 
complacency and indifference. To think 
ourselves immune is to remove that 
which inoculates us: awareness, self-
scrutiny, and vigilance.

I am an eye-witness to the power of 
words, which is why, when you use 
Achtung as a weapon, I will not be 
frightened or silent. I will continue using 
my testimony – my words – to help heal 
this world. Given the shocking violence 
that took place on Toronto’s Danforth in 
July 2017, our great city is especially in 
need of healing.

By Max Eisen, Holocaust Survivor based in Toronto

I Won’t Be Silenced!

A photo of Holocaust survivor Max Eisen was defaced with the word ‘Achtung.’

To the vandal who targeted me: 
I won’t be silent about 
anti-Semitism.

Last October, Australian Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison announced that the 
Australian government intended to 
consider moving the Australian embassy 
in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. It was 
a bold statement, for which he was heavily 
criticised. He announced a review process 
in which all interested parties would be 
consulted.

When the time finally came to make a 
decision, however, the Australian 
government fell into the age-old trap of 
trying to craft a compromise policy that 
would please all people.

The result, unfortunately, is a compromise 
statement about Jerusalem issued on 15 
December 2018 that pleased almost no-
one and offended almost everyone.

In formulating its new policy concerning 
the Israel-Palestine dispute, however, the 
Australian government gets into very murky 
water. It is on the status of Jerusalem that 
the government, in my view, goes astray.

The PM rightly emphasised that a 
Palestinian state must come into existence 

as a result of negotiations, and observed 
that there is a ‘rancid stalemate’ between 
Israel and the PLO. He emphatically 
stated that he wanted to “question the 
conventional wisdom” about how the goal 
of two states could be achieved.

But unfortunately, he ended up simply 
repeating the same old mistake of limiting 
the recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital to ‘West’ Jerusalem and repeating 
the universal mantra that Jerusalem must 
be divided into ‘West’ and ‘East’ Jerusalem.

The Australian government decided that 
“Australia now recognises West Jerusalem, 
being the seat of the Knesset and many of 
the institutions of government, is the 
capital of Israel”, and that “furthermore, 
recognising our commitment to a two-
state solution,” the government is also 
“resolved to acknowledge the aspirations 
of the Palestinian people for a future state 
with its capital in East Jerusalem”. 

As a result, Australia will establish a 
defence and trade office in Jerusalem, and 
only move the embassy in support of and 

after final status determination”.

This reflects a failure to recognise the 
facts of history, and a very well-meaning 
but nevertheless distorted perception of 
international law.

Moreover, acknowledging Palestinian 
aspirations for statehood with its capital 
‘in East Jerusalem’, and moving of the 
embassy only as and when a State of 
Palestine has been established pursuant to 
negotiations, will not assist the 
negotiations, nor will they make the 
longed-for Palestinian state more likely. 
This is because they ignore the real causes 
of the stalemate: the structural promotion 
of terror by the Palestinian Authority, the 
continued refusal of the PLO to recognise 
Israel as a Jewish State, the ambitions of 
most Palestinian groups to destroy the 
Jewish State and replace it with an Islamic 
State, and the failure of the Palestinians – 
notwithstanding billions of dollars of 
foreign aid – to create the conditions 
necessary for statehood.

Australia: Jerusalem an Immovable Rock 
By Andrew Tucker, International Editor, Christians for Israel International

Short News

Concern About  
anti-Semitism
Every three years leaders of Jewish 
communities in Europe are asked what 
the particularly important issues are 
for their community. A 2018 survey by 
the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee showed that concern 
about anti-Semitism is growing, 
support for Israel is increasing and that 
the vast majority intends to stay 
where they are. 

More Jews to Israel

In the past year, approximately 5% more 
Jews have left for Israel than the year 
before. In total, 29,600 Jews came to 
Israel, mostly from Russia. | Photo: flickr

Prevent Smuggling
During a farewell visit to the Gaza 
Strip, outgoing Chief of Staff of the 
Israeli army, Eizenkot, said: “We 
thwarted the smuggling of 15-20,000 
rockets to Hamas in the Gaza Strip.” 
He added: “I hope for a long ceasefire 
until the end of 2019 - until then we 
can complete the barrier. To this day I 
do not believe that anything else can 
be done in Gaza.”

A New Bio-Toilet 
Creates Household 
Energy

The new HomeBiogas invention is a 
bio-toilet that feeds directly into a 
backyard bio-digester to create 
household energy. Millions of people 
around the world lack sewage lines 
and even basic toilets, but the 
HomeBiogas Bio-Toilet does not need 
regular connections. Instead, users 
flush the toilet with a manual pump 
using just 1.2 litres of grey water. The 
waste is flushed directly into the 
HomeBiogas solar bio-digester, where 
it is broken down by bacteria and 
transformed into bio-gas for household 
needs, along with other waste such as 
food scraps and animal manure.

While compost toilets can require 
manual emptying and can attract 
pests, the HomeBiogas system is 
completely sealed, and there’s no need 
to have any direct contact or hand-
remove waste.



The Christians for Israel Asia 
‘Standing with Israel’ Conference 
(training the trainers) was held in 
Jakarta on 4 - 5 December 2018.

The conference was the result of months 
of preparation by Hizki Laluyan in the 
Netherlands and Wilson Ng in Kuala 
Lumpur. Together they worked in concert 
with Christians for Israel Indonesia 
leaders, Pastor Dr M. Ferry H. Kakiay, 
(Deputy Bishop of Gereja Bethel Indonesia 
with over 6000 churches), Pastor Brigjen 
Harsanto Adi, (a former General and 
current President of the Indonesian 
Pastors’ Association) and Dr Henoch 
Budiyanto from Gereja Bethel Indonesia. 

In this ‘Training the trainers’ conference, 
every delegate, equipped with Rev W. 

Glashouwer’s book, Why Israel?, study 
guide and workbook written in the Bahasa 
Indonesia language, received training to 
take back to their church leaders. The aim 
was that each delegate would, in turn, use 
these materials to spread the message 
about Israel to their church members. The 
success of this conference will in time, be 
gauged, not only from how many came to 
this conference, but also by how many 
leaders train their bible study leaders to 
convey the message about Israel to 
members of their congregations.  

On the first day of the conference, 
training was held at Gereja Bethel 
Indonesia (GBI), Fatmawati, Cilandak, 
South Jakarta. Pastor Lumahan (C4i 
Philippines) explained the reasons for 
standing with Israel. 

Kuen Yoon and Siew Fong, regional 
trainers in Asia, then took the participants 
through the key points in each chapter of 
the Why Israel? workbook. 35 pastors and 
church leaders attended this training. 
They felt empowered to stand in 
solidarity with Israel and to use the Why 
Israel? workbook for training.  

On the following day, 236 bible college 
professors and students, national leaders, 
pastors and church leaders gathered at 
Gajah Mada Plaza Tower, Jakarta for an 
introductory speech by Pastor Brigjen 
Harsanto Ali followed by presentations 
regarding Israel by Pastor Lumahan, Siew 
Fong and Kuen Yoon. A panel discussion 
followed allowing questions from the 
audience. This segment of the training 
was particularly well received. We received 
wonderful feedback from the participants 
who were grateful for the clarity of our 
explanations. Questions included the size 
of the promised land, why we should 
stand with Israel even though most Jews 

have rejected Christ as Messiah, and how, 
because of that rejection, the early 
followers of Jesus took the message of 
salvation to the Gentiles. A key 
clarification was that standing with Israel 
does not require embracing Judaism. 

That evening, Pastor Lumahan, Kuen Yoon 
and Siew Fong also spoke at a combined 
meeting from Pentecost Holiness Harvest 
Church and Obaja Bible School. 75 bible 
students, teachers and church leaders, 
mostly young adults, listened with rapt 
attention and asked questions, hungry for 
the message on Israel.

Encouraged by the success of this 
conference, Christians for Israel Indonesia 
leaders have proposed a longer conference 
in 2019, at more venues and with topics 
taught at greater depth. There is much 
work to be done, considering that 
Indonesia’s Christian population is 24 
million and the total population of the 
country was 264 million in 2017.

Christians for Israel Happenings04

The activities of Christians for Israel 
have expanded to almost 40 
countries. The United Kingdom was 
one of the first countries where 
Christians for Israel was established. 

Some 20 years ago, conferences were 
being organised and the Israel & 
Christians Today UK newspaper was being 
published. The number of subscribers  
increased rapidly to 400, with an extra 
1500 copies printed for distribution into 
churches. The first pioneers who set up 
the UK branch have left, and conferences 
have not been held for some years. 
However, this situation changed last year. 
James Patrick, an Oxford theologian, was 
approached by Christians for Israel and 
was impressed with our biblical vision on 
Israel and our mission. He recognised a 
close resemblance between his biblical 
understanding and the vision which 
Christians for Israel is spreading. James 
says: “I was born in Papua New Guinea. 

I came to the UK for university study in 
2000, and became acquainted with the 
Jewish community. I am now actively 
involved in both Christian and Jewish 
communities. I have chosen to remain 
single to be more effective in the work 
which I feel God has called me to.”

James completed bachelors, masters and 
doctoral degrees in biblical studies in 
Cambridge and Oxford. He is connected 
to an extended network of theologians, 
pastors and church leaders. In a recent 
Israel & Christians Today (UK edition) 
James wrote: “I am keen to meet up with 
church leaders and teachers, whatever 
their political views about the Middle 
East, to discuss how the Bible can shape 
our beliefs and actions.” 

Last year, James was officially appointed 
as our National Representative. We are 
very happy and thankful that the Lord 
provided a new and inspired 
representative in the UK. He has already 

written a few excellent articles in the 
recently launched UK edition of our 
newspaper. Let us pray that the Lord will 
bless James Patrick and that he, the board 

and volunteers around him, will be 
effective and influential in their 
relationships with churches and 
Christians in the UK. 

C4I UK Welcomes a Fresh Vision 
By Rev Cornelis Kant, Executive Director, Christians for Israel International
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James Patrick speaking at a European Coalition for Israel forum

C4I Asia ‘Standing with Israel’ 
By Chan Siew Fong, Christians for Israel Asia Regional Trainer

Rev Conrado Lumahan exhorting the Indonesian pastors and leaders to stand with Israel.  

Regional trainer Kuen Yoon teaching the Indonesian trainers how to use the workbook Why Israel?



In this article, Rev Henk Poot 
continues his journey through Judea 
and Samaria - the Biblical Heartland.

Mount Gerizim
We continue our journey, still in the 
upper north of Israel’s heartland. As I 
wrote last time: there is so much to see 
here. Every step of the way is a step on 
biblical ground. 

I previously mentioned the two 
mountains that arise here: Mount 
Gerizim and Mount Ebal. Both face the 
biblical Shechem (also spelt Sichem) that 
extends into the valley between both 
mountains. Behind it runs the wide and 
long valley that slowly descends in the 
direction of the river Jordan. Here the 
people of Israel entered the Promised 
Land with their new leader Joshua. Mount 
Gerizim is the more widely known of the 
two mountains. A single road meanders 
upwards from the foot of the mountain to 
the top. On top is the village Har Bracha 
(the mountain of the blessing), that 

harbours a yeshiva where soldiers 
combine their military service with 
studying the Bible and Jewish tradition.

Picking Grapes
This is where the famous rabbi Melamed 
lives. I have been there quite often, even 
in the wintertime when an icy wind was 
blowing over the plateau and we 
interviewed each other in the dining 
room, at lunchtime, about our faith in 
God and the Messiah. Of course, we did 
that in the warm summer too, when the 

grapes were being picked in the vineyards. 
As a matter of fact, this work is done by a 
Christian family and all sorts of 
volunteers, who fulfil their part of Isaiah’s 
prophecy: “Strangers will shepherd your 
flocks; foreigners will work your fields 
and vineyards. And you will be called 
priests of the Lord; you will be named 
ministers of our God.” (Isaiah 61:5-6a). 

This is only the picking though; the 
winemaking process is being done 
without ‘foreign’ intervention - that 
wouldn’t be kosher. 

Samaritans
Mount Gerizim is also known for the 
Samaritan village that is located there, one 
of the two remaining villages in present-
day Israel. At Pesach, they celebrate the 
biblical feast of the Exodus from Egypt, 
and they still bring their sacrifices to 
where their temple once stood. Mount 

Gerizim has always been very important 
to the Samaritans, more important even 
than Jerusalem (John 4:20). Maybe that has 
to do with the fact that they only consider 
the Books of Moses as their Bible. 

Hear Israel
That automatically takes us to the Book of 
Deuteronomy. Chapter 11 tells how God 
orders Israel, when entering the country, 
to stop between the two mountains. On 
Mount Ebal the Israelites were to build a 
stone altar, coated with white chalk and 
with the words of the Law written on it. 
The altar is still on one of the sides of 
Mount Ebal. After that, some tribes were 
to position themselves opposite Mount 
Gerizim, and the others opposite Mount 
Ebal. Levites, accompanied by the Ark of 
the Covenant, would bless the people 
from Mount Gerizim and pronounce a 
curse over all who turn their backs on 
God’s Word (Deuteronomy 27:11). That is 
what happened here. This is also where 
Joshua read the words of the Law: “There 
was not a word of all that Moses had 
commanded that Joshua did not read to 
the whole assembly of Israel, including 
the women and children, and the 
foreigners who lived among them” (Joshua 
8:35). The message was clear: before Israel 
enters the country to inhabit it, it had to 
listen to what God says. That stamps 
Israel as a nation too. It is the people of 
Shema Yisrael, ‘Hear O Israel’, and guided 
by God’s words it will be able to be what it 
is (a holy people) and fulfil its calling to 
make God’s 
name known 
amongst the 
nations. 

Having 
descended 
from Mount 
Gerizim, the 
mountain of 
the blessings, 
we begin our 
journey 
southwards. 
Following the 
trail of the 
patriarchs, we 
shall travel an 
ancient road, 
eventually 
leading us to 
Beersheba.

Our Journey Continues 
By Rev Henk Poot, Christians for Israel Netherlands
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Short News

More Marinas

The Israeli Ministry of Transport wants 
to build nine new marinas along the 
Mediterranean coast. The number of 
landing stages would be extended 
from a little under three thousand to 
ten thousand. The plan has provoked 
passionate reactions among 
environmental activists and the public. 
| Photo: Flash90

Death Penalty
The Israeli government is in the 
process of adopting a law to allow 
terrorists to be punished with the 
death penalty. This was already legally 
possible but only in the case of a 
unanimous judgement by three judges. 
Under the new law, only a two to one 
majority will be necessary to invoke a 
death sentence. In Israel many favour 
the death penalty for terrorists.  

Aid to Palestinian 
Children

Anyone who is born deaf in the Gaza 
strip or the Palestinian Authority-
controlled parts of Judea and Samaria 
(West Bank) has a problem. There is 
no help available in the form of 
cochlear implant technology. This is 
something the Israeli doctors at the 
Hadassah hospital in Jerusalem really 
care about. They help children from 
these areas. “It is a difficult process, 
but thanks to the close liaison 
between the Palestinian Authority and 
the Peres Centre for Peace we 
succeed”, says Dr Michal Kaufman, 
head of the cochlear implant 
department. | Photo: Flash90

Medical Cannabis 
Next Big Cure-All
Medical cannabis research was born in 
Israel. Israeli scientists remain at the 
forefront of discovering how 
compounds found in the herb can help 
untold numbers of people suffering 
from conditions including cancer, 
chronic pain, diabetes, epilepsy, asthma, 
insomnia, autism, PTSD, inflammatory 
bowel disease, Parkinson’s, multiple 
sclerosis, Crohn’s and Tourette 
syndrome, among others. This could be 
one of the biggest healthcare 
breakthroughs of the decade.

View overlooking Mount Gerizim, with on the right the red rooftops of Har Bracha 
| Photo: Deror Avi/CC Wikimedia Commons

Volunteers helping out in a vineyard picking grapes | Photo: Flash90

Samaritans in a religious meeting at Mount Gerizim | Photo: Flash90



In this article, we continue our 
discussion of the ‘Twelve Theses of 
Faith on Israel’ published by 
Christians for Israel.

Thesis 6: We believe that there is the 
mystery of the hardening in part of Israel 
for our sake, but that there is also the 
blindness of the Church for Israel, and a 
veil over the nations with regard to Israel.

Elaboration: With the Apostle Paul we 
acknowledge that a ‘hardening in part’ 
and temporarily has come upon Israel. 
This will only be the case ‘until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in’ and 
one day all Israel shall be saved. With 
great anticipation and fervent prayers we 
are expecting that glorious future for the 
people of God.  

Clarification: The understanding of this 
matter is no less than the understanding 
of a mystery (Greek: mustērion), that the 
Apostle reveals to the members of the 
church in Rome, in order that they may 
not become conceited and come to wrong 
opinions and conclusions by their own 
reasoning – words that we, living in the 
21st century, should fully take to heart! 
When Jesus was rejected as the promised 
Messiah, the message of salvation came to 
the Gentiles, to the nations. It was the 
Apostle’s desire to provoke his fellow 
Israelites to jealousy by this ‘success’ of his 
mission. In other words, Paul wanted to 
engage all Israel in this mission to the 
Gentiles (Romans 2:19 and 3:2 with Romans 
11:11-12). 

While Christians sometimes have 
understood it as their calling to provoke to 
jealousy all those of Israel who have not 
yet received the revelation about Jesus 
(Romans 11:11), when has the Church over 
the centuries ever tried to provoke Israel 
to jealousy by showing unconditional 
love? With few exceptions by individual 
Christians, Christianity at large did hardly 
anything, but added to their affliction.’

Reflection by 
Rev Cornelis Kant 
In Romans 11:25-27, Paul says: “I do not 
want you to be ignorant of this mystery, 
brothers and sisters, so that you may not 
be conceited: Israel has experienced a 
hardening in part until the full number of 
the Gentiles has come in. And in this way, 
all Israel will be saved as it is written: ‘The 
deliverer will come from Zion; He will 
turn godlessness away from Jacob. And 
this is my covenant with them when I take 
away their sins.’”

Paul speaks about a temporary hardening 
of a part of the Jewish people until…. He 
calls it a ‘mystery’. The early Church, on 
the contrary, did not understand that the 
rejection of Jesus as their Messiah by the 
larger part of the Jewish people was a 
divine mystery. They just saw it as 
stubbornness and unwillingness to 
believe. Many Christians in the first 
century felt confirmed in this view about 
the Jews when Jerusalem and the Holy 
Temple were destroyed by the Romans. 
They saw this as a divine sign of rejection 
and curse of the Jewish people. Judaism 
had become obsolete, and the Christian 
Church was now the true Israel.

Despite the wrong way in which many 
people form their way of thinking and 
their theology, all God’s covenants with 
and promises to the Jewish people remain 
and will be completely fulfilled. The 
prophet Isaiah writes: “On this mountain, 
He will destroy the shroud that enfolds all 
peoples, the sheet that covers all nations 
(…) He will remove his people’s disgrace 
from all the earth. The Lord has spoken” 
(Isaiah 25:7-8). In beautiful metaphorical 
words, he speaks about a sheet that covers 
us as nations, and also about the removal 
of the disgrace inflicted on the Jewish 
people by its opponents. Just as Paul 
writes: “For God has committed them all 

to disobedience, that He might have 
mercy on all” (Romans 11:32). 

Anti-Jewish and anti-Semitic thinking and 
feeling within the Christian churches over 
the ages led to misinterpretation and abuse 
of Bible verses. In Galatians 6:12, Paul 

wishes God’s peace and mercy upon all 
Christians and upon ‘the Israel of God’, 
echoing Psalms 125 and 128 where the poet 
wishes ‘peace be on Israel’. What a beautiful 
expression of God’s continuous love and 
communion with Israel, His people. 
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th6  Thesis: The Mystery
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

Twelve Theses of Faith on Israel 
1. We believe that Israel was created and chosen by God to bless the nations.

2. We believe that the Church and the nations should bless Israel. 

3. We believe that the Church has not replaced Israel. By faith in Jesus Christ we also 
have become ‘children of Abraham’, the father of all who believe.

4. We believe that all the Covenants since Abraham have been made with Israel. 

5. We believe that the Lord will be faithful to all the Covenants He made with Israel, as 
well as to all the promises He gave to the Church. 

6. We believe that there is the mystery of the hardening in part of Israel for our sake, 
but that there is also the blindness of the Church for Israel, and a veil over the 
nations with regard to Israel.

7. We believe that the Church should repent for all deeds of anti-Semitism committed in 
her name, and should show her true repentance in acts of love and solidarity with 
Israel and the Jewish people.

8. We believe that the restoration of the Jewish people to the Promised Land of Israel is 
the beginning of ultimate redemption. We believe that the nations carry a 
responsibility to help the Jews return.

9. We believe that the City of Jerusalem is the place where the Lord again will make His 
Holy Name dwell.

10. We believe that one day, Messiah will come to establish His worldwide Kingdom, 
Then the bodily resurrection of the righteous dead will take place and they will reign 
with Christ in His Kingdom on earth. We therefore pray for the peace of Jerusalem.

11. We believe that the Son of man will sit in judgment over the nations when the 
Kingdom comes and will ask them how they have treated Israel and the Jewish people.

12. We believe that ultimately and finally the renewal of all things will take place. 
Creation will be delivered from its bondage to decay and be brought into the glorious 
freedom of the children of God. And God will be all and in all.

Israel’s security situation remains the 
number one topic on the political 
agenda in the Jewish state. 

There have been huge changes in the last 
eight years following the beginning of 
what has been dubbed ‘The Arab Spring’, 
the (Islamist) uprising against regimes 
across the Middle East.

Israel managed to stay out of the Syrian 
fray to a certain extent and has improved 
its ties with a range of Arab countries 
while at the same time has been battling 
the growing Iranian entrenchment in 
Lebanon, Syria and the Gaza Strip.

In 2018 it became clear that the Israeli 
military has shifted its focus from counter-
terror operations to sophisticated and 
intelligent warfare aimed at trimming 
Iran’s growing influence in the Middle East.

Israeli leaders, including PM Netanyahu 

and the top brass of the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF), started to discuss openly 
what the IDF and the Israeli air force (IAF) 
were doing against the growing Iranian 
threat to the Jewish state.

At the same time, there have been reports 
of multiple airstrikes against Iran-related 
targets in Syria.

The goal of this relentless campaign was 
to stop the Iranian military build-up in 
Syria and Lebanon.

On 10 May 2018, the first confrontation 
took place between the Quds Force of the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps in 
Syria and the IAF, which changed the way 
Iran acted in the war-torn country.

After Qassem Soleimani, the shrewd 
commander of the Quds Force, ordered 
the launch of 30 missiles at northern Israel, 
the IAF reacted by launching a devastating 

bombardment which destroyed 80 targets 
linked to the Quds Force and the Syrian 
army. In one fell swoop, the IAF delivered a 
devastating blow to the Iranian axis in 

Syria, and continued after that by targeting 
every delivery of sophisticated  weapons to 
the Iranian axis, Hezbollah in particular.

Israel’s Greatest Threat is Iran
By Yochanan Visser, Correspondent in Israel

Continued on pg 7
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Sitting at my 
desk as I write, 
the sun is 
shining and 
the air is hot. 
We are 
working 
through the 
huge pile of 

mail and correspondence that arrived over 
the Christmas Holiday period, once again 
humbled to see the support of so many 
New Zealanders. 

Last year was an amazing, albeit extremely 
busy, year in support of Israel, and 2019 
looks to be similar. The biennial 
Christians for Israel International Forum 
in Jerusalem is held at the beginning of 
March, after which we look forward to 
hosting another 40+ Kiwis on our study 
tour of Israel. Those who have been able 
to travel through Israel will agree with me, 
it is a life-changing experience. It is a 
wonderful thing to set foot in the Holy 
Land, and a great privilege to be able to 
lead groups all the way from New Zealand!

At the moment the news media is full of 
commentary about the pending Israeli 
elections. As seems to be common with 
our Israeli friends, the rhetoric and 
political point-scoring is loud and fast -
although to be fair this is certainly not 
unique to the Israelis! Much as I struggle 
with the loud, brash campaign noise that 
seems to go along with the election 
process – in any democratic country – it 
does offer a poignant reminder of Israel’s 
unique status. Israel remains the only 
truly democratic state in the Middle East. 
We pray that the election period will be 
smooth and peaceful, and that others 
around the world, pushing their own 
agenda, will be kept out!

Back in New Zealand we will continue to 
increase our efforts in 2019. Our 
Christians for Israel mandate is to Inform 
and Inspire, and to Comfort the Jews. A 
huge part of our work here is to try and 
combat the deliberate misinformation 
that Israel’s enemies would have people 
believe. Ensuring that we can provide 
accurate, honest information that tel s the 

l

truth about Israel is an increasingly 
challenging task. Please take a look at the 
range of books, tools and resource 
materials we have. Information is on the 
back page. Similarly, Inspiring the church 
to learn the true biblical position of Israel 
is essential, so that Christians might 
refrain from the anti-Semitism  that 
remains rife in the world today. I am 
regularly shocked when speaking with 
ministers and pastoral colleagues who, 
not only have very little understanding of 
the biblical truth about Israel, but also 
what they do believe is often an extremely 
negative, twisted and anti-Israel position. 
We have much work to do!

It is a wonderful privilege to receive gifts 
and contributions from all over New 
Zealand, from real people who have heard 
and understood the call to bless God’s 
people. We are delighted to be able to 
send these funds on to  various projects, 
and most importantly to support Aliyah. 
We know that our brothers and sisters on 
the other side of the world are deeply 
touched to receive such generosity from 

so far away. Special thanks must also go to 
those wonderful supporters who 
contribute to our ministry costs. We are 
currently working through budgets and 
plans for the rest of 2019 and onwards 
and, whilst our funding is very tight at the 
moment, we remain extremely grateful 
for these contributions that allow us to 
continue the work.

On behalf of the Christians for Israel New 
Zealand team, thank you for taking the 
time to join us in this edition. Thank you 
too, to those many people who contribute 
to this work and to the comforting of 
God’s people. May you be richly blessed.     
| Photo: Devon Cotterill, flickr
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By Bryce Turner, New Zealand National Executive Director

Israel Institute of New Zealand (IINZ) 
director, Dr David Cumin, is calling on 
the International Paralympic Committee 
to move an upcoming Paralympic event 
out of Malaysia following a decision, by 
the Malaysian Government, not to allow 
Israeli athletes to enter the country to 
participate in the event.

The International Paralympic Committee 
(IPC) has expressed disappointment at the 
announcement by Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohamad to ban 
Israeli athletes from the 2019 World Para 
Swimming Championships which are 
being hosted in Malaysia in July/August 
and has said that it is working with 
Malaysia to ‘find a solution’.

However, Dr Cumin is calling on the IPC 
to act quickly to move the event in keeping 
with their vision and goals – especially 
those which espouse a desire to “Promote 
sports for athletes with impairments 
without discrimination for political, 
religious, economic, disability, racial, 
gender or sexual orientation reasons.”

Dr David Cumin, says statements by 
Malaysian Prime Minister Mohamed are 
completely at odds with these goals and 
says that the decision to move the event 
out of Malaysia should be clear.

“Mohamad is a racist who has previously 

described Jews as ‘hook-nosed’ and 
blamed them for creating the troubles in 
the Middle East and who has made it clear 
that Malaysia will not host any event that 
has representation from, or participation 
by, Israel”.

Dr Cumin says that, while it is 
commendable that the IPC has tried to 
resolve the issue, the bigotry of Malaysia’s 
leadership is clear and that allowing the 
event to continue with discrimination 
would be antithetical to the ideals of the 
IPC. He also notes that there are clear 
lessons for New Zealand in what he refers 
to as ‘this shabby affair’.

“New Zealand joined forces with Malaysia 
(and Senegal and Venezuela) in co-
sponsoring United Nations Security 
Council resolution 2334, against Israel, in 
2016 – a move which was overwhelmingly 
criticised by many kiwis at the time. Now 
we’re starting to get a taste of the true 
racist motivations of one our bedfellows 
in that exercise and it’s a timely reminder 
to be very wary of who we lend our 
support to”.

Dr Cumin has also suggested that New 
Zealand could offer to ‘step into the 
breach’ and host the World 
Championship event. 

“I note that Australian Labour MP, 

Michael Danby, has called on Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison to host the 
Paralympics swimmers in Australia, 
“where swimmers of all faiths and 
nationalities will be welcome to attend, 
without discrimination” – and it would be 
good if New Zealand either supported that 
idea, or we offered to host it ourselves”.

Dr Cumin says that such a gesture would 
go a long way toward repairing some of 
the recent damage done to the New 
Zealand Israeli relationship.

UPDATE: The International Paralympic 
Committee has stood by its principles and 

withdrawn the event from Malaysia. Andrew 
Parsons, IPC President, said: “The 
Paralympic Movement has, and always will 
be, motivated by a desire to drive inclusion, 
not exclusion.” 

Furthermore, Para Sport New Zealand 
responded to IINZ in apparent agreement 
with the IPC move, saying “Para sport 
provides the opportunity for all nations and 
Para athletes to compete throughout the 
world. New Zealand teams want to ensure 
that they are able to compete against the 
best in the world at every competition.”
| Photo: Razi Livnat, Wikipedia

Israel Institute Slams Racist Ban
Courtesy of Israel Institute of New Zealand

 



Each year on 27 January people 
gather all over the world to 
remember the Holocaust. But 
amazingly, this remembrance is a 
fairly recent event.

27 January was chosen because it was the 
day the Red Army liberated Auschwitz-
Birkenau, the first of the camp liberations. 
UN Resolution 60/7 only passed on 1 
November 2005 setting aside that date for 
global holocaust remembrance and 
mandated the UN to provide an annual 
theme. Up until then, only a few nations 
had their own remembrance days. 

Interestingly, it was only in 2005 that it 
was felt necessary for a day to be 
dedicated to the cause globally as 
memories were failing. 27 January 1945 
was the fateful day in history which put 
paid to any notion that the rumours of 
the atrocities in the death camps were 
exaggerated or untrue. On that day the 
horrors of the Holocaust were visible for 
all to see and news travelled fast. Thus it 
is an important date to mark.

Here in New Zealand official Holocaust 
remembrance ceremonies have been held 
in Auckland, Wellington and 
Christchurch including in Parliament to 
mark the day with local services taking 
place in other areas. Ironically UNESCO 
plays a hosting role in these ceremonies as 
the UN’s representative in NZ. It is an 
opportunity to remember and show 
solidarity with the Jewish and Israeli 
communities. For the Jews here who lost 
family, it is a sombre day of remembrance. 

In Wellington, the ceremony spearheaded 
by the Holocaust Centre is held adjacent to 
the Holocaust memorial; which is part of 
the Jewish section of the Makara cemetery. 
It features speeches from the Jewish 
community, diplomatic community, 
Members of Parliament, Wellington’s 
mayor and local councillors, government 

officials including the Race Relations 
Conciliator and representatives from the 
Human Right Commission and UNESCO. 
Sadly, few Christians attend. Touchingly, 
representatives of communities are paired 
to lay stones together on the Holocaust 
memorial, for example, the German 
Ambassador with a Holocaust survivor. It 
is an opportunity not just to remember 
those who suffered and died, but also to 
get a sense of what is happening in NZ 
regarding Anti-semitism and learn what is 
being done about it. Given the scale and 
severity of Anti-Semitic comments here 
particularly online, it is very clear that this 
job must not be left up to the Jewish 
community alone.

Holocaust remembrance began in New 
Zealand when a faithful band of Jews first 
began putting together artefacts to 
remember their loved ones and placed 
them in a dedicated corner of the 
orthodox synagogue in Wellington. As the 
collection grew, some impetus came for 
establishing a Holocaust memorial 
ultimately leading to the Holocaust 
Centre being developed as part of the 
Jewish Community Centre (JCC) adjacent 
to the orthodox synagogue in Webb Street 
Wellington. It was decided that the 
Centre would feature details of the scale 
of the Holocaust, tell the NZ survivors’ 
stories, be a repository for artefacts, 
provide education and library resources 
and include a timeline showing NZ’s 
involvement with the Holocaust including 
selling wool for enemy uniforms and the 
government’s restrictions on Jewish 
immigration and family reunification, lest 
we try to claim innocence by virtue of 
isolation and/or ignorance. The Centre 
also runs the Paul Seideman school 
holocaust essay competitions; with prizes 
awarded annually at Parliament on 27 
January.

In 2010 pupils from Wellington’s tiny 
Moriah school also located in the JCC 

decided to collect 
buttons for all the 1.5 
million children who 
died in the 
Holocaust, a global 
first. It was an 
ambitious project 
given the scale. But 
the target was 
reached. Later the 
buttons were handed 
over to the Holocaust 
Centre. Now the 
button memorial will 
be a travelling set of 
boxes to allow more 
people to connect 
with the project.

Travelling exhibitions 
such as Anne Frank 
have helped shaped 
NZ’s collective 
understanding of the 
Holocaust on a 
personal level as well 
as many famous 
movies and books 
such as The Boy in 
Striped Pyjamas.

For some years the Jewish Federation of 
NZ has been the prime mover in bringing 
Holocaust Survivors to NZ to tell their 
stories in schools. They felt it was 
important to put a human face to the 
tragedy in light of Holocaust denial, the 
time which has elapsed since the war and 
because of the isolation of NZ, to the lack 
of any first-hand connection. They were 
spurred on by many Kiwis commenting 
that they remember a survivor coming to 
their school to recount their story which 
left an indelible mark on them.

A key component of Holocaust 
remembrance in NZ changed when it was 
decided to extend the successful 
Australian Educators Yad Vashem 
programme to include a separate biannual 
NZ course. 

Now in its fourth intake, the programme 
sends about 25-30 educators to Israel in 
Mid-January to study at the prestigious 
international school at Yad Vashem for 
about three weeks. It is now the pre-
eminent continuing education course for 
teachers and attracted around 100 
applications last year. High School 
teachers submit a proposal to develop a 
piece of work related to the Holocaust 
and then commit to teaching it, thus 
ensuring that Holocaust remembrance 
will continue in NZ for many years to 
come. As with all these endeavours, we 
have to keep on doing them as each year a 
new cohort arises. | Photos: Joanna Moss
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By Joanna Moss, NZ Friends of Israel, Wellington

The rickety nature of the Polish buildings remind us of how bleak and cold it must have been in winter

Valley of Communities - Yad Vashem Jerusalem. Lost world - A section of the names of towns and 
cities where deceased Jews came from shows how widespread the Holocaust really was

Metal tree in the Grounds of Yad Vashem devoid of life, 
but when you look at it closely, it is made up of lost Jews

A forever reminder of the Holocaust
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Recently Israel marked its 70th 
anniversary of Independence. Israel’s 
rebirth as a nation in 1948 wasn’t an 
easy birth. It was paid in advance by 
the bloodshed of Jews who wanted 
nothing more than a homeland of 
their own; one place that could 
shelter them, and their descendants, 
from the persecution experienced 
wherever they went to live, be it 
Europe, Asia or North Africa.  

The Holocaust was a grim reminder to us 
all of the ugly manifestation of antisemitism 
in term of human casualties, 6 million men, 
women and children systematically killed 
for the ‘crime’ of being born Jewish.

However, 70 years on, threats to Israel’s 
sovereignty remain. To protect this, Israel 
is one of the few countries in the world 
which has compulsory military service for 
its Jewish citizens, both male and female. 
Druze and Arab citizens can volunteer to 
join the Israel Defense Force (IDF), and 
many do. 

The security threats to its borders are as 
real as they were pre-Independence and 
the threat of war is always imminent from 
hostile neighbours. This is hard for New 
Zealanders to understand. We wake in the 
mornings and go to bed at night without 
lingering concerns of security threats 
from rockets, incendiary devices or 
suicide attacks.

These days, to truly appreciate Israeli 
history, you need to have patience to peel 
back the layers upon layers of lies and 
half-truths that envelope its 
establishment as the homeland for the 
persecuted Jewish people. Is it not curious 
that Israel is the only country in the world 

that constantly must justify its existence? 
The creation of Pakistan, carved out of 
India about the same time as Israel was 
established in British mandate Palestine, 
is unchallenged. No one challenges 
Pakistan’s statehood, even though the 
circumstances of its establishment are 
similar, with many Hindu-Indian being 
forced to vacate their ancestral lands to be 
replaced by Pakistani-Muslims. 
Additionally, unlike Pakistan, Israel has a 
historical claim that supports its 
establishment as a Jewish state. 

New Zealand could benefit by forging 
closer ties with Israel, but this seems 
unlikely. New Zealand does not even have a 
consulate, let alone an embassy in Israel. 
Instead, the New Zealand Embassy is run 
out of its Embassy in Turkey. In 1948, New 
Zealand did the right thing by voting in 
favour of the UN General Assembly’s 
Partition Plan for the creation of the Jewish 
State, but in more recent times, New 
Zealand has regularly voted against Israel in 
various UN platforms. To our shame, New 
Zealand co-sponsored UN Security Council 
Resolution 2334, which would deny Jewish 
access to its holy sites in Jerusalem. Then 
too, it shamefully abstained on the motion 
which required a two-third majority, to 
allow the passage of the recent UNGA 
resolution condemning Hamas. 

Our indifference to the plight of the 
Israelis, who live under a constant stream 
of terrorist attacks, from Hamas, Fatah, 
Hezbollah and others, is inconsistent with 
our values as a nation that values 
freedom, fairness, justice, human rights, 
and democracy. But the terrorist groups 
who are so determined in their resolve to 
annihilate Israel, are merely part of wider 
concerted efforts to undermine Israel’s 

sovereignty as the only functioning 
democratic country in the Middle East. 

Israel is diminutive in size, has no natural 
resources to speak of, has many enemies 
and very few loyal friends. Against 
insurmountable odds, it has not only 
managed to survive but thrive and has 
emerged as a technological and economic 
powerhouse. It's achievement in reviving 
the Hebrew language, which had not been 
spoken since the 2nd century CE is 
miraculous. In this time of increasing water 
challenges, Israel has much to teach the 
world. In the words of its founding father, 
David Ben-Gurion, Israel took a barren and 
arid land and made the ‘desert bloom’. 

“This life as a simple citizen and labourer has 
its benefits not only for the person himself 
but perhaps also for his country. After all, 

there is room for only one Prime Minister, but 
for those who make the desert bloom, there is 
room for hundreds, thousands and even 
millions. And the destiny of the state is in the 
hands of the many rather than of a single 
individual. There are times when an individual 
feels he should do those things which only 
can and should be done by the many.” 

David Ben-Gurion, “Why I Retired to the Desert,” The 
New York Times Magazine, 28 March 1954

That Israel can celebrate its 70th year of 
independence is a testimony to the 
indomitable spirit of the Jewish people 
and the power of faith. | Photo: Blake 
Campbell, Unsplash

This article is written by a woman who was 
a Muslim but is now a Christian and a 
strong Zionist. She does not wish her name 
to be published for security reasons.

Israel: 70 Years On
Author’s name withheld
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On 25 January 1949, the first elections 
were held for the Knesset, which was then 
called the Constituent Assembly. On 14 
February 1949, (the New Year of the 
Trees), the first sitting of the Constituent 
Assembly took place at the Jewish Agency 
building in Jerusalem. In honour of the 
event, the poet Nathan Alterman wrote 
his poem ‘With the First Knesset.’ Most 
representatives arrived in Jerusalem from 
the coastal area, stopping on their way for 
a tree-planting ceremony. The ritual of 
planting trees in Jerusalem and its 
surroundings have since become an 
integral part of the Knesset’s birthday 
celebrations. 

The President of the Provisional State 
Council, Professor Chaim Weizmann, had 
said at the opening sitting of the 
Constituent Assembly: “It is with a sense 
of honour and awe that I rise to open the 
Constituent Assembly of the State of 
Israel, the first Jewish assembly of our day, 
in Jerusalem, the eternal city. At this great 
moment in the history of our people, we 
give thanks and praise to the God of 
Israel, by whose grace we have been 
privileged to see redemption, after 
generations of suffering and misery... 

Knesset Members, I congratulate you on 
your first meeting. Remember that the 
eyes of the whole Jewish world are upon 
you and that the yearning and prayers of 
past generations accompany you...”

Following these opening remarks, Joseph 
Shprinzak was elected as Speaker of the 
Constituent Assembly. 

Two days following the opening sitting, 
the Constituent Assembly decided that 
the State of Israel’s house of 
representatives will be named the 
‘Knesset.’ The origin of the name is in the 
name of the ‘Men of the Great Assembly’, 
the supreme authority of the sages of 
Israel that convened in Jerusalem after the 
return of the Jewish people from their 
exile in Babylon, during the 5th century 
BC. The number of members in the 
Knesset was also determined by the 120 
members of the ‘Great Assembly.

The work procedures and traditions of the 
Knesset were derived from the Assembly 
of Representatives, which was the elected 
body of the Jewish community during the 
British Mandate in Eretz Yisrael. It was 
also the origin of the electoral system for 
the Knesset. The Knesset also adopted 
several procedures from the British 

Parliament, the ‘Mother of Parliaments.’

Following the first sitting at the Jewish 
Agency’s building in Jerusalem, the 
Knesset moved its location to Tel Aviv and 
held its sittings for nine months at the 
Kesem Cinema and the San Remo Hotel. 

On 13 December 1949, the first Prime 
Minister of Israel, David Ben Gurion, 
stated that “Jewish Jerusalem is an organic 
and inseparable part of the State of Israel, 
just as it is inseparable from Israeli 
history, from the faith of Israel and the 
soul of our people,” and the Knesset 
decided to move its seat back to 
Jerusalem. The first sittings were held 
once again in the Jewish Agency’s 
building, and on 13 March 1950, it moved 
to the Froumine House on King George 

Street in Jerusalem. Knesset sittings were 
held there for more than 16 years. 

On 25 July 1956, the Knesset Presidium, in 
cooperation with the Israeli Architects 
and Engineers Association, declared a 
public competition for the building plans 
of the permanent Knesset building in the 
Government Complex at Givat Ram. 
While the competition took place, it was 
made public that Baron James de 
Rothschild left a sum of six million Israeli 
liras (Israeli currency) in his will for the 
construction of the building. The 
cornerstone for the new Knesset building 
was laid on 14 October 1958, in the 
presence of the baron’s widow. The 
building was inaugurated in a national 
ceremony on 30 August 1966. | Photo: Israel 
Democracy Institute

Knesset Turns 70 - Historic Election
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The international community refers 
consistently to ‘the 1967 lines’. Many 
regard these lines as Israel’s borders. 
Israel’s ‘occupation’ of territories 
outside these lines is often – directly 
or indirectly - said to be illegal under 
international law.

For example UN Security Council 
Resolution 2334 (December 2016), which 
states that the Council ‘will not recognise 
any changes to the 4 June 1967 lines, 
including in regards to Jerusalem, other 
than those agreed by the parties through 
negotiations’. 

Another name for the ‘1967 lines’ is the 
‘1949 Armistice Lines’ or ‘Green Line’. 

How and when was 
the Green Line 
created? 

The Mandate for Palestine (created by the 
League of Nations in 1922) envisioned the 
establishment of a Jewish homeland ‘in 
Palestine’. ‘Palestine’ was (after the 
separation of Transjordan from the 
remainder of the Mandate territory in 
1922) defined as the whole territory west 
of the Jordan River, from ‘Dan’ (the Golan 
Heights) in the north, to ‘Beersheba’ (the 
Negev desert) in the south. Arguably, the 
Jewish state that was intended by the 
Mandate was to cover all of Palestine. 

As it turned out, because of the War of 
Independence, the eastern borders of the 
State of Israel when it was created on 14 
May 1948 were unclear, and they remain 
disputed to this day. 

The War of Independence broke out when 
the Arabs in Palestine, with the 
surrounding Arab nations, rejected and 
initiated violent resistance to the UN 
Partition Plan in November 1947. It 
entered a new phase when five 
neighbouring Arab states attacked Israel 
immediately upon its creation on 14 May 
1948. The war came to an end when 
hostilities ceased, and Armistice 
Agreements were signed in early/mid-
1949 with Egypt (24 February 1949), 
Lebanon (23 March 1949), Jordan (3 April 
1949), and Syria (20 July 1949).

The result was that in 1949 Israel gained 
control of more territory than had been 
contemplated by the 1947 Partition Plan. 
Yet it did not control a significant part of 
the territory west of the Jordan river 
which had been included in the Mandate. 

The boundaries described in the 1949 
Armistice Agreements are often referred 
to as the ‘Green Line’ because the line in 
the maps included in the agreements was 
drawn in green.

What is the legal 
status of the Green 
Line? 

The Armistice Agreements were not peace 
treaties; they were only intended to bring 
the hostilities to an end. The ‘Green Line’ 
was, therefore, a cease-fire line only. The 
Armistice Agreements were not intended 
to (and did not) affect the underlying 
status (sovereignty) of the territories 
concerned. They were not intended to 

constitute permanent international 
borders, and they certainly did not 
have that effect. 

Article 2 of the Armistice 
Agreement between Israel and 
Transjordan, for example, states 
that ‘no provision in this agreement 
shall in any way prejudice the 
rights, claims and positions of 
either party hereto in the ultimate 
peaceful settlement of the Palestine 
question’.

Egypt took control of the Gaza strip 
(but did not annex it), while 
Jordanian and Iraqi forces occupied 
Judea, Samaria and East Jerusalem 
(including the Old City). 

In 1950 Jordan tried to annex Judea 
and Samaria. Arab residents were 
granted Jordanian citizenship, and 
the area became known as ‘the 
West Bank’ of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan in 1950. Jordan’s 
annexation of the ‘West Bank’ was 
clearly in breach of international 
law.

During the Six Day War in 1967, 
Israel took control of the Gaza 
Strip, the Sinai, East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank and the Golan Heights. Israel 
withdrew from the Sinai after the 1979 
Peace Treaty with Egypt, and in 2005 
Israel withdrew its military and all Israeli 
citizens from the Gaza Strip. Israel retains 
control over East Jerusalem, the West 
Bank and the Golan Heights. 

Even though it is universally repeated in 
the media, the UN Security Council’s 

statement that it ‘does not accept’ the 
1967 Lines (i.e. the Green Line) is highly 
controversial. For the reasons stated 
above, the Green Line is not a recognised 
boundary under international law, and 
Israel does not accept them as borders. 
The UN Security Council has no power to 
establish, ‘recognise’ or ‘not recognise’ 
boundaries between states or peoples.   

For more information see: www.thinc.info. | Map 
courtesy of the Jewish Virtual Library

What is the ‘Green Line’?
By Andrew Tucker, International Editor, Christians for Israel International
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In 2003 cartoonist Malcolm Evans was 
sacked from the NZ Herald amidst some 
controversy. His single-tracked focus on 
Israel, and the vitriolic and offensive 
nature of some of his cartoons, had led to 
accusations of antisemitism. He was 
warned by his then editor to temper his 
fixation on Israel but refused, leading to 
his dismissal.

Since then Evans’s cartoons have received a 
limited circulation, now mostly through the 
Northland Age. Although 15 years have 
passed since he left the NZ Herald, Evans 
has lost none of his fervent hatred for 
Israel, Israelis, and, some would argue, Jews.

Evans’s cartoons often cast Israelis in a 
demonic light, taking glee in the slaughter 
of innocents, and make comparisons 
between the Israeli government and the 
world’s most despotic and murderous 
regimes, including the Nazis and the 
regime of Syria’s Assad, which has killed 
over half a million of its own people.  
They exonerate Palestinians entirely of 
any wrongdoing in the conflict, and 
depict Israelis as bloodthirsty, racist, 

machiavellian monsters that control US 
foreign policy. They frequently fall 
squarely within the widely-adopted 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance working definition of 
antisemitism.

On Thursday 18 December 2018, the 
Northland Age published this cartoon:

Bearing no connection to the editorial or 
any of the stories around it, the cartoon 
appears to relate to a controversial plan to 
allow Fletcher Building to build hundreds 
of homes on land in South Auckland.   
The story has no Israel connection 
whatsoever, but Evans managed to turn it 
into yet another vehicle to vent his 

antipathy toward Israelis, and to paint 
them as uniquely devious and evil.

The target for his disdain was Israel’s 
citizens, not its government. One would 
have thought that in 2018 New Zealand it 
would be considered unacceptable for a 
reputable newspaper to publish gross 
generalisations based on nationality or 
ethnicity. Replace ‘Israeli’ with any other 
nationality, and one would rightly expect 
an outcry. Why should there be a double 
standard for citizens of the Jewish State?

When a member of the public expressed 
her dismay to the Northland Age’s editor 
about this cartoon, she was told, by way of 
explanation, that this was the only 
cartoon they had available that week.  It 
should cause concern that ‘attack Israelis’ 
is an apparent back-up plan of the 
Northland Age, in the absence of anything 
more newsworthy. We should expect and 
demand more of our media.

Anti-Israel obsessive Malcolm Evans 
still spreading hate in Northland Age
Courtesy of Shalom.kiwi

Armistice Lines, 1949
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Short News

NZ Defence Minister Ron Mark has 
been visiting Israel in recent days, as 
part of his trip to the Middle East and 
Africa. As part of his trip, he will visit 
NZDF personnel deployed to the Sinai 
Peninsula, the Golan Heights, and to 
South Sudan. 

Ron Marks says,“It is important for me 
to obtain further insights from those 
on the ground about the conditions 
and challenges they will be facing, as 
part of our ongoing monitoring and 
assessment of our missions around the 
world.” While visiting Israel, Mark met 
with Israel’s Prime Minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu. | Photo: JWire.com.au

Jewish Woman Talks 
About Hiding From 
Nazi’s in Poland
For the first time, Auckland Jewish 
woman, Freda Narev, has spoken out 
about her experiences hiding from 
persecution on a Polish farm during 
World War II.

It comes as the world reflects on 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day – and the 74th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau camp.

Freda Narev’s memories of life on a 
remote Polish farm are vague. “I was 
comfortable, well looked after and I 
had to be careful not to tell anyone 
where I came from,” she said.

NZ’S Defence 
Minister Visits IsraelBy way of introduction David, you are a 

NZ-born Jew. Please tell us something 
about your personal background. 

Thank you, 
Brian. I am a 
member of the 
Wellington 
Progressive 
Jewish 
Congregation, 
based at Temple 
Sinai, and have 
been editor of 
the New 

Zealand Jewish Chronicle, president of 
the NZ Jewish Council, and Honorary 
Consul of Israel in New Zealand for five 
years while the Israeli Embassy was 
closed.

We are heading towards the Jewish Festival 
called Purim. What does this 
commemorate?

Events in the 5th century BCE when the 
Jews of Persia were saved from 
extermination. Here is the story of Purim 
as given by the Jewish Virtual Library:

The story of Purim is told in the Biblical 
book of Esther. The heroes of the story 
are Esther, a beautiful young Jewish 
woman living in Persia, and her cousin 
Mordecai, who raised her as if she were 
his daughter. Esther was taken to the 
house of Ahasuerus, King of Persia, to 
become part of his harem, and he loved 
her more than his other women and made 
her queen. But the king did not know that 
Esther was a Jew because Mordecai told 
her not to reveal her nationality.

The villain of the story is Haman, an 
arrogant, egotistical advisor to the king. 
Haman hated Mordecai because Mordecai 
refused to bow down to Haman, so 
Haman plotted to destroy the Jewish 
people. In a speech that is all too familiar 
to Jews, Haman told the king, “There is a 
certain people scattered abroad and 
dispersed among the peoples in all the 

provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws 
are diverse from those of every people; 
neither keep they the king’s laws; 
therefore it does not profit the king to 
suffer them.” Esther 3:8. The king gave the 
fate of the Jewish people to Haman, to do 
as he pleased to them. Haman planned to 
exterminate all of the Jews.

Mordecai persuaded Esther to speak to 
the king on behalf of the Jewish people. 
This was a dangerous thing for Esther to 
do because anyone who came into the 
king's presence without being summoned 
could be put to death, and she had not 
been summoned. Esther fasted for three 
days to prepare herself, then went into the 
king. He welcomed her. Later, she told 
him of Haman’s plot against her people. 
The Jewish people were saved, and 
Haman was hanged on the gallows that 
had been prepared for Mordecai.

The word ‘Purim’ means ‘lots’ (throwing 
dice) and refers to the way Haman chose 
the date for his planned massacre.

How do NZ Jews celebrate Purim?

By having a fancy-dress party and by 
reading the Megillah (the scroll of the 
Book of Esther) in the synagogue, with 
traditional audience participation in the 
form of shouting and rattling a gragger 
(noisemaker) whenever Haman is 

mentioned, the aim being to ‘blot out the 
name of Haman.’

Purim is a more recent observance when 
we think of the seven feasts given by God 
in the Book of Leviticus. Have you any 
comment on this?

The events recounted in the Book of 
Esther are in many ways a cause for less 
restrained celebration; in fact, to the 
extent of following a Talmudic command 
to eat, drink and be merry – a person 
supposedly has to drink until they can’t 
tell the difference between ‘cursed be 
Haman’ and ‘blessed be Mordecai’ (though 
opinions differ as to exactly how drunk 
that is).

But there is also a command to give gifts 
of food (mishloach manot) to friends and 
the poor, and gifts to charity. There are 
special triangular pastries called 
Hamantaschen which, maybe, represent 
Haman’s hat or ears.

What would you say by way of concluding 
comments? 

The comedian Alan King gave a short 
summary of Jewish festivals: “They tried 
to kill us. We survived. Let’s eat.” This is 
flippant, but when you look at the history 
of the Jews, it has a core of truth. 

Purim: A Joyous Festival 
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An Interview with David Zwartz by Brian Hooper, Founder of the Menorah Group

Very few seem to have the time, resources 
or desire to invest in the desert, which 
accounts for 60% of Israel’s territory. A 
mere 5% of the population lives in the 
desert regions. Most Israelis live in the 
more naturally-lush centre of the country. 
It’s true that the Negev desert isn’t the 
most attractive landscape, and it can be a 
headache, and an expensive one at that, to 
develop this land. But for some, our 
Zionism drives a deep love for this desert.

It was the same for David Ben-Gurion. Of 
all the beautiful areas of the reborn Jewish 
state, he chose to live in the Negev. The 
greening of the desert was an integral part 
of his vision. But in 1967, in the aftermath 
of the Six Day War and the liberation of 
Jerusalem, the Temple Mount, and the 
biblical heartland of Judea and Samaria, 
the nation’s political and financial 
attention was diverted elsewhere, and the 
desert was neglected.

Last year, with your help, we planted 10 
hectares (nearly 25 acres) of olive groves, 
and just over a decade ago, we planted 
nearly a hectare (2.5 acres) of vineyard. 
The desert has also played host to many 
other Israel Today projects, such as our 
Jonathan Desert Camp, jeep tours to 
candidate sites for the biblical Mount 
Sinai and our new seven-day Negev 
Extreme hikes. The desert has always been 
a focal point for me personally, and for 
Israel Today.

In December, we got permission from the 
army to do an aerial photo shoot of our 
olive groves and vineyard that are situated 
near the border with Egypt. We have 
planted 4,000 olive trees in three fields. 
Those planted in March 2018 are really 
starting to grow, while their siblings, 
which we as a company planted together 
in October 2018 are still in their infancy. 
Now that everything is planted and being 

well tended, we are starting to map the 
groves to enable each and every one of 
you who donated to this important 
project to find his or her individual tree. 
Three years from now, we will celebrate 
the first harvest from these trees, and you 
are all invited to join us.

In the meantime, we are working to 
expand our greening efforts. But it goes 
beyond helping the land to blossom. 

The land needs the people, just as the 
people need the land. By producing wine 
and oil in this region, we are helping local 
farms to grow and remain viable for the 
foreseeable future. And so, we want to 
offer our heartfelt thanks to all who have 
joined us in realising God’s promise: “The 
wilderness and the solitary place shall be 
glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice, 
and blossom as the rose.” (Isaiah 35:1)

Making the Desert Green
By Aviel Schneider, Israel Today

Olive grove 1

Vineyard

Olive grove 2
Olive grove 3

The olive groves and vineyards are 
expanding with the help of our readers
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It was January 1976, exactly 43 years ago, 
when I joined two friends to spend the 
weekend in the Kadum army camp where 
30 idealistic families had settled in 
barracks and tents, hoping to lay the 
foundation for a proper community.  I was 
only there for the weekend, but I well 
remember the freezing cold as I slept in a 
tent on a windswept hill in Samaria.  And 
it was during the weekend that I first fell 
in love with Samaria.  Soon afterwards, I 
became determined to take part in this 
new settlement movement and do 
whatever I could to grow and settle the 
heartland of Biblical Israel.

For the past 21 years, I have been 
connecting Christians to Judea and 
Samaria, and feel blessed to have been able 
to communicate my passion and my own 
experiences to Christians from all over the 
world.  The settlement issue is so often 
misunderstood, and so many around the 
world condemn our presence here in the 
Land of Israel.  But I have found in my 
Christian friends, sound allies and partners 
in the challenges we have faced 
throughout the years.  When we suffered 

from Arab terrorism through two intifadas 
and the sporadic terrorism we encounter 
more recently; you prayed for us, wrote 
letters of sympathy and support and raised 
funds to purchase life-saving surveillance 
cameras and medical equipment.  When 
tourists stopped coming to Israel, you still 
came, eager to walk in the footsteps of the 
prophets and kings of Israel.

Christians for Israel International and 
Christians for Israel New Zealand have 
been our partners in more ways than one.  
When I visited New Zealand on two 
different occasions, you were there for me.  
And over the years, you have provided 
much-needed funds for some of our most 
critical programmes.

Heart of Benjamin began as an initiative of 
families who were worried about their 
children with special needs.  The children 
had no recreation or activity after school, 
and the families had difficulty looking 
after them every day, every weekend and 
during the holidays.  Heart of Benjamin 
provided programming for these children, 
but even more, than that gave these 
families love and attention.  Initially, the 

activities took place in 
run-down former barracks 
and other temporary 
structures.  Heart of 
Benjamin was desperate 
for a building.  

CFOIC Heartland stepped 
in and raised funds for this 
building, which opened its 
doors in 2015.  But 
throughout the years, each 
and every year, CFOIC 
Heartland has also 
supported the holiday 
camps and other 

recreational activities for the children.  
And you, our friends and supporters from 
New Zealand, have been a part of that.

Thanks to our friends from all over the 
world, Heart of Benjamin is a thriving 
facility that is now working on addressing 
the needs of its young adult population – 
children who grew up in Heart of 
Benjamin and now require protected 
residential living and sheltered 
employment.  We have purchased 
equipment to work with the youngest 
children in the special day care centre and 
continue to provide resources for whatever 
is most needed at this wonderful facility.  

In addition to Heart of Benjamin, CFOIC 
Heartland is providing solutions and 
helping people all over Judea and Samaria.  
We have purchased medical equipment, 
built playgrounds, furnished senior centres 
and youth centres, provided hot meals to 
needy families and so much more.  The 
people of Judea and Samaria are grateful 

for the support of their Christian friends, 
and I thank you on their behalf.  

When I first moved to Samaria more than 
30 years ago with my young family, I never 
dreamed that I would find such staunch 
allies and friends among Christians from 
all over the world.  I first came to 
Kedumim when it was just an army camp 
but over the years, have brought Christian 
tour groups to visit this modern, vibrant 
community and to meet the people who 
first settled on that hilltop, when it was 
barren and cold.   And today, Christians 
are raising funds to purchase vital 
emergency equipment for Kedumim.  

As I travel throughout Judea or Samaria 
today, speaking to mayors, community 
leaders and rabbis,  I listen to their stories 
and hear their needs.  And I put those 
needs out to you.  Your friendship has 
been invaluable, and your support is a 
treasure. Thank you for all you have done.

Support from Our Christian Friends
By Sondra Oster Baras, Director, Israel Office, CFOIC Heartland
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Kedumim Harriet Group: Christians for Israel Holland visit the Seniors Center in Kedumim, Israel

Hello, Bula vinaka, Mālō e lelei, Halo,  
Kia orana, Fakaalofa atu, Talofa.   

Why Israel? 
Teachings Soar 
By Lepani Makubuna, Christians 
for Israel Fiji 

“Because of the Lord’s great love we are 
not consumed for his compassions never 
fail. They are new every morning; great 
is your faithfulness.” Lamentations 3:22-23

We started this year with our usual 
monthly prayer meeting trusting upon 
our faithful and sovereign God to do His 
bidding as we carry out His work into 
2019.

The work of Christians for Israel in Fiji 
continues to gain momentum as we 
utilise television to screen the Why 
Israel? and Why Jerusalem? teachings by 
Willem Glashouwer. As I write this 

article, the Why Israel? teachings are 
being screened for a  second time.

We met with the television company, 
Mai TV, last week and delivered to them 
the Why End times? DVD. Mai TV have 
agreed to screen that DVD as soon as the 
second screening of Why Israel? is 
completed. 

Sunday, 27 January 2019 was 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day commemorating the tragedy of the 
Holocaust that occurred during the 
Second World War which resulted in the 
death of an estimated 6 million Jews. It 
was on this day on 27 January 1945, 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi 
concentration and death camp was 
liberated. Let us pray for the Holocaust 
survivors today who are still 
experiencing the scars of the Holocaust 
that they may find peace and rest in 
their souls which can only be found in 
Jesus.

To commemorate this day, Mai TV will 
be screening a 24 minutes documentary 
titled “The Untold Suffering” about Jews 
in Ukraine. Again we thank God for this 
door of opportunity.

Our committee will be meeting shortly 
to discuss our plans for the year. We 
would appreciate your praying for us 
that we would discern and carry out the 
Lord’s will alone during 2019.

What’s Happening in the

Pacific Islands 
FIJI

In remembrance of the International Holocaust Memorial Day

Special needs children enjoy the holiday camps at Heart of Benjamin
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In Part One of our series about Christian 
visits to Jerusalem, we learned that the 
‘river of pilgrimage’ has been flowing from 
the very beginning of the church age. 
Christians constitute the highest 
proportion of pilgrims to this asacred city 
which is also sacred to Judaism and Islam. 
The growing phenomenon of Christian 
visits is even more remarkable considering 
that neither Christ nor the apostles 
commanded it and that there is more of a 
spiritual, rather than geographic, emphasis 
in Christian worship.

We also learned why Christians visit 
Jerusalem. The reasons can be 
summarised in two keywords:

Devotion: From the very beginning, 
Christians have been motivated to visit 
Jerusalem so that they can ‘walk where 
Jesus walked’. Following in the footsteps of 
the Master is a strong sign of devotion.

Education: Pious believers visit Jerusalem 
because they want to learn more about 
the Bible. Considering that Jerusalem is 
mentioned over 811 times in the Bible, it is 
indisputably the premier city of Scripture. 

What is remarkable is that these twin 
pillars of devotion and education can be 
applied across the board, to pilgrims from 
every denomination and every century of 
the church age. 

The Tourism Factor
To the ancient practice of Christian 
pilgrimage, we need to add the 
phenomenon of modern mass tourism. It 
is a multi-billion-dollar growth industry 
and has been particularly potent since the 
end of the Second World War. How does 

modern tourism affect time-honoured 
Christian pilgrimage?

We should begin by defining ‘tourist’: An 
individual who temporarily leaves their 
home and travels in order to pursue pleasure 
and holiday-making.

There is both domestic and international 
tourism. In many countries, incoming 
non-residents and non-immigrants 
receive a ‘tourist visa,’ whether their 
purpose is business, religious or 
recreational. Specifically, an international 
tourist is a person who enters a country to 
tour, and experience pleasure, leisure and 
sightseeing. 

Since the Second World War, there has 
been a measurable rise in people’s 
disposable income and discretionary time. 
No longer is tourism reserved for the rich 
and famous; travel costs have become 
more affordable. This means that 
working-class people can now do 
international tourism. Many nations, 
especially those with limited natural 
resources, welcome the trend towards 
mass tourism as a means of earning hard 
currency, providing jobs, and building 
better international relations.

The advent of the modern tourist 
industry has had an incalculable effect on 
Christian visits to the Holy City, especially 
since June 1967. After the Six Day War, 
Israel captured territory which contains 
some of the most important holy (Biblical) 
sites in the world. In recognition of this 
fact, Israel’s Ministry of Tourism sought 
ways to attract as many Christian visitors 
as possible. Naturally, Jewish tourism was 
also encouraged, but with only 14 million 

Jews worldwide and 6.5 million in 
Israel alone, the potential of mass 
Jewish tourism is limited. The 
Christian world offers tens of 
millions of potential visitors, who 
can visit the Biblical sites, invest 
money, and return home as good-
will ambassadors.

Israel’s Ministry 
of Tourism
The Israeli Ministry of Tourism 
began the (Christian) Pilgrimage 
Promotion Department. Starting 
with virtually no knowledge of 
Christianity, this department 
learned the vocabulary used by 
different Christian denominations, 
the various holy and feast days, and 
the significance of the major and 
minor holy sites. They produced 
travel posters (the Church of the 
Annunciation in Nazareth was a 
favoured pre-1967 theme. Since 
then the skyline of Jerusalem is the 
most common), and pilgrims’ 

maps. Christians worldwide have been 
encouraged to visit their favourite holy 
places of Bethlehem, Nazareth, the Sea of 
Galilee, and Jerusalem, all under one roof.

Full-page ads were placed in Christian 
periodicals, stating ‘Come walk where Jesus 
walked... Israel Government Tourist Office’. 
Israel Information Nights, which featured 
films and talks, were hosted in major 
centres. Free or subsidised tours were 
offered to pastors and Christian leaders 
with the goal that they would bring a tour 
party of their own in the future. 
Furthermore, the Ministry of Tourism 
embarked on an ambitious program of 
building hotels, training Israelis as 
licensed guides, importing air-
conditioned top-of-the-line tour buses, 
and including archaeological sites, 
museums, and the Yad Vashem Holocaust 
Memorial in the tour itinerary. While the 
Ministry of Tourism seeks to attract all 
kinds of tourists, including secular 
holiday-makers to Tel Aviv and Eilat, it 
has been especially effective in targeting 
Christians to come to Jerusalem.

The efforts of the Pilgrimage Promotion 
Department and the Ministry of Tourism 
have paid off. According to the Israeli 
Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS), tourist 
numbers to Israel have increased from a 
1972 figure of 727,533 visitors to a 1990 
total of 1,341,700.

Here are some more interesting statistics 
from the CBS:

Tourism to Israel (of which ⁄ are 
Christians and 90% plus of these visit 
Jerusalem) was as follows:
1970–1979:  7.7 million total
1980–1989:  12.6 million
1990–1999:  20.3 million
2000–2009:  19.3 million (the second  
  intifada of 2000-2004 was 
  the reason for the dip)

In the year 2016 alone, there was a total of 
3,069,800 tourists.

Palestinian Arabs are also interested in 
being part of the tourist industry. Since 
1986, Bethlehem University has offered a 
tour-guide course and school of hotel 
management. Since the Oslo accords of 
1993, the Palestinians are custodians of 
some important Biblical sites, like the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, the 
Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron, the city 
of Samaria (also known as Sabastiyah), 
and Jacob’s Well (John 4) near Nablus. 
Even in Israeli hotels in Jerusalem, 
Tiberias, and elsewhere, many of the 
employees are Arabs.

There is evidence that Jerusalem is the 
universal destination of all Christian Holy 
Land tour itineraries and a regular stop on 
the vast majority of private Christian 
visits. One survey estimated that over 
90% of Christian travellers to Israel visited 
Jerusalem. Even Northern Europeans who 
have a winter ‘sun holiday’ in Eilat on the 
Red Sea, using a chartered flight, make 
sure they stop by Jerusalem to visit holy 
sites before returning home.

The promotion and marketing of tourism 
to the Holy Land definitely explains the 
increased number of visitors. Yet these 
promoters do not have to do a ‘hard sell’: 
Jerusalem is a magnet for Christian visits 
in its own right. To be continued.

Revd Dr Kameel Majdali is Director of Teach 
All Nations (tan.org.au), an international 
Bible teacher, and has led 35 Holy Land 
tours. His PhD from Melbourne University 
was about this very topic. 

He has written 11 books, including 
Melbourne to Jerusalem: A Pilgrim’s Progress 
in the 21st Century. He currently lives in 
Oxfordshire, UK, and ministers throughout 
Europe with TAN.

Why Visit Jerusalem? Part 2 - The Tourism Factor
By Rev Dr Kameel Majdali, Director of Teach All Nations
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Tourist visit in the mount of olives over looking towards the walls of the Old City of Jerusalem and its 
distinctive golden Dome of the Rock | Photo: Corinna Kern, Flash90

Old City, Jerusalem | Photo: Dan Gold, Unsplash
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“Then the Lord rained down burning 
sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah - from 
the Lord out of the heavens. Thus he 
overthrew those cities and the entire 
plain, destroying all those living in the 
cities - and also the vegetation in the 
land.” (Genesis 19:24-25)

In November of last year, the American 
Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR) held 
its annual gathering in Denver, Colorado, 
where archaeologist Dr Phillip Silva was 
given another opportunity to propose a 
theory he developed back in 2015, that 
Sodom was destroyed by a meteor. 

Silva, together with Dr Steven Collins, has 
for the past ten years been excavating at 
Tall el-Hammam, located on the 
Jordanian side of the southern part of the 
Jordan valley. Tall el-Hammam itself was 
an ancient city-state ruling a territory 

2covering 125mi , an area today referred to 
as the Jordan Disk, or Kikkar, where the 
five cities of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, 
Zeboim and Zoar used to stand. 
According to Silva and Collins, Tall el-
Hammam is Sodom. 

In their 2015 article, Collins and Silva 
concluded that 3,700 years ago, a cosmic 
airburst event obliterated the civilisation 
that was thriving in what up until then 
was a lush and fertile region. The Bible 
says that it was “like the garden of the 
Lord, like the land of Egypt” (Genesis 13:10).

According to a paper submitted by the 
team, “archaeological data collected from 
across the entire occupational footprint of 
Tall el-Hammam (demonstrates) a 
directionality pattern for the high-heat, 
explosive 3.7kaBP Middle Ghor (another 
name for the region) event that, in an 

2instant, devastated approximately 500km  
immediately north of the Dead Sea, not 
only wiping out 100% of the Middle 
Bronze Age cities and towns, but also 
stripping agricultural soils from once-
fertile fields and covering the eastern 
Middle Ghor with a super-heated brine of 
Dead Sea anhydride salts pushed over the 
landscape by the Event’s frontal 
shockwaves. Based upon the 
archaeological evidence, it took at least 
600 years to recover sufficiently from the 
soil destruction and contamination before 
civilisation could again become 
established in the eastern Middle Ghor.” 

Silva and Collins believe that their 
explanation best fits the evidence, and is, 
therefore, more probable than other 
theories that either take the biblical 
description literally (i.e. sulfurous fire 
miraculously blasted out of heaven), or 
assume some kind of natural event like a 
tectonic shift that caused the five cities to 
sink beneath the Dead Sea. 

An exploding meteor confined to an area 
that happens to be exactly where Sodom 
and Gomorrah were, that took place at 
the time of the biblical narrative, does 
provide a possible scientific explanation 
to what the Bible presents as divine wrath. 
In fact, the two accounts don’t contradict 
one another. Rather, they demonstrate 
how science can actually substantiate a 
major miracle, which more often than not 
took the form of a singular natural 
phenomenon corresponding with a 
particular trend in human behaviour or 
event. | Photo: Yossi Zamir, Flash90

SODOM: When Science & Bible Collide
By Tsvi Sadan, Israel Today

Natural disaster or miracle?
They are not mutually exclusive
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On 15 January 2019 at the United Nations 
headquarters in New York, President 
Mahmoud Abbas assumed Palestine’s 
presidency of the Group of 77 and China - 
the largest bloc at the UN, which 
represents 134 countries.

In his speech, Abbas restated the PLO’s 
position that Israel is the cause of all 
problems in the Middle East: “The 
establishment of peace and security in the 
Middle East will significantly enhance the 
opportunities for realisation of sustainable 
and stable development for all countries of 
the region,” he said. “Regrettably, however, 
Israel’s continued colonisation and 
occupation of the State of Palestine 
undermines our development and capacity 
for cooperation and coordination and 
obstructs cohesive future development for 
all peoples of the region.”

At the same time he used the opportunity 
to restate Palestine’s ambitious claims 
which it considers are based on 
international law: “Palestine is committed 
to a peaceful solution that brings an end to 
the occupation and the realization of the 
independence of the State of Palestine, 
with East Jerusalem as its capital, living 
side by side in peace and security with the 
State of Israel on the basis of the 1967 
borders, and the just resolution of all final 
status issues, including for the plights of 
our refugees and prisoners in accordance 
with the relevant international 
resolutions.”

Meanwhile, the PLO has also announced 
plans to push ahead with its bid for 
‘Palestine’ to be admitted as a UN member 
state. The PLO/Palestine applied for UN 
membership in 2011 but that application 
has never been determined. Under the UN 
Charter, a state that is not yet a UN 
member can be admitted to the UN if it 
can establish (a) that it is a state; (b) that it 
is ‘peace loving’; and (c) that it is able and 
willing to comply with the UN Charter. 

The Palestinians know that the US will 
veto their application for UN membership, 

but they want to have at least 9 votes in 
favour to show that only the US veto is 
preventing them from becoming a full 
member state. Of the 15 Security Council 
members (5 permanent members and 10 
non-permanent members) 5 current 
members will almost certainly vote in 
favour of the admission: China, Indonesia, 
Kuwait, South Africa, the Russian 
Federation. 10 of the 15 Security Council 
members have already recognised the State 
of Palestine: China, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Dominican Republic, Equatorial Guinea, 
Indonesia, Kuwait, Peru, Poland, South 
Africa, and the Russian Federation.

It is highly doubtful whether ‘Palestine’ 
constitutes a state under international law, 
though opinions on this matter in the legal 
community are divided. And over 130 
nations have now recognised ‘Palestine’ as 
a state. So, politically-speaking, the 
Palestinians have a lot in their favour. 

Under international law a state only exists 
if (in addition to having a defined 
population and territory) it has a 
government that can effectively govern 
independently of all other states, and can 
enter into diplomatic relations. Given the 

many problems between the PA, Fatah and 
Hamas, and the PA’s dependence on Israel 
in so many ways, it is absurd to say the 
Palestinians have an effective, independent 
government. Similarly Palestine does not 
have the capacity to enter into relations 
with other states and can hardly be called a 
‘peace-loving’ state. 

So the fact that so many states recognise 
Palestine as a state shows most political 
leaders are more concerned about politics 
than the rule of law.  

The results could be catastrophic for the 
Jewish people, and for Christians in the 
Palestinian territories. As Abbas’s recent 
speech in the UN indicates, if Palestine is 
admitted as a UN member state, it will 
have even more political power to demand 
full compliance with its claims. These 
include full Islamic control of the ‘Holy 
Basin’ (i.e. the Old City of Jerusalem and 
adjacent territory - which contain 
important Jewish, Christian and Islamic 
sites), and the removal of all Israelis (a 
synonym for Jews) from the so-called 
‘Occupied Palestinian Territories’ – 
including the Old City of Jerusalem. 

‘Palestine’ is Becoming a Member
of the International Community

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas

Short News

Temple Tax Weight 
Found

An Israeli archaeologist is showing a 
small inscribed stone weight found in 
November 2018 while sifting rubble 
that was dug up near the Western 
Wall (Kotel) at the bottom of the 
Temple Mount. The inscription reads 
‘beka’ in archaic Biblical Hebrew. This 
is what the census tax (or Temple Tax) 
is called in Exodus 38:26 and that in 
later years was paid when visiting the 
Temple (Matthew 17: 24-27). Because 
no half-shekel coins were in circulation 
during the first Temple period, pilgrims 
weighed out the correct amount of 
silver with these stone weights. Again, 
further proof of the Jewish history in 
Jerusalem. | Photo: Flash90

Ethiopian 
Immigrant

Eighteen-year-old Sintayeh Shafrao 
from Ethiopia participated in the 2018 
annual Israeli Bible contest and won! 
He had to promise to return to 
Ethiopia afterwards, however, because 
Israel has currently stopped the 
immigration of Ethiopians with Jewish 
roots. But after some encounters with 
ministers and policy-makers, the 
Ethiopian teenager was allowed to 
stay after all. In November 2018, his 
family was allowed to immigrate into 
Israel as well. This was possible 
because Christians for Israel initiated 
their application via official 
authorities. Shafrao also appealed to 
the Israeli government to allow 
immigration into Israel for the eight 
thousand Jews who are still waiting in 
Ethiopia. | Photo: Flash90

Football and 
Shabbat
When an Israeli TV-show asked its 
viewers what they thought of important 
football matches on Shabbat, they were 
in for a surprise. Although a small 
minority of the football fans observe 
Shabbat, 70% of the respondents 
thought that no matches should be 
played on Shabbat. This was not only to 
enable religious fans to join the matches 
but also to avoid compelling religious 
players to play on Shabbat.

The latest IAF action in Syria took place in 
the night of 13 January 2019, when Israeli 
warplanes bombed weapon storage 
facilities in the vicinity of Damascus 
International Airport.

In a departure from standard procedure, 
Prime Minister Netanyahu openly 
admitted that Israel had bombed weapon 
storages. At the start of the weekly cabinet 
meeting on Sunday 13 January 2019, 
Netanyahu made the following statement:

“Just in the last 36 hours, the air force 
attacked Iranian warehouses with Iranian 
weapons at the international airport in 
Damascus. The accumulation of recent 
attacks proves that we are determined 
more than ever to take action against Iran 
in Syria, just as we promised.”

Outgoing IDF Chief of Staf Gadi Eisenkot, 
furthermore, revealed that as a result of 
the IAF campaign against Iran in Syria 
Soleimani decided to pull out his troops 

from the border region with Israel.

At about the same time, the Quds 
commander shifted his focus from Syria 
to Lebanon and Gaza.

Iranian civil planes started to deliver 
weapons bound for Hezbollah directly via 
Beirut International Airport. The Quds 
Force had reportedly been assisting 
Hezbollah with the conversion of crude 
rockets into GPS guided missiles on 
Lebanese soil.

After Netanyahu exposed Iran’s activities 
in Lebanon and revealed the existence of 
a network of terror tunnels underneath 
the border with Israel, it became clear that 
this part of the Iranian plan to start a 
multiple-front war against the Jewish 
state had failed as well.

Then there was Gaza, where Hamas 
reconciled with the Islamist regime in 
Tehran at the end of 2017.

This reconciliation, and the forming of a 
new militia in Gaza by the Quds Force, 

based on the Hezbollah model, caused the 
so-called Kite Jihad which destroyed 
thousands of acres of forests and 
agricultural fields in southern Israel 
during the summer of 2018.

At the beginning of November 2018, Iran 
ordered her Gazan proxy, Islamic Jihad, to 
escalate the conflict along the southern 
front. More than 460 missiles were lobbed 
at Israel in less than two days, triggering a 
devastating response by the IAF which 
destroyed 150 military targets in Gaza.

All these events are related to the on-
going and relentless attempt by Iran to 
close in on Israel and to prepare the 
Iranian proxies for a multi-front war 
which aims to liquidate the Zionist 
project in the land of Israel. So far, Israel 
has the upper hand. 

Yochanan Visser is an independent Middle 
East reporter and analyst who has worked 
for several news sites in the U.S., Israel and 
The Netherlands.

Continued from pg 6

By Andrew Tucker, International Editor, Christians for Israel International
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When I speak or preach about the Jewish 
people as God’s chosen people, often 
people react with a feeling such as: “and 
what about us…” or “we are still God’s 
people too…” It feels like some sort of 
jealousy or allergic reaction, as if God 
does us an injustice when He expresses 
His love and election of Israel. Let us 
never forget that we only live by God’s 
grace through Jesus Christ. We can never 
claim God’s love. To see what is really 
going on between God and Israel, let us 
consider Deuteronomy 7:6: “The Lord God 
has chosen you to be a people for his 
treasured possession, out of all the 
peoples who are on the face of the earth.” 
God wanted a people for Himself as a 
treasure. Israel as a light and blessing for 
the world, especially by bringing forth the 
Messiah, is thus preceded by being a 
treasured possession for the Lord Himself. 
That is why the Lord often speaks about 

Israel as His bride. God’s relationship with 
Israel is not a chilly one that is only about 
rules and laws.

On the contrary, it is a compassionate 
relationship based upon an intense deep 
love. Isaiah 62 says: “But you shall be called 
My Delight Is In Her, and your land 
Married, for the Lord delights in you (…) 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the 
bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” 
This kind of speaking about Israel in terms 
of a marriage shows how deep God’s love 
is for Israel as His ‘treasured possession’. In 
Ezekiel 16, the Lord expresses His love with 
the following words: “And you grew up 
and became tall and arrived at full 
adornment. Your breasts were formed (…) 
when I passed by you again and saw you, 
behold, you were at the age for love (…), 
and you became mine.” 

This text is full of compassion. It makes us 

humble when we realise how wonderful 
God’s love and grace is towards us, that we 
also are beloved by God and brought into a 

deep bond with the Jewish people through 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah and King of 
Israel. | Photo: flickr

Israel is a ‘Treasured Possession’
By Rev Cornelis Kant, Executive Director, Christians for Israel International
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On 16 November 2018, few people outside 
the small meeting room 605 of the 
Colorado Convention Center in Denver, 
United States, were aware that a new 
theological reformation was being birthed.

The huge Society of Biblical Literature 
(SBL) and American Academy of Religion 
(AAR) conferences draw thousands of 
theologians and biblical scholars from 
across the world for annual meetings 
every year to one of several big American 
cities.  As with Pentecost in Acts 2, when 
Jesus chose the biggest international 
gathering of Jews as the setting to launch 
his Church, so also the eve of SBL/AAR 
was selected as the best time for the 
inaugural meeting of the Society for Post-
Supersessionist Theology.

Supersessionism is the technical 
theological term for replacement theology 
or fulfilment theology. It refers primarily 
to the belief that the Church has replaced 
Israel as God’s chosen people, and that 
Israel’s role as a nation was fulfilled and 

abolished when Jesus first came to embody 
Israel as the promised Messiah.  So ‘post-
supersessionism’ is a way of theologians 
saying that they have moved on from 
replacement theology, defining that as an 
idea that belongs in the past, outdated and 
no longer valid for Christian theology.

The Society was founded by a small group 
of mainly American theologians, led by 

Kendall Soulen whose 1996 book The God 
of Israel and Christian Theology was the 
first full-scale academic critique of 
replacement theology.  The new 
committee of the Society also includes a 
Catholic scholar (Holly Taylor Coolman), 
an Anglican non-dispensational scholar 
(Gerald McDermott), and two Messianic 
Jewish scholars (Mark Kinzer and David 

Rudolph). Through the Society’s website 
www.spostst.org, membership is open to 
any theologian who agrees with the 
mission of the Society.

What makes this Society unique are its 
three fundamental beliefs: (1) God’s 
covenant with the Jewish people is 
irrevocable; (2) Messiah Yeshua (Jesus) is 
truly God and the Saviour of all, 

reaffirming the ‘core Christological 
convictions’ of the early creeds of the 
Church; (3) the basic identity of the Church 
is as ‘a table fellowship of Jews and Gentiles 
united in the Messiah’. This holds together 
the key beliefs of both the Jewish people 
and the Gentile Church, and also explicitly 
includes Messianic Jews as an essential part 
of what the Church should look like.

The way the beliefs of the Society are 
described is deliberately vague, allowing 
for ‘a family of perspectives’. This is 
necessary, to involve theologians from 
backgrounds and perspectives as diverse 
as possible, while still remaining within 
the accepted boundaries of orthodoxy.  
Only with such a group will it be possible 
to find common ground for starting to re-
think the misguided and damaging 
theological ideas of earlier Christian 
theologians, going all the way back to the 
second century AD.

In addition to annual meetings before 
SBL/AAR, the Committee will be 
considering the possibility of a hub for 
resources, and other ways of countering 
supersessionism with more persuasive 
views.  The website will soon publish 
write-ups of all speakers’ presentations 
from the inaugural conference.  This is 
still a ‘day of small things’ (Zechariah 4:10), 
but ‘pray for us that the word of the Lord 
will run quickly and be glorified’ 
(2Thessalonians 3:1).

Theologians Replace Replacement Theology
By James E Patrick, Israel & Christians Today, UK

Letters of the Aleph-bet: Resh 
The resh is the twentieth letter of the 
Aleph-Beit. It is the letter ‘r’. The ancient 
sign, from which also the Greek Rho 
(sign: ρ) and our R originate, depicted a 
head. The Aramaic word ‘resh’ means 
‘head’, as does the Hebrew  word ‘rosh’ – 
in itself a remarkable meaning for a 
letter that is located almost at the end of 
the Aleph-Beit! One could say that the 
Hebrew word ‘resh’ depicts someone 
who bows his head. 

In Hebrew, the word ‘head’ also has the 
connotation of ‘beginning’ or ‘principle’. 
Hasidic tradition notes  that there are 
four ‘capitals’ (literally: ‘head-letters’) in 

the Aleph-Beit, just as the Jewish 
calendar contains four different New 
Year’s days. The first of these is the aleph 
which is, of course, the beginning of the 
Aleph-Beit. The next is the Hei, meaning 
‘exhalation’ – ie. the expression of air by 
which every letter is pronounced. The 
third ‘capital letter’ in the Hebew 
alphabet is the letter Yod, which means 
‘dot’ - in writing, every Hebrew letter 
starts with a dot. The resh, finally, 
conveys the idea of ‘meaning’ or 
‘knowledge’. 

Together, these four letters form the word 
Aryeh, meaning ‘lion’ - the first of the four 

animals in the prophet Ezekiel’s vision of 
the heavenly throne chariot (ch.1). But you 
can also form the word yir’ah with them, 
meaning ‘fear’, or ‘respect’.

‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom” (Psalm 111:10). Proverbs 1:7 uses 
the word ‘knowledge’ instead of wisdom. 
For true knowledge and wisdom, you 
have to be receptive. 

This receptiveness arises from fear: 
respect for the Lord, through which the 
ego is, as it were, made subordinate to 
the reality outside oneself because one 
is open for the Source of reality, the 
Creator. 

With the letter Qoph, we saw already 
that the resh could also represent the 
‘Rasha’, meaning ‘the evildoer’. However, 
the ‘rasha’ can repent from his evil ways, 
and return to the Qadosh, the Holy God. 
In the way of repentance, the resh 
changes from ‘Rasha’ into Rosh, meaning 
‘head’. 

Finally, it is interesting to note that the 
numerical value of resh is two hundred. 
In the Talmud, two hundred ‘zuz’ (an 
ancient Jewish coin) represents the 
poverty line. Somebody who possesses 
less than two hundred ‘zuz’ is entitled to 
appeal to the charity of the community.

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

Supersessionism is the technical 
theological term for replacement 
theology or fulfilment theology.



US withdrawal from Syria creates 
Israel’s gravest security situation in 
the 21st century. 

The security situation of Israel cannot be 
seen separated from what is happening in 
the countries around Israel. This is true in 
particular when it comes to the threat 
from Iran and the Iranian expansion in 
Syria. Iran is trying very hard to use Syria 
as a highway and base to build up military 
power against Israel. This is the reason 
that Israel is regularly bombing 
Iranian targets in Syria. The harsh 
reality is that almost everyone 
involved agrees that the US 
withdrawal from North-East Syria 
will make things much worse for 
Israel.  

The US has a 2000-strong force in 
the Self Administration of North-
East Syria (SANES). SANES is 
unique in the Middle East. In 2013 
SANES was established in the 
combined regions of Jazira (utter 
North-East Syria), Kobane and 
Afrin (utter North-West Syria). It 
was established as an alliance of 
Kurds, Syriac-Assyrian Christians and 
Arabs living in these regions. It is based on 
secular democratic and power-sharing 
governance. It has full freedom of religion 
and full equality and equal freedoms for 
men and women. Even those who convert 
from Islam to Christianity can establish 
their own churches publicly. There is, for 
example, an increasing number of 
Christian Kurds. The Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF) are the army of SANES. 
SANES hosts hundreds of thousands of 
displaced people from Syria and Iraq. 

Since 2014, the International Coalition 
and the SDF have increasingly worked 

together in successfully defeating ISIS 
(which is not finished yet). US Army is 
present in Jazira, Kobane and liberated 
areas (Manbij, Raqqa, Deir Ezzor). 

US Army was never present in Afrin. 
Turkey invaded Afrin in January 2018 and 
destroyed it. The Yazidi’s and Christian 
Kurds there were driven away or forcefully 
converted to Islam by the jihadists that 
Turkey used in the attack at Afrin. Tens of 
thousands of Kurds were driven away 
from Afrin. 

As you can see on the map, one-third of 
Syria is now part of SANES and defended 
by the SDF. From this map, it is clear that 
SANES is strategically located between 
Iraq and the Iran/regime-controlled part 
of Syria. So this 2000 US force helps a 
50.000 SDF force to be a critical barrier 
against Iran. 

If the US leaves, without the protection of 
SANES against Turkey the following will 
happen. Moscow promised SANES and 
SDF protection against Turkey if they 
merge with the Assad regime. If there is 
no other solution, this will for sure 
happen as Turkey would otherwise 
destroy and murder both the Kurds and 

the Syriac-Assyrian Christians (as we have 
seen in Afrin). If that merger happens, 
there will be no barrier anymore against 
Iran as Moscow and Assad will instruct 
the SDF to let them through. Here you see 
the difference:

This means that Iran can increase its 
troop movement and military build-up by 
400%. This increase is possible because 
three additional major routes will become 
available that each are easier and better 
than the current route. That will create an 
unprecedented Iranian pressure on Israel 
and the whole Arab region. 

There are attempts to solve the situation 
with a mixed force of French and Arab 
troops to replace the US. It is very unclear 
if that can succeed in time. It is very 
unclear how the US wants to protect 
SANES as economic sanctions alone will 

not stop 
Turkey from 
invading. 
SANES will 
only not merge 
with the Assad 
regime if it is 
certain that 
Turkey will be 
stopped from 
invading 
North-East 
Syria. If the US 
gives Turkey a 
20-mile-zone 
in Northern 
Syria, SANES 
will for sure 
merge with the 
Assad regime 
before that 
happens. 

This means 
that all those 
who care for 
the future and 
security of 
Israel should 
ask President 

Trump to postpone the withdrawal until 
SANES is really safe against any Turkish 
aggression.  

Johannes de Jong is director of Sallux. Sallux 
is a Christian political thinktank at a 
European level, and has been involved in the 
situation in North-East Syria since 2014. 
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Israel’s Story in Maps Courtesy of CFOIC Heartland

The State of Israel is so often the focus of the world’s attention totally out of proportion with its physical size, and yet misinformation over its borders – modern and 
historical – is a favourite tool of those who oppose Israel’s very existence. Israel’s history of thousands of years is dotted with conflict, and yet so many do not understand 
just how small this amazing land is. Here we begin a series excerpted from the resource ‘Israel’s Story in Maps’, a remarkable story indeed.

The Land of Israel - 3D Illustration Map 1 - Everything’s Relative
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2Russia:  6,601,668 mi
217,098,242 km

Israel: 0.16% of Russia
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US Withdrawal Increases Threat
By Johannes de Jong, Director of Sallux 

How SANES and
SDF are now a
barrier against 
Iran

Currently there
is only one narrow
Iranian transport
route through
Syria:

Map based on Liveuamap Syria

Iranian transport
routes if 
SANES/SDF are 
forced to hand
over North-East
Syria to Syrian
regime
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This is the sixth instalment of a 
longer article written by German 
theologian and journalist Johannes 
Gerlofff on Psalm 2. 

God’s answer to the rebellion of the 
nations is the appointment of his 
Anointed One in Zion. Rashi paraphrases 
the words of God in the mouth of the 
psalmist: ‘Why are you raging? I have 
appointed him to be prince and king in 
Zion, the mountain of my holiness.’ And 
Radak refers back to the original historical 
context of Psalm 2 narrating: ‘After David 
had conquered the fortress of Zion, the 
Philistines gathered to fight against him.’ 
Then the Jewish exegete explains the 
thoughts of God: ‘How can they consider 
eradicating the kingship of the house of 
David? Though I made him king and 
anointed him!’

This scene is reminiscent of Psalms 110:1, a 
psalm ‘of David’ the ‘prophetic saying of the 
Lord says to my Lord’ is transmitted: ‘Sit at 
my right hand until I place your enemies at 
the footstool of your feet.’ The text here 
describes ‘not just any human being, but 
the one who ‘is my saint,’ anointed by me 

iwith the Holy Spirit’.   In this way ‘both [the 
son and Zion] were authenticated by God’s 

iipromise’ (2 Samuel 7:13).   

But, ‘history makes no mention of a king 
iiiof Israel being anointed on Zion.’   

Indeed, this statement is difficult to 
understand if you only have King David or 
Jesus Christ in mind. Therefore, the 
repatriation of the people of Israel to Zion 
and the establishment of a king on Zion 
in the future must also be considered 
here. God will do this, even if ‘the Gentiles 
are raging.’ The return of the people of 
Israel is preparing the installation of the 
anointed king on Mount Zion.

With the affirmation ‘I have set My king 
on Zion’ (Psalms 2:6), any competition to 
Jerusalem is eliminated. It is not in 
Geneva, New York, Brussels, Moscow, 
Berlin, London, Paris, Beijing or 
Washington that the fate of humanity is 
decided, but in Jerusalem. At the same 
time, any other claim to power over this 
city is declared invalid. Neither the 
League of Nations nor the United 
Nations, neither the Pope nor the Islamic 
world has any power to decide what 
happens to Jerusalem, but only He ‘who 
sits in heaven.’ This is one of the 
fundamental statements of Scripture.

The psalmist here does not use the 
traditional name, ‘Yerushalayim,’ 
Jerusalem, to refer to the central city on 
the mountain ridge between the 

Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan Valley. 
He speaks of ‘Tsion/Zion’, a term used 
much more frequently in the Book of 

ivPsalms than the name ‘Jerusalem.’   

‘Tsion’ is a ‘designation’ or ‘marking,’ the 
‘grade’ that a student receives at school. 
‘Tsion LeShevah’ is an ‘award,’ a 
‘honourable citation.’ ‘Tsion-Derech’ is a 
‘signpost,’ or ‘landmark.’ Luther says, ‘The 

vname Zion designates a control room.’  
And Hirsch explains ‘Zion’ as a ‘landmark 

vi and monument to humanity.’

‘Zion’ demands attention and thus gives 
alignment, provides orientation. Those who 
are influenced by the biblical word live 
‘Zion-oriented.’ That is, they do not 
orientate themselves according to the great 
and powerful of this world, nor according 
to the Zeitgeist nor political correctness. 
Rather, they look at Zion and know: ‘Torah, 
i.e. instruction, will proceed from Zion’ 
(Isaiah 2:3). To live ‘Zion-oriented’ is not just 
about looking at Zion, but fundamentally 
being guided by Zion.

Zion is defined as ‘the mountain of my 
holiness’ or ‘my holy mountain.’ It is God’s 
holiness that is decisive for the character 
of this mountain. Zion is the place where 
the Almighty Creator and Mover of the 
universe is grounded, moored to this 
earth. Paul testifies that the ‘glory’ 

belongs to the people of Israel (Romans 
9:4). The living God has bound His 
glorious presence, which is called 
‘Shekhinah’ in rabbinic teaching, to this 
nation. And in our time, after millennia of 
separation, she returns to Zion together 
with the Jewish people. 

Endnotes:
i Johann Georg Walch (ed.), Dr. Martin Luthers 
Sämtliche Schriften. Vierter Band. Auslegung des Alten 
Testaments (Fortsetzung). Auslegung über die Psalmen 
(Groß Oesingen: Verlag der Lutherischen Buchhandlung 
Heinrich Harms, 2. Auflage, 1880-1910), 268.
ii Derek Kidner, Psalms 1-72. An Introduction & 
Commentary, TOTC (Leicester/England and Downers 
Grove, Illinois/USA: Inter-Varsity, 1973), 51.
iii Cf. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Psalms 1-35, Commentary on 
the Old Testament vol.5/1. Translated by Francis Bolton 
(Peabody, Massachusetts/USA: Hendrickson Publishers, 
February 1989), 94.
iv Amos Hakham, Book of Psalms, books 3-5, Psalms 73-
150 (Jerusalem, Hotzaat Mosad haRav Kook, 6th edition, 
1990/Hebrew), 7.
v Walch (ed.), Dr. Martin Luthers Sämtliche Schriften, 270.
vi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Psalmen (Basel: Verlag 
Morascha, 2. Neubearbeitete Auflage 2005), 9, referring 
to Jeremiah 31:20; 2 Kings 23:17; Ezekiel 39:15; compare 
Isaiah 2:3; Jeremiah 30:17.

Johannes Gerloff (1963) is a German 
theologian, journalist and Bible teacher who 
has lived in Jerusalem for over 20 years. 

The full text of this article, including 
extensive footnotes, can be found at 
www.c4israel.org/teaching-articles/

Dreadfully Direct  Psalm 2, Part 4c
© Johannes Gerloff, Theologian, Journalist, Lecturer and Author

February 2019 
Shevat - Adar I 5779

The name Purim, Lots, is taken from the 
book of Esther 3:7. Ordered by, and in the 
presence of Haman, the lot (pur) was cast 
to determine the best day to extinguish the 
Jewish People. Purim celebrates the failure 
of Haman’s plot (the final solution to the 
Jewish question). That single failure has 
never lost its horrible and shocking reality.

The Steps of Purim
Purim is celebrated in steps, representing 
different aspects of the feast. The first 
step is set during the morning service on 
the Sabbath before the feast. The usual 
Torah reading is followed by a special 
reading from Deuteronomy 25:16-19. There, 
Israel is called not to forget to blot out the 
memory of Amalek from under heaven 
after entering the promised land. What is 
the connection with Esther? The last king 
of Amalek (1 Samuel 22) was Agag. The 
Agagite Haman was his descendant. 

The plot of Haman was a continuation of 
the cowardly assault by Amalek on Israel’s 
rear, right after the exodus from Egypt 
(Exodus 17). The reading of Deuteronomy 
25 reminds Israel that it is the most 
important struggle in all of TaNaKh: “The 
Lord will have a war against Amalek from 
generation to generation” (Exodus 17:16). It 
is not just a fight against (now extinct) 
Amalek, but a combat against any form of 
anti-Semitism – until today. 

When in the evening the celebration 
starts, the second preparation is also 
finished. Convinced of the seriousness of 
Haman’s threat (Esther 4:14), Esther put 

out a call via her uncle to all Jews in Susa, 
the capital of the empire, to fast with her 
for three days. Then she risked her own 
life to save her people: “If I perish, I perish” 
(Esther 4:16). To commemorate this, 13 
Adar (in 2019 on 20 March) is a fast day. 
According to tradition, upon entering the 
throne hall, she said: “My God, my God, 
why have You forsaken me” (Psalm 22). 

Celebrate with Masks
The fast ends at sunset, when the 14th of 
Adar begins. Synagogues fill up with 
people. Many visitors are dressed up, often 
masked. That masquerade is not to forget 
that people often act differently than who 
they really are. Haman, too, kept up the 
appearance of a loyal servant to King 
Ahasuerus, while in fact, he was not just 
after blotting out the Jews, but in 
particular after royal power (hence his 
arrogant suggestion, Esther 6:6-9). 
Mordecai, by refusing to kneel before 
Haman (Esther 3:3) appears to be a rebel, 
but at the same time prevents a conspiracy 
against Ahasuerus (Esther 2:19-23). In the 
second part of the book, the masks fall.

Everything is turned around (Esther 9:1). 
The day on which Haman had wanted to 
destroy all Jews becomes a day of 
punishment for Jew-haters. When the 
masks have fallen, Haman appears to be a 
Jew-hater, Esther a Jewess, Mordecai her 
uncle, and the Jews loyal subjects to King 
Ahasuerus. Haman’s accusation (Esther 
3:9) of a nation that does not observe the 
king’s laws, is shown to be a lie. 

Both in the evening and the following 
morning, the entire book of Esther is read. 
As ‘the memory of Amalek’ is to be blotted 
out, the name of Haman, when read, is 
made inaudible by trampling the feet and 
the noise of rattles and tooters. It causes 
young and old to read the text attentively.

The morning service is followed by a 
festive meal. During the preparations, 
neighbours and friends bring each other 
gifts and deliver food packets to people 
with limited income so that they can 
celebrate the feast (Esther 9:19, 22). From 
all neighbours, you can expect plates with 
sweeties and Haman’s ears, the special 
Purim cookies. It is the only feast in 
Judaism where one is allowed to drink 
without limits, to the extent that one does 
not know anymore whom to bless or to 
curse, Haman or Mordecai. 

Pesach celebrates the Divine intervention 
in history. In the Purim story, the Jewish 
people act themselves. No name of God 
appears in the book of Esther, though 
hidden references were discovered in the 
text. Against the divine intervention of 
the exodus, Purim seems just a secular 
happening.

This least religious of Israel’s feasts is one 
of the most beloved, not just in secular, 
but especially in strictly religious circles. 
According to rabbis, Purim is the only 
feast that will be celebrated in the coming 
new world (olam haba): the victory over 
anti-Semitism and Jew-haters. | Photo: flickr 

Dr G.H. Cohen Stuart is a theologian and in 
Israel a certificated tour-guide. He lives with 
his wife, partly in Jerusalem and partly in the 
Netherlands.

Purim: A Celebration of Bravery
By Dr G.H. Cohen Stuart, Theologian and Certificated Israel Tour-Guide
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The project that Christians for Israel 
has been very actively supporting 
from the beginning is the Jaffa 
Institute which is led by Rabbi David 
Portowicz. Who is being helped? 

Firstly, children from disadvantaged 
families and orphans, and children of 
parents who are not coping with home 
life. And secondly, families. Here is an 
example of one such family.  

Moshe is a single father of nine children. 
The family lives in Kfar Saba in Israel. 
After the mother abandoned the family, 
child protection representatives came to 
tell Moshe that his children would be 
placed out of the home if he did not take 
care of them properly. Since the family 
was so large, it was likely that they would 
end up in different homes. Moshe quit his 
job to take care of his children and keep 
the family together. Moshe lives in social 
housing and receives a social assistance 
benefit. However, that is not sufficient to 

pay for all expenses. Besides the poverty 
they face, Moshe’s daughter has a genetic 
disorder that causes her intestines to 
grow at a different pace compared to the 
rest of her body. As a consequence, she 
often needs surgery. 

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to 
the Lord, and He will reward them 
for what they have done. Proverbs 19:17

Thanks to You
The Jaffa Institute provides this family 
with a food package every two weeks. 
Moshe tells us that he put one package 
away once for an emergency. Weeks later 
his daughter came home from school. She 
wanted a fried egg, but there was no oil 
left and no money to buy new oil. All of a 
sudden Moshe remembered the package. 
He opened it and found a bottle of olive 
oil. He called it ‘the miracle of Hanukkah!’ 
(With Hanukkah, it is commemorated 
among other things how the Lord 

provided for a small jar of oil, which kept 
the Menorah of the temple burning for 
eight days.)

Every month is a challenge, but Moshe is 
grateful for all the help his family receives. 
He hopes that the extra support will help 

his children to grow, focus on school and 
in the end become independent adults.

Support the children in Israel through the 
Jaffa Institute by filling out the coupon on 
the back page. 

Moshe and His Family 

A fragile woman is trying to sit up on 
her bed, welcoming us with an 
expectant smile as we enter her 
semi-dark room in an old Soviet 
housing block. A row of preserving 
jars filled with vegetables for the 
winter is sitting under the table. A 
member of the Kremenchug Jewish 
community is helping us find needy 
Holocaust survivors and Jewish 

seniors. 

Sima (pictured 
left) was a one- 
year-old when 
the invasion of 
the Wehrmacht 
(German army) 
in June of 1941 
brought World 
War II to her 
Ukrainian 
home town. 
Like all other 
Jewish men of 
military age, 

her father was drawn into the Red Army 
(the army of the Soviet Union) and sent to 
the front lines. He died in a German camp 
for prisoners of war. Her mother escaped 
with her, always fleeing East, until they 
ended up in Alma-Ata, Kazakhstan. No 
sooner had mother and daughter returned 
to their heavily destroyed home city in 
1949 than Sima’s mother died of the 
hardships of her odyssey. 

Eight-year-old orphaned Sima grew up 
with her grandfather. When she 
graduated from school, she immediately 
started working as a seamstress in a 
textile factory. Her current pension of 
about 50 Euro pays for no more than the 
most basic food items, let alone direly 
needed medication. There is no such 
thing as health insurance. 

Loneliness
Then we meet Boris in the synagogue of 
Kremenchug. Much like Sima, he escaped 
the Holocaust and survived the war by 
fleeing with his mother and two sisters – 
first to Stalingrad, then to Russian 
Saratov. 

“When we came back in 1943, 95% of the 
city was destroyed. People met us saying, 
‘What do you want here?!’ – Then they 
sent us away to the village,” says Boris. He 
starts crying as he mentions his father, 
who returned from the fighting having 
suffered severe injuries and eventually 
died much too early. “I had such a good 
papa, and that is an understatement.”

Boris retired a long time ago. His worst 
enemy is loneliness. And sometimes 
hunger, too. But this changed last 
October. Now Boris joins his fellow 
seniors in the canteen of the synagogue 
for a warm meal at lunchtime every day, 
provided by Christians for Israel. 

Changing Lives
Life also changed for Sima. She now 
regularly receives the medication she 
needs. A volunteer from the synagogue 
goes shopping for her, with the help of 
Christians for Israel supporters. Nearly 
500 Holocaust survivors and seniors in 
Ukraine now receive regular support 
through Christians for Israel

However, in cities like Kremenchug or 
Bila Tserkva, where despite many years of 
Aliyah the Jewish communities still 
number several thousand. Many remain 
who are dependent on external support as 
they are not able to manage a move to 
Israel, either due to their old age, or for 
lack of relatives who might otherwise be 
there for them. 

There are many other cities in Ukraine 
where the team members of Christians for 
Israel travel thousands of kilometres in 
the long winter months to deliver 
urgently needed food and other aid to the 
needy of the Jewish communities. 

A few months ago, we commemorated the 
80th anniversary of the Reich Pogrom 
Night of the Nazi regime, which for 
millions of Jewish people was the 
beginning of the end. 

What a divine gift if we can bring healing 
and hope to God’s chosen people, 
especially in a country where they are so 
much in need of it. 

Please consider joining this effort by 
donating for food parcels ($17) so that the 
Jewish people in Ukraine don’t go hungry 
this winter. You can donate by filling out 
the coupon on page 12.

The Gift of Healing and Hope
By Anemone Rüger, Christians for Israel Project Coordinator - Holocaust Survivors in Israel and Ukraine

Photo above: Soup Kitchen in Kremtschug
Photo below: Preserves in Sima’s home
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Although the year 2019 is already a few 
weeks old, the start of a new year always 
presents a good opportunity to pause for 
reflection and look back on the previous 
year. The practical help our supporters 
provide, especially with free transport to a 
consulate and the Israeli embassy and 
after that to an airport, is appreciated 
enormously. 

By providing transport we make families 
feel safe and can also help in their struggle 
to collect all official documents. Without 
these, they cannot get an exit visa and 
begin building a new existence in Israel. 
At the moment we have eight minibuses 
and three passenger cars at our disposal to 
do our work, a necessity in a country the 
size of Ukraine.

Leaving is Always 
Difficult
In the past year, we assisted families from 
places we had not visited before. Also, a 
number of Holocaust survivors asked us 

to help them with their departure to 
Israel. Our two hiding places (in Kiev and 
the east) were fully occupied, especially by 
families coming from the Ukrainian war 
zone and by families waiting for their 
departure flights and who were living far 
from an airport. If possible, we avoid 
night-time travelling, especially during 
the cold winter months. However, it 
remains a problem if families have fled 
without the intention to go to Israel. But 
because of the dead-end and dangerous 
situation in the east, they choose to leave 
anyway. In that case, often documents 
must be obtained from the archives. That 
usually presents quite a fuss, and what’s 
more, it is dangerous to return to the war-
zone. 

Helping Where 
Possible
In Ukraine, we organised 20, and in 
Russia 12 aliyah seminars (informative 
meetings about emigrating to Israel). 

We organised six consul days together 
with several other Christian organisations 
and the Israeli embassy. These are 
meetings where professional and practical 
explanation is given about the possibilities 
of making aliyah for Jews who wish to 
move to Israel. We have experienced 
excellent cooperation with the Jewish 
Agency and a number of rabbis when we 
have visited new places. We are grateful 
for that. The visit of the Dutch Chief 
Rabbi Binyomin Jacobs and his wife 
Blume in October last year was a real 
boost, especially for the rabbis and their 
parishioners who live very isolated.

Isaiah 11:12 clearly writes about the work 
that we are allowed to do here for so 
many years already: “He will raise a 

banner for the nations and gather the 
exiles of Israel; He will assemble the 
scattered people of Judah from the four 
quarters of the earth.” | Photo: Christians for 
Israel

You can donate by filling out the coupon 
below. Thank you in advance for your 
support on behalf of the Jewish 
community!

Holocaust survivor Svetlana (second on the left) from the village of Dzigovka survived the ghetto of Yampol. She 
hopes to go to Israel soon, with her daughter and grandson. Here she is on her way to the Israeli embassy in Kiev.
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During the cold Ukrainian winter the Aliyah team travel long distances on icy roads
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