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‘Residents of Jerusalem seek relief from the heat by refreshing 
at the fountain of Teddy Park, just outside the Old City’s Jaffa Gate. 

But the Lord also refreshes His people in other ways.

‘Residents of Jerusalem seek relief from the heat by refreshing 
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But the Lord also refreshes His people in other ways.
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Prayer Points
By Pieter Bénard 

Christians for 
Israel Prayer 
Coordinator

For more Prayer Points, please go to our 
website www.c4israel.org.nz 

ISRAEL
Ÿ Since the beginning of this year, 
Iran has positioned, through 
Hezbollah, a so- called ‘Free the Golan 
Brigade’ on the Syrian side of Golan 
Heights. There, Iran distributes 
banners with the words: “Israel will be 
destroyed.” Pray for complete rest 
based on Isaiah 29:5. 
Ÿ Recently Brigadier General Tzvika 
Haimov declared that Israel continues 
to be extremely vulnerable, despite the 
completion of the highly advanced 
missile defence shield. From Lebanon 
projectiles, with a reach of up to 
300km, can cover the whole country. 
Pray that Israel will dwell safely. 
Ÿ Thank God for the words of the 
prophet Isaiah: “My house will be 
called a house of prayer for all nations.” 
(Isaiah 56:7b) Jerusalem is important to 
those who believe in God. The Jewish 
people steward the city and see to it 
that it is open for everyone. 
Christianity and Islam can rely on this. 

INTERCESSION
Ÿ Praying for Israel also means 
magnifying God in His creation. “For 
by Him all things were created, things 
in heaven and on earth; He is before 
all things, and in Him, all things hold 
together.” (Colossians 1:16-17)
Ÿ “Be patient then brothers, until the 
Lord’s coming.” (James 5:7-8) Let us 
take this exhortation and 
encouragement to heart, and realise 
that we may be expecting Him who 
will make all things new, especially in 
the vulnerable times in which we live. 
Ÿ We live in unique times, now that 
two developments are taking place that 
have never happened before. The 
Gospel going out all over the world 
(Matthew 24:14), and the restoration of 
Israel (Matthew 24:32-34). Pray that the 
eyes of Christians will be opened to this.

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL
Ÿ Aliyah brings Jews from over a 
hundred different countries and 
cultures together in Israel. Thank God 
that He is bringing His people home. 
Pray that they will understand and 
accept each other, so that the Lord 
can bless them in the Land. (Psalm 133) 
Ÿ Pray for the field workers of 
Christians for Israel in Ukraine. They 
often have to do their work in 
exhausting and dangerous 
circumstances. Pray for the groups of 
volunteers that distribute food parcels 
in the Jewish communities. 
Ÿ Please pray for the international 
work of Christians for Israel, for the 
provision of information through 
newspapers and websites, books, and 
DVDs. Pray that people will be touched 
by this information, so that their love 
for Israel and the Bible will grow.

“But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob, whom 
I have chosen, you descendants of 
Abraham My friend, I took you from the 
ends of the earth, from its farthest corners 
I called you. I said, ‘You are My servant’; I 
have chosen you and have not rejected 
you. So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with My righteous right hand. 

“All who rage against you will surely be 
ashamed and disgraced; those who 
oppose you will be as nothing and perish. 
Though you search for your enemies, you 
will not find them. Those who wage war 
against you will be as nothing at all. For I 
am the Lord your God who takes hold of 
your right hand and says to you, Do not 
fear; I will help you. Do not be afraid, you 
worm Jacob, little Israel, do not fear, for I 
myself will help you,” declares the Lord, 
your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. 
Isaiah 41: 8-14

Sometimes one can become terror-
stricken when reading the endless stream 
of publications and newspapers, filled 
with wave after wave of sometimes almost 
pure hatred against Israel and the Jewish 
people. Or to look at social media about 
what happens in the world at home and 
abroad – with all the negative news and 
comments about Israel and the Jewish 
people, you can become panic-stricken. 
There seems to be no end to it; Half-
truths and complete lies, fake-news and 
real news, an endless stream of 
information in which you can almost 
drown with fear. We see this in the 
Western world and coming from the 
Islamic world as well, as part of their 
‘jihad’ against Israel and the Jewish people. 
In ‘jihad’ people are not just permitted to 
lie, but one must lie. Never speak the 
truth. And if your enemy believes you, you 
are smarter than him. You just gained a 
small victory over him. And when finally 
sometimes the real truth comes out, 

people have long forgotten what this was 
all about, and the first negative 
impression about Israel and the Jewish 
people lingers on for a long time.

What is Israel to do? Is there, in the end, 
any future for this tiny Jewish nation in 
the tiny little country on the shores of the 
Mediterranean Sea? With Jerusalem ,that 
is considered to be the third holy city of 
Islam after Mecca and Medina?

Until one starts to read the Bible, with all 
the mighty promises for little Israel, for 
worm Jacob, promises given to them by 
Almighty God, the Everlasting One, the 
Creator of heaven and earth. Nobody 
knows what the future will hold. Only He 
Who holds the future knows what the 
future will hold; the Creator of Israel who, 
by a biological miracle, a special act of 
creation, created this nation. Abraham 
was too old, and Sarah was too old to have 
any children, Genesis 17: 17. And yet, Isaac 
was born, as a miracle of God. A nation 
whom I created for My glory, whom I 
formed and made, says God, Isaiah 43:7. 
My firstborn son, says God, Exodus 4:22-
23. Israel His firstborn son, and Jesus His 
only-begotten Son, Luke 1:30-35, Matthew 
1:18-24, John 1:14.

And suddenly you realise: God is on their 
side. He gave everlasting promises to 

them; He made everlasting Covenants 
with them, and everything He promised 
to Israel, He will fulfil for Israel. Just as all 
the promises He gave to the Church, He 
will fulfil for the Church. It never gets out 
of His hand. Israel has the guarantee of 
the Creator of heaven and earth for its 
existence. As long as heaven and earth are 
in existence, there will be Israel. Says God. 

This is what the Lord says, He who 
appoints the sun to shine by day, who 
decrees the moon and stars to shine by 
night, who stirs up the sea so that its 
waves roar - the Lord Almighty is His 
name: “Only if these decrees vanish from 
My sight,” declares the Lord, “will Israel 
ever cease being a nation before Me.”

This is what the Lord says: “Only if the 
heavens above can be measured and the 
foundations of the earth below be searched 
out will I reject all the descendants of 
Israel because of all they have done,” 
declares the Lord. Jeremiah 31: 35-37

He will never reject His firstborn son. Not 
even for what they have done, He says. 
And one day the hostile nations will be 
ultimately and definitively defeated. Just 
read Isaiah 63: 1-6 and Revelation 19: 11-16 
and Psalm 2.

 

Israel Has (the) Future
By Rev. Willem J. J. Glashouwer, President Christians for Israel

Jewish Festivals
Tish’a B’Av - The Ninth of Av             
1 August 2017

Rosh Hashana - Jewish New Year  
21-22 September 2017

Yom Kippur - Day of Atonement  
30 September 2017

(COVER PHOTO) - Residents of 
Jerusalem seek relief from 
the heat by refreshing at the 
fountain of Teddy Park, just 
outside the Old City’s Jaffa 
Gate. But the Lord also 
refreshes His people in 
other ways.

In Acts 3:19-21, we read how Peter and John 
heal the lame man at the Beautiful Gate 
after Pentecost. The people are astonished 
at this, so Peter addresses them saying, 
“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your 
sins may be wiped out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the Lord, and 
that he may send the Messiah, who has 
been appointed for you - even Jesus. Heaven 
must receive him until the time comes for 
God to restore everything, as he promised 
long ago through his holy prophets.”

Since then, the people of Israel have 
suffered, awaiting the coming of the 
Messiah. Together with Israel, we eagerly 
await our salvation. As we are nearing that 
moment, events like the creation of the 
State of Israel in 1948 and the recapture of 
Jerusalem fifty years ago are moments of 
refreshment. They are reminders of God’s 
promises of salvation, and they nourish 
the hope of the ultimate coming of the 
Lord Jesus. Then all things will be 
restored.

We also seek to give refreshment to Israel, 
that our support, our prayers, our visits 
and our conversations may be refreshing. 
That we do not come to judge, but come 
with His mercy and faithfulness, as Isaiah 
states: “How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say 
to Zion, your God reigns!”

A Moment of 
Refreshment

Rev. Willem J. J. Glashouwer, President Christians for Israel
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Israeli ambassador has 
returned to Wellington 
months after recall over 
anti-settlement Security 
Council vote.
Israel has restored its diplomatic relations 
with New Zealand, returning its Israeli 
ambassador to Wellington, months after 

the two countries had a 
falling-out over a UN Security 
Council resolution 
condemning West Bank 
settlements.

The announcement by the 
Foreign Ministry came the 
day after New Zealand Prime 
Minister Bill English sent a 
letter to Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
expressing regret over the 
damage to ties that were 
caused by New Zealand’s co-
sponsoring of UN Resolution 

2334. The contentious resolution, also co-
sponsored by Senegal, Malaysia and 
Venezuela and approved on 23 December 
2016, declared that Israel’s policy of 
building settlements in East Jerusalem 
and the West Bank has “no legal validity 
and constitutes a flagrant violation under 
international law and a major obstacle to 
the achievement of the two-state solution 

and a just, lasting and comprehensive 
peace.”

English wrote [in the letter] that Israel’s 
ambassador was welcome to return to 
Wellington, the capital of New Zealand.

Netanyahu responded to the letter by 
instructing Foreign Ministry Director-
General Yuval Rotem to notify New 
Zealand authorities that Ambassador 
Itzhak Gerberg could return to his post.

English’s letter followed a phone call to 
Netanyahu days earlier that was the 
culmination of several months of discreet 
diplomatic contacts led by Rotem and the 
Foreign Ministry’s Deputy Director-
General for Asia and the Pacific Mark 
Sofer.

Israel in December withdrew its 
ambassador and postponed travel rights 
of New Zealand’s ambassador to Israel, 
based in Turkey.

Netanyahu was angry at New Zealand’s 
involvement in the UN resolution, which 

passed with 14 yes votes and the 
abstention of the United States. The 
Israeli prime minister called then-foreign 
minister Murray McCully and reportedly 
threatened to interpret New Zealand’s 
sponsorship as a “declaration of war.”

In February Israel permanently 
downgraded its diplomatic ties with New 
Zealand and Senegal as a punishment for 
the resolution. Jerusalem has no 
diplomatic ties with the resolution’s other 
two co-sponsors, Malaysia and Venezuela.

In June, Israel announced the resumption 
of full diplomatic relations with Senegal 
after Netanyahu met with Senegal’s 
President Macky Sall at the ECOWAS 
summit of West African leaders in Liberia.

Israel recalled its ambassador to Dakar, 
Paul Hirschson, following the passage of 
the resolution, and cancelled its foreign 
aid programmes in Senegal as part of a 
rash of retaliatory steps against countries 
that sponsored the measure.

Current Affairs | Political04

Israel and NZ End Diplomatic Rift
Courtesy of Times of Israel

Ambassador Itzhak Gerberg

ECI calls upon religious 
leaders to help defuse 
tension on Temple Mount by 
condemning further 
incitement to violence.
The European Coalition for Israel has 
called upon religious leaders worldwide to 
help defuse the current tension on the 
Temple Mount in Jerusalem by 
condemning incitement to violence and 
supporting the Israeli authorities in their 
efforts to ensure free and safe access to 
the holy site. In a statement, ECI 
Founding Director Tomas Sandell said 
that “It is simply wrong to blame the 
Israeli government for wanting to protect 
those entering the Temple Mount after 
the recent killings. Metal detectors are 
today a part of standard security 
procedures at holy sites in the world, from 
the Vatican to Mecca. These measures are 
put in place simply to protect people and 
are not meant to deny anyone access”.

The call echoes a recent United Nations 
action plan which encourages religious 
leaders to condemn incitement to 
violence and recognises the strategic role 
that the religious leaders can play in times 
of conflict.

The Israeli government decided to install 
metal detectors at the entrance to the 
Temple Mount after two Israeli policemen 
were killed on the Temple Mount by 
Palestinian gunmen on 14 July. The 
decision to step up security measures on 
the Temple Mount has caused outrage 
among the Palestinian leadership which 
considers the decision an infringement of 
agreements to not change the current 
status quo on the Temple Mount.

Over the weekend (15-16 July) Israeli police 
and Palestinian protesters clashed in the 

streets of Jerusalem, resulting in the loss 
of three Palestinian lives. 

On Friday night (21 July) a Palestinian 
terrorist entered an Israeli home in the 
West Bank, butchering three of the family 
members in cold blood. The Israeli 
government has blamed Palestinian 
incitement to violence for inspiring these 
latest horrific incidents. The recent wave 
of violence has led to growing protest 
actions among Israeli Arabs and 
Palestinians as well as among Muslim 
groups in Europe.

In various statements from Christian 
institutions around the world, from the 
Vatican to the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) in Geneva, Christian leaders have 
pleaded for calm.

In a recent statement from WCC, 
Secretary-General Olav Fykse Tveit called 
upon the Israeli government to 
immediately remove the metal detectors, 
thereby putting the blame for the latest 
wave of violence on Israeli security 
measures and not on the Palestinian 
incitement to violence. The Geneva based 
organisation, which is said to represent 
millions of Protestant Christians, has a 
long history of anti-Israel bias. Recently 
WCC published on its website a 
statement from its member churches in 
the Palestinian territories in which the 
Balfour Declaration of 1917 was described 
as “unlawful” and “marking 100 years of 
oppression”. Therefore rejecting any 
rights for the Jewish people to live in their 
own state in their ancestral homeland, 
rights that were clearly established under 
international law in San Remo already in 
1920. The Palestinian churches further 
urged WCC to step up efforts to boycott 
Israel, which it calls ‘a colonial apartheid 
state’.  Having been very outspoken in this 

way about the Israeli-Arab conflict in the 
past, WCC has issued no statements to 
date on the recent UNESCO resolutions 
which deny any Jewish or Christian 
history in the Holy Land by declaring 
heritage sites, such as the Tomb of the 
Patriarchs, the Temple Mount and the 
Western Wall, as exclusively Muslim holy 
sites. Some observers believe that the 
campaign to pass the recent UNESCO 
resolutions has contributed to the 
increase of tension in Jerusalem.

WCC was recently part of a new UN 
action plan in New York to enable 
religious leaders to contribute to the 
prevention of incitement to violence. The 
UN action plan was developed in response 
to an alarming rise in recent years in hate 
speech and incitement to violence against 
individuals or communities, based on 

their identity. Incitement to violence, in 
public discourse and the media, is both a 
common warning sign and a precursor to 
violent crimes and terrorism. The UN 
action plan is the first document to focus 
on the role of religious leaders and those 
with such influence in condemning 
incitement to violence that could lead to 
such atrocious crimes as we have recently 
seen, and is the first attempt to develop 
context-specific regional strategies with 
this objective.

ECI Founding Director Tomas Sandell 
urged WCC and other religious leaders 
who signed the UN action plan to 
immediately comply with the new 
initiative by condemning any further 
incitement to violence and thus really 
help to defuse tension on the Temple 
Mount.

Leaders Called to Defuse Tension
By Tomas Sandell, Courtesy of European Coalition For Israel

August 2017 
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Israeli police guard at the Lion's Gate, 
outside the Temple Mount, in Jerusalem's Old City
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Short News
Plans Underway for
Construction of Third
Temple in Jerusalem

Rabbi Richman, director of the 
International Department of The Temple 
Institute, says he is committed to 
rebuilding Jerusalem’s Temple Mount.

Israeli Brigade Commander Col. Motta 
Gur captured the Temple Mount in 1967. 
After the capture, he announced: “The 
Temple Mount is in our hands!” 

Retaking the temple was important to the 
Jewish world because the site was where 
King Solomon built the first Jewish 
temple. When that temple was destroyed, 
a second temple was built, only to later 
fall in 70 AD to the Romans. Recapturing 
the site meant the Jews could have their 
long-awaited third temple.

“It would be hard not to see what’s 
happened in the past 50 years as a 
tremendous – not just fulfillment of 
prophecy – but a tremendous jump-start, 
a tremendous fast forward,” Richman said. 
“It’s more than prophetic. It’s like a kiss 
from Heaven. It’s like a divine kiss. It’s like 
an intimate brush with the reality of 
God’s compassion and love. He keeps His 
promises.”

“Today there’s a lobby in the Knesset 
(Israel’s parliament) of how many 
members are speaking about Jewish rights 
to pray on the Temple Mount,” Richman 
said. “There are members that talk about 
rebuilding the Holy Temple. Do you 
realise that 20 years ago these people 
wouldn’t have been given a moment on 
prime time television to say these things. 
They would have been laughed out.”

The Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast launched on 
International Jerusalem Day, 7 June 2017. It 
was initiated by Chairman of the Knesset 
Christian Allies Caucus, Robert Ilatov. 

Christians for Israel International was 
represented by Leon Meijer, Chairman of 
the Board, and Marie-Louise Weissenböck, 
Regional Director of Europe. Edda 
Fogarollo and Chiara Canciani 
represented Christians for Israel Italy.

The day before the Breakfast, Reuvin 
Rivlin, President of Israel hosted the 
Founders and visited the Knesset. 550 
participants from 57 countries attended 
the Prayer Breakfast, which was held at 
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in Jerusalem. 
The event was organised by a team 
around Albert Veksler. 

All present were touched by the unique 
unity of the Spirit, which was clearly 
present. Scriptures were read by MPs 
from various countries, short prayers 

spoken by selected attendees and 
speeches made by different personalities, 
including Josh Reinstein (KCAC - Knesset 
Christian Allies Caucus), MK Michael 
Oren (Deputy of the Prime Minister’s 
Office), Yariv Levin (Minister of Tourism), 
Naim Khoury and others.

In the afternoon, there was a possibility 
for organisations and movements to 

present their visions and work. Leon 
Meijer gave a short introduction to the 
work of Christians for Israel 
International, and showed the corporate 
DVD. It was received with enthusiasm. 

The event closed with a dinner, whereby 
Edda Fogarollo presented Robert Ilatov 
with a mouth blown glass Shofar from 
Venice, a gift from Christians for Israel Italy.

Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast
By Marie-Louise Weissenböck, Christians for Israel Regional Director of Europe

‘Trial Run’ Approved 
for Visits by Lawmakers
to Temple Mount 
After almost a two-year ban on visits by 
Israeli lawmakers to the Temple Mount in 
an effort to quell violence, Netanyahu has 
approved a week-long trial run allowing 
members of Knesset (MKs) to ascend the 
Temple Mount in Jerusalem. This reverses 
an October 2015 decision made during a 
wave of stabbing attacks against Israelis 
and was intended to prevent Arab riots in 
response to Jewish visits to the Mount.

Prayers at Burundi 55th
Independance Day

Drake Kaanabo (pictured above right), 
Christians for Israel Uganda, was invited 
by the Burundian Ambassador H.E Jean 
Bisco Barege (pictured above left) to lead a 
prayer and give a blessing at the 55th 
Burundi Independence Day in Uganda. 

Diplomats and Ambassadors from over 40 
nations were present.

On 1 July 1962, after many wars, Belgium 
granted Burundi independence. The 
Belgian colony Ruanda-Urundi split to 
form Rwanda and present-day Burundi.

From left to right: Marie-Louise Weissenböck, Leon Meijer, Edda Fogarollo, Chiara Canciani
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The key focus of Christians 
for Israel Fiji are monthly 
prayer meetings. They 
already see God opening 
doors through the power of 
united prayer. 
Recently the team joined the first-ever 
Israel solidarity march. Lepani Makubuna 
of Christians for Israel Fiji was excited 
about this significant event: “The march 
was part of ICEJ’s (International Christian 
Embassy Jerusalem) first Oceania 
conference held on 24-27 May 2017 in 
Suva, Fiji. I was privileged as the National 
Leader for Christians for Israel Fiji to be 
invited and partake of this conference. 

Other members of our team were also 
privileged to attend the evening teaching 

and worship sessions. We all 
participated in the public 
prayer meeting that took 
place outside our 
government building 
followed by a solidarity 
march where the marchers 
showcased their love for 
Israel by wearing ‘I Stand 
with Israel’ T-shirts and 
waved Israeli flags as they 
marched and sang 
throughout the parade. 

The march finished with 
prayer and worship at a central park in 
Suva.”

Lepani is eager to build the work in Fiji: 
“While Christians for Israel and ICEJ have 
common grounds but slightly different 

mandates, it is our desire to see us work 
together on a united front with one voice 
for the sake of Israel given our mandate to 
comfort Israel and the Jewish people. 
Where there is unity, the Lord commands 
His blessings!”

First-Ever Israel March: Fiji
By Lepani Makubuna, Christians for Israel Fiji

Since January we have started to visit a 
group of ‘hidden or lost Jews’ located in 
remote villages two hours from Kiev! 
Most of these old Jewish women burned 
their documents during WWII to save 
their lives. It was by chance, through a 
young girl working for a Jewish family in 
Kiev, that we heard about these ‘lost Jews’ 
and started delivering food parcels. Some 
of them were hesitant to let us into their 
small homes, and often said they weren’t 
Jewish because they were afraid. After 
telling them who we were, they slowly 
started to trust us and share their stories. 
One old lady told us: “The Polish and 
Nazis came into my garden, they hated 
the Jews, and they still do.” Her 
grandparents were Jews and were shot by 
the Nazis. “They didn’t consider us as 
people. During the war, everyone was 
poor and afraid. The frontline of fighting 

was right here, they shot Jews 
right where I am standing in 
my garden.” She told us with 
tears in her eyes that when it 
rains, it only falls where Jews 
were killed. The Nazis took 
her mother and shot her at 
the back of their house, and 
took her father, who never 
returned. She hid in the 
basement with her brothers 
and sisters. She is the 
youngest of nine children; only three 
survived the war, the others died of 
starvation. 

When she was nine years old, she started 
working. By the time she was thirteen 
years old, she was milking cows for a 
whole farm. She did that for 37 years. Her 
only son has also passed away, and she 
finishes by telling us, “I wish I were dead!” 

We continue to visit these poor old ‘lost 
Jews’, always with one or two food parcels. 
We seldom distribute food parcels during 
summer, but due to the ongoing war in 
East of Ukraine, thousands of refugees 
and elderly people depend on them. 

Please pray that the Lord will help us to 
comfort these old Jewish women and 
enable us to reach others in remote areas!

Food Parcels for ‘Lost’ Jews
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Aliyah Fieldworker
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Rome Embraces “Shalom Jerusalem”  
By Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, Christians for Israel International

Christians for Israel’s Italian affiliate - 
‘Cristiani per Israele’ – organised an 
impressive conference in Rome on 
Saturday 24 June in recognition of the 
50th anniversary of the reunification of 
Jerusalem in June 1967. The meeting was 
hosted by Comunidade Evangelica 
Internacional Zona Sul church in Rome, 
led by Rev. Fernando de Franca. 

Cristiani per Israele leaders Edda 
Fogorollo and Chiara Canciani, together 
with Berhanu Workineh and their team, 
did a fantastic job to organise this 
conference – the first of its kind in Rome. 
Attended by about 300 participants from 
all over Italy, this conference was the fruit 
of years of hard work raising interest in 
God’s prophetic word regarding Israel and 
the Jewish people. This is very significant, 
given Rome’s historical connection with 
the Jewish people – that has not always 
been a positive one. It was the Romans 
who destroyed the Temple in AD70, and 
in AD135 put down the Bar Kokhba 
uprising, resulting in the slaughter of 
hundreds of thousands of Jews in 
Jerusalem and the dispersion of thousands 
of Jews into the Roman diaspora. Emperor 
Hadrian wiped the name of Judea and 
Israel off the map, replacing them with 
the designation ‘Syria Palaestina’ – thus 
laying the groundwork for the current 
misuse of the name ‘Palestine’ today, to 
erase all Jewish connection with East 
Jerusalem and the Jewish towns of the 
‘West Bank’. The Apostle Paul wrote his 
letter to the Romans to remind the 
Gentile Christians in Rome not to look 
proudly on the Jewish people, but to 
remember that the Gentile believers have 
been grafted as ‘wild branches’ into the 
olive tree in which the Jewish people 
belong to the ‘natural branches’ (Romans 
11). In this light, the Rome conference can 
be seen as a prophetic act to restore the 
gospel of the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ to the 
churches in Rome.

This word has been fulfilled: “Those who sow 
with tears will reap with songs of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, carrying seed 
to sow, will return with songs of joy, 
carrying sheaves with them.” (Psalm 126:5-6)

Israeli Vice-Ambassador Dan Haezrachy 
opened the meeting, expressing the thanks 
of the Israeli government for Christian 
support and friendship in a time in which 
the existence of the State of Israel is under 
increasing attack. 

Rev. Fernando da Franca spoke passionately 
of the need to preach and depend upon 
God’s word. “God’s word is 100% reliable. 
He will fulfil all He has promised.”

Senator Lucio Malan encouraged the 
participants to express their concerns 
about Italian government policies 
regarding Israel. For example, the Italian 
government recently approved massive 
investments by energy concern ENI in 
Iran – that maintains its intent to destroy 
Israel. Senator Malan condemned the 
tendencies of Israel’s enemies to deny 
historical realities. “We must defend the 
historical validity of both the Old and 
New Testaments. The presence of the 
Jewish people in the land is, in fact, one of 
the greatest proofs of the truth of God’s 
word”. On a more positive note, in May 
2017, Italy was one of only ten nations to 
vote against a UNESCO resolution 
condemning Israel’s unification of 
Jerusalem. Malan: “This was a result of 
many people expressing their objections 
to Italy’s earlier votes in support of similar 
resolutions, as well as fervent prayers.” 

Rev. Willem Glashouwer (President, 
Christians for Israel International) reflected 
on the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation. He emphasised that 400 
years of rationalism in Europe have 
resulted in a lack of faith in the truth of 
God’s word. Combined with the theological 
blockades in the hearts and minds of 
Christians, this has led to an inability to 

understand the current affairs in the 
Middle East. “The church again needs a 
deep reformation. We need to change the 
roots of our replacement and fulfilment 
theologies that have crept in over the 
centuries. It is time to stand on the 
authority of God’s eternal covenants with 
Israel. God is a faithful God, who does what 
He says. He is restoring Israel, in order to 
establish the Kingdom of Heaven on earth 
when Jesus returns.”  

Prof. Edda Fogorollo (Chair, Cristiani per 
Israele) gave an impassioned and detailed 
presentation on the troubled historical 
and spiritual relationship between Rome 
and Israel. Edda began with the 
Maccabees with its lowest point being the 
destruction of the Temple in 70AD and 
the massacre of hundreds of thousands of 
Jews in 135AD, the renaming of Judea as 
‘Syria-Palestine’, and the destruction of 
Jewish connection with the land. 

Andrew Tucker (Executive Director, 
Christians for Israel International) spoke 
about the prophecies of Zachariah 12, who 
describes Jerusalem in the end times as 
“the cup that sends the surrounding 
peoples reeling”. This is exactly what we 

are witnessing today - it is Israel’s 
neighbours who are time and again 
sponsoring United Nations and UNESCO 
resolutions rejecting the reunification of 
Jerusalem, and demanding its re-division 
and the establishment of “East Jerusalem” 
as the capital of the claimed “State of 
Palestine”.  Similarly, Jerusalem is an 
“immovable rock” – no matter what the 
nations try, they cannot defeat or divide 
the city. There is no doubt that the 
nations will “gather against Jerusalem”, in 
all likelihood on the basis of United 
Nations resolutions. But the Lord Himself 
will intervene to protect His people and 
destroy Israel’s enemies. 

Prof. Magdi Cristiano Allam, former 
Muslim, journalist and politician gave his 
personal testimony of how he came to 
have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“Europe is being threatened by radical 
Islam. It is time for the Church to awake, 
and to defend our civilisation based on 
Judeo-Christian values.”

The conference finished with a beautiful 
concert of Israeli music by Birgitta 
Johanna Lundvall from Jerusalem. 

August 2017 
Av - Elul 5777

From left to right: Chiara Canciani, Israeli Vice-Ambassador Dan Haezrachy, Edda Fogarollo

Sitting across from me in a 
bustling Parisian brasserie, 
young French Yael shares 
with me her dream of 
making Aliyah. 
Only 22-years-old, she has decided to 
make Aliyah this year, along with her 
father and brother. But what is it exactly 
that convinced her to emigrate, being a 
young Parisian lady?  “Israel is a dream”, 

she tells me, “I can go out 
on the streets whenever I 
want, and I don't have to 
worry what I look like or 
how I behave. In France I 
do. I don’t wear my Star of 
David because I’m afraid I 
will be harassed verbally or 
physically.”

Yael is constantly aware of 
how to act so she doesn’t 
draw attention to her 
Jewishness. The opposite 
is true for Israel.  

“I remember last year, when my family 
and I flew to Israel,” she continues, “When 
I saw the skyline of Tel Aviv from a 
distance, with all its lights, I was so 
moved. Israel is like a dream. Every time I 
return to France, it depresses me. It’s in 
Israel where we can be free, celebrate our 
feasts and be Jewish altogether.”

French Jews Making Aliyah
Many French Jewish people feel the same 

connection with Israel as Yael does, but 
not all are following through with their 
Aliyah. 

Aliyah from France in 2016 decreased 
considerably. According to the Jewish 
Agency’s annual report, only 6000 people 
made Aliyah, compared to 7876 persons in 
2015. In an interview with the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency, the head of Jewish 
Agency, Natan Sharansky, attributes this 
to a slightly greater sense of security than 
the year before. Moreover, housing prices 
in Israel are very high, and French 
diplomas are often not officially 
recognised in Israel. 

This does not mean French Jews do not 
want to make Aliyah. Sharansky points 
out there are at least 9000 active files for 
those who are seriously considering 
emigrating. For a lot of them, it remains a 
dream of their “coeurs”, in their hearts, to 
return to the land of Israel. Therefore, let 
us pray the French Jews have courage in 
their decision-making to make Aliyah, to 
find freedom in Israel.

Rachel Poot studied French and finished her 
master's degree in Cultural History on anti-
Semitism in France in the 19th century. 

On behalf of Christians for Israel, she resides 
in Paris to assist the Aliyah work in France. 

Aliyah in France  

For many Jews in France, the decision 
to go to Israel is very difficult. The 
Jewish Agency For Israel (JAFI) pays 
for their airline tickets, however, they 
have to pay for their luggage. On top 
of that, their belongings have to 
shipped to Israel by container. But 
how can you afford that if you have 
limited or no savings? And how do 
you sell any of these belongings for a 
fair price if people know that you are 
about to move? 

In cooperation with Ebenezer 
Operation Exodus, Christians for 
Israel assists the French Jews. We 
visit the people, listens to their needs 
and help them to move. 

Dream Comes True for French Girl
By Rachel Poot, Christians for Israel International

Photo Credit: David Salem, The Jewish Agency for Israel



The scene is a cold January day in 
Manchester, north of England. The year is 
1906. In the heart of the city, a private 
suite in the well-known Queen’s Hotel 
provides the venue for two men to meet 
for the first time and confer. One was a 
distinguished politician, a 30-year veteran 
of British Parliament; the other a young 
researcher in the School of Chemistry at 
Manchester University.

The politician, 58-year-old Arthur James 
Balfour, the Scottish-born 1st Earl of 
Balfour, had barely a month earlier 
stepped down from his position as British 
Prime Minister, only to watch his 
Conservative party suffer defeat in the 
January elections.

The young Russian-born chemist who 
now sat opposite him had completed his 
education in biochemistry in Switzerland 
and Germany. At age 31, he had just 
moved to England in the previous year, 
and become involved in the Zionist 
movement. His name was Chaim 
Weizmann. 

Eight years after this meeting, Britain and 
Europe would stand on the brink of the 
First World War; a war during which this 
young chemist would develop a brilliant 
new technique of producing solvent 
acetone, a substance vital to the 
production of munitions and a boost to 
the British war effort. 

Three years into that War, with Lord 
Balfour serving as British Foreign 
Secretary under Prime Minister David 
Lloyd George, the British Government’s 
foreign policy would be in part shaped by 
the conversation about to take place at the 
Queen’s Hotel. What had been politely 
arranged by Lord Balfour’s secretary as a 
fifteen-minute briefing on Zionism for 
Lord Balfour took a different turn.

Balfour sat opposite Weizmann with his 
long legs stretched in front of him, an 
imperturbable expression on his face as he 
listened to the passionate young Russian. 
Weizmann was emphatic that there could 

be no national home for the Jewish people 
anywhere on the face of the earth other 
than in the biblical land of Israel. 

Balfour’s brow furrowed. British 
Government policy at that time was 
beginning to favour the concept of a 
Jewish homeland, but the plan was to 
offer the Jewish people territory in Africa - 
Uganda to be precise - a new homeland, a 
land fertile and rich in resources. 

Weizmann would not entertain this idea: 
“If Moses had come to witness this [the 
Uganda proposal], he surely would have 
broken the tablets yet again.” This jolted 
Balfour as he began sizing up the 
implications of what he was hearing. “Are 
there many Jews who think like you?” he 
queried. 

Weizmann wondered whether Balfour 
was listening only out of politeness. How 
could he convince this elder statesman 
that for the Jews there could only ever be 
one homeland?

Weizmann leant forward in his chair and 
addressed the British statesman: “Mr 
Balfour, supposing I were to offer you 
Paris instead of London, would you take 
it?” Balfour was intrigued. He 
straightened himself and looked intently 
at Weizmann. “But Dr Weizmann, we 
have London.”

 “That is true,” Weizmann responded 
softly, measuring his words to maximise 
their impact: “But we had Jerusalem when 
London was a marsh!”

The room fell silent. The words sank in 
and began to do work in Balfour’s heart. 
Later he would comment to his niece: “It 
was from that talk with Weizmann that I 
saw that the Jewish form of patriotism was 
unique. Their love for their country refused 
to be satisfied by the Uganda scheme. It 
was Weizmann’s absolute refusal even to 
look at it which impressed me.”

We are approaching a significant 
anniversary. It will be almost 100 years 
since the British Cabinet under the 
leadership of Prime Minister David Lloyd-
George, a God-fearing man who knew the 
Scriptures, with Lord Balfour serving as 
Foreign Secretary, resolved to position 
Britain in support of the Jewish people 
being gathered once again in a homeland 
in the ancient territory of Israel. Cabinet 
met on 31 October 1917; the Balfour 
Declaration would be issued two days 
later. 

On the very same day that the British 
Cabinet made this resolution, British and 
Allied forces under General Edmund 
Allenby broke through Turkish defences 
at Beersheba and opened the road to 
Jerusalem.

In a beautiful testimony of the 
faithfulness of Almighty God and the sure 
fulfilment of His Word, Israel was re-
established as a nation on 14 May 1948, 
and Chaim Weizmann became her first 
President. He served in this role until his 
death in 1952.

Image credits: Shutterstock
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100 Years Ago: Road to Zion
By Pete Stucken, Chairman Operation ExodusEbenezer 

Short News

Israel 1967: An Israeli stamp of Dr. Chaim
Weizmann, the first president of Israel, devoted 
to the 50th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration

Israel 1967: An Israeli stamp of Lord Arthur James 
Balfour, British Foreign Secretary, devoted to the 
50th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration

Modern Technology
Exposes First Temple
Era Inscription
A First Temple era inscription, hidden for 
almost 3,000 years, has been exposed 
through advanced imaging technology by 
Israeli researchers at Tel Aviv University. 
The inscription was found on the back of 
a pottery shard that has been on display at 
the Israel Museum for over half a century.

The ostracon, an ink-inscribed pottery 
shard, was first found in poor condition in 
1965 at the fortress of Arad in southern 
Israel. It dates back to 600 BCE, the eve 
of the kingdom of Judah’s destruction by 
Nebuchadnezzars of Babylon.

The inscription on its front side opens 
with a blessing and discusses money 
transfers. While its front side has been 
thoroughly studied, its back was 
considered blank. Using multi-spectral 
imaging, three new lines of text were 
revealed. The researchers were able to 
decipher 50 characters, comprising 17 
words, on the back of the ostracon. The 
content of the reverse side implies it is a 
continuation of the text on the front side.

Ancient Menorah Tablet
Shows ‘Clear Jewish
Presence’ in Caesarea

The Land of Israel continually reveals 
hidden treasures, testifying to its rich 
history and the Jewish People’s deep and 
long-lasting ties to its land. This time, 
archaeologists discovered an extraordinary 
1,500-year-old mother-of-pearl tablet 
etched with a menorah in the ancient 
town of Caesarea. The tablet dating back 
to the late Roman-Byzantine period of the 
4th or 5th centuries CE, points to a clear 
Jewish presence at Caesarea.

Archaeologists speculate the pearl 
menorah tablet was likely part of a 
structure used to hold a Torah scroll. The 
slab was uncovered near the temple 
devoted to Augustus Caesar, constructed 
by King Herod in the 1st century BCE.
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Twelve youngsters for twelve days in the 
land! Cooking together, touring together, 
studying Bible together, cleaning together 
and escaping the snores of one another 
together… what a way to Experience 
Israel! 

For most of the group, it was the first 
time in Israel. Highlights included hiking 
Masada, joining local youths at the 
Western Wall for the calling in of Shabbat, 
worshipping in Christ Church and 
receiving expert teaching on the legal, 
political and social complexities of the 
modern state from Calev Myers, Johannes 
Gerloff and Benjamin Philip among 
others.

Sara (31) from Vienna most appreciated 
time to talk with soldiers on the border of 
the Gaza Strip, and at the end of the trip 
concluded that she was impressed by how 

open-minded, friendly and  considerate 
Israelis were. Visiting ALEH Negev (a 
permanent community for the severely 
disabled) was a special experience for Sara, 
who not only wants to return to the land, 
but looks forward to being “an 
ambassador for Israel” in Austria.

Aron (17) from the Netherlands was very 
moved during his time at Yad Vashem, 
and enjoyed sleeping overnight at the foot 
of Masada in a Bedouin campsite. 
Describing his time in Israel as a “spiritual 
experience,” he got into the groove by 
jumping on my shoulders as we danced 
with young Jewish guys at the Western 
Wall for a boisterous calling in of Shabbat.

Nick (21) from Melbourne thought it was 
positive to experience and learn about the 
Jewish traditions, especially their 
observance of Shabbat and the Jews’ deep 

connection to the land. Politically 
engaged in back home, Nick was intrigued 
to learn doing our tour of the Knesset that 
Israel has only a single electorate. His 
highlight was meeting IDF soldiers in 
person.

Making the most of having a smaller 
group than last year, the second annual 
Experience Israel became like a family, as 
we were introduced to the land of Israel 
and together grew in understanding of 
God’s plan.

Experience Israel 2017
By Matthew Thorn, Christians for Israel International Coordinator of Isreality

Dinner with the locals youths in Jerusalem
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The New Jerusalem
By Tobias Krämer, Christians for Israel Germany
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The New Testament rests on two points 
of reference: the First and the Second 
Coming of Jesus. The texts begin with the 
First Coming of Jesus (the ministry, 
death/resurrection of Jesus) and point to 
his Second Coming (the return of Jesus). 
Two other subjects are usually associated 
with the Second Coming: the resurrection 
of the dead, and the final judgment. The 
history of humankind is heading toward 
this triad. It is amazing that the New 
Testament writers demonstrated restraint 
in describing what happens after these 
end events. Most of them are silent, 
except for the visionary John, who offers a 
fascinating perspective in Revelation 21-22. 
In spite of all the difficulties in 
interpreting this passage, there are a few 
fundamental principles within.

The final two chapters of Revelation are 
the conclusion of a wide-scoped 
prehistory which begins in chapter 17. 
Holtz titled this section “The Culmination 
of History” (NTD 11), and Ritt speaks of 
the “Evolvement of the Final Judgment” 
(NEB 21). The earth will systematically be 
delivered from all powers opposed to God:

• 17:1-19:10 The fall of “Babylon the 
Whore,” which is Rome—the capital of 
the Roman Empire, known for murdering 
Christians. It represents the anti-
Christian world power during the end 
times. It falls in grand style—the first step 
in the deliverance process.

Ÿ 19:11-21 Judgment of “the Beast,” “the 
False Prophet,” and humanity at enmity 
with God. The Beast and the Prophet, 
which are the right and left hands of the 
Devil, end up in the “lake of fire” and 
vanish forever. Humanity, which is 
operating against God, meets its death 
and ceases to exist - the second step in the 
deliverance process.

Ÿ 20:1-10 The Devil, being the head of 
everything evil, is the only one left. He 
will be locked away for 1,000 years, during 
which Christ will rule with the martyrs. 
After that, he will attempt a large-scale 
comeback but fail miserably. He, also, 
ends up in the lake of fire. With that, the 
trinity that opposed God (the Devil, the 
Beast, and the False Prophet) is forever 
overcome—the earth is free!

Ÿ 20:11 Now God arrives on the scene, 
symbolised by a “great white throne.” The 
earth flees from his presence. It cannot 
exist before God because it is drenched in 
the blood of the martyrs. Death and 
mortality characterise it. In this 
condition, it is unable to be God’s new 
world of salvation. It has to be renewed.

Ÿ 20:12-15 The dead rise. They are placed 
before the throne and judged. Only those 
whose name is found in the “book of life” 
are allowed to live forever. The others end 
up in the lake of fire, where death and hell 
also wind up, and where the Devil, the 
Beast, and the False Prophet are already 
dwelling. Now the way has been cleared 
for the new thing God desires to 
accomplish (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:20-28).

At this point, you might expect that the 
events would continue in heaven—that 
Jesus would take his own into heaven and 
live with them there in the heavenly realm 
forever, united with God. But that is not 
what happens. The visionary’s gaze 

remains fixed on this world. He sees a 
new heaven, a new earth, and a New 
Jerusalem (21:1-5). He retains this 
perspective until the very end. According 
to John, eternity does not take place in 
heaven, but rather on earth! On the new 
earth, certainly, but on the earth 
nonetheless.

Chapter 21 marks the beginning of the 
new thing: “I am making everything new!” 
(21:5). It is even more surprising that this 
new thing is an apparent continuation of 
the old. Heaven, earth, and Jerusalem are 
known entities and, although they are 
“new,” they remain what they always had 
been - namely heaven, earth, and 
Jerusalem. But what exactly is new about 
this heaven, earth, and Jerusalem? The 
passage provides answers:

• That which is new regarding heaven 
and earth is that there will be no more 
crying, nor death, nor mourning, nor 
pain. This all belongs to the past (22:1-4). 
The new world is not a different world, 
but rather the redeemed world (cf. 21:24-
22:2). The world becomes whole and 
replaces the broken world—that is the 
message (cf. Romans 8:20-22).

• That which is new regarding 
Jerusalem is somewhat different. The city 
will be clothed and filled with the glory of 
God (21:11). This glory is largely revealed in 
the vision that follows: symmetric 
structure, walls of jasper, gold, pearls, and 
precious gems - all of these symbolise God’s 
glory radiating in Jerusalem (21:11-21). The 
New Jerusalem is not a different Jerusalem. 
It is Jerusalem filled with God’s glory.

It is curious that this New Jerusalem came 
down out of heaven (21:2,10). This raises 
the following questions: “Why was there a 
second Jerusalem in heaven?" and “Why 
did God send this Jerusalem to earth 
rather than taking his own into heaven?” 
These questions, however, do not do 
justice to the passage. That is to say; the 
heavenly Jerusalem is none other than the 
earthly one. Revelation 21:10 states this 
plainly: “And he [the angel] … showed me 
the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God.” There is only 
one Jerusalem, and this Jerusalem is 
coming down to earth out of heaven. 

That raises another question: “How did 
Jerusalem come to be in heaven?” This 
question is not answered in our passage. It 
is clear, however, that in 20:9, Jerusalem is 
still on the earth, but in 21:2+10, it comes 
down out of heaven - this differs from 
what comparable early Jewish texts assert. 
What happened between those two 
passages?

In 20:11, the earth “flees” from God’s 
presence, and in 21:1, it returns. Now it is 
the “new earth” and is reinstated, ready to 
serve. But what about Jerusalem? The 
situation is different for Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is not just any other city. This 
city is God’s city, the “Holy City” (21:2, 10). 
It is not to be renewed, but rather 
glorified and this can only happen in 
heaven. It can, therefore, be concluded 
that Jerusalem is carried away into 
heaven, glorified there, and then sent 
back to the earth as the “New Jerusalem”-
the “bride beautifully dressed” (21:2, 9-14). 
This completes the visions of the 
visionary.

In my opinion, the statement being made 
by these visions is that the earth is to be 
renewed, redeemed, and transformed, but 
Jerusalem is to be filled with the glory of 
heaven. After that, the two rejoin and 
form the place where God and man live 
together for eternity. These processes are 
necessary since only the glorified 
Jerusalem and the redeemed earth are 
suitable for eternity.

This brings us to the final scene, in which 
the relationship between the New 
Jerusalem and the nations is described. In 
21:3, Jerusalem is already the “dwelling place 
of God among the people.” God will dwell 
among the people. They are his people, and 
he is their God. This vision is developed 
further toward the end (21:24-22:5).

1. God dwells in the city. “The throne of 
God and the Lamb will be in the city” (22:3), 
and no longer in heaven where it once was 
(4:2, 20:11, 21:3). God moves his seat of 
government downward, to the New 
Jerusalem.

2. The nations of the earth walk in the 
light of the city and bring their honour 
and glory into the city. The city is without 

question the centre of attention, the “hub 
of the world.”

3. A river flows from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb, ultimately serving the 
nations. The salvation of God reaches the 
nations and sustains them.

Thus, a lively exchange takes place 
between Jerusalem and the nations. 
Salvation reaches out to the nations, and 
the nations bring in the honour. But who 
lives in the city? The “servants” of God do. 
They serve God, see his face, and his name 
will be on their foreheads (22:3-4). 

In Revelation, these “servants” (douloi) are 
a special group. They primarily include 
prophets, bearers of revelation, and 
martyrs, but especially Israel (7:3-4). These 
servants of God are privileged - they are 
allowed to serve inside the city, while all 
the others are a part of the nations living 
on the outside. But the promise that 
concludes the visions is crucial: “They will 
reign for ever and ever” (22:5). From this 
time on, the servants of God control the 
fate of the world! And that settles the 
struggle for the rule of the world once and 
for all.

The magnificent scope of John’s visions 
can hardly be clearly understood. That 
was not my aspiration. But it is clear that 
the visionary has afforded us a glance into 
eternity, and that he sees this eternity 
here on earth - with Jerusalem as the 
centre and God himself dwelling in the 
city. Isaiah 2:1-5 says, in essence, the same 
thing! Thus, the horizon remains the 
same, before and after Jesus. The history 
of the world heads toward a kingdom of 
peace, which the Messiah will one day set 
up (cf. Isaiah 11). 

In the end, an intact world will stand, 
where God and his Messiah will reign 
together with the servants—forever. This 
process is embattled and subject to 
resistance. It is comparable to the pains of 
childbirth (Matthew 24:8, Romans 8:22). 

Ultimately, however, the Messiah will 
prevail, and God will be “all in all”              
(1 Corinthians 15:28). Then the purpose of 
history will have been fulfilled.
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Short News

When summer turns to autumn, the 
Jewish people celebrate the autumn 
festivals: Rosh Hashanah (New Year), the 
Day of Atonement, and the Feast of 
Tabernacles. Rosh Hashanah is the first 
day of the seventh month of the Biblical 
calendar, the month Tishri. The first 
month, according to the Bible, is Nissan, 
in which Pesach falls (Ex. 12:2). The first 
day of the seventh month is mentioned in 
Leviticus 23:24 and Numbers 29:1. There, it 
is called a day of ‘blasting the trumpet’. 
The name Rosh Hashanah, or New Year, 
appears in Ezekiel 40:1. Tradition has 
connected this to the day of the trumpet. 
As this is the day from which Sabbatical 
years and Jubilees are counted, it is also 
considered the beginning of the calendar 
year, whereas the ‘first month’ refers to 
the festival cycle. 

On the eve of Rosh Hashanah, the 
sanctity of the day is marked by eating 
bread dipped in honey (instead of salt, as 
on the Sabbath). Furthermore, apple is 
dipped in honey and eaten as a symbol of 
the wish for a ‘sweet year’. 

The day is characterised by the blasting of 
the shofar, the trumpet or horn, in the 
synagogue. During Rosh Hashanah, at 
least a hundred tones are blown on the 
shofar, in various rhythms and lengths. 
The shofar proclaims God’s kingship (in 
the liturgy of Rosh Hashanah, Psalm 47 
has a prominent place) and calls on people 
to repent. In the prayers, God is addressed 

as “our Father, our King”. Also, Jewish 
tradition explains, the sound of the shofar 
reminds God of the binding of Isaac, thus 
pleading for His mercy for the people of 
Israel. The story of the binding of Isaac 
(Genesis 22) is read in the synagogue. 

Repentance is a central theme for the ten 
days from Rosh Hashanah until Yom 
Kippur (Day of Atonement). These ten 
days are known as the ‘Days of Awe’. Rosh 
Hashanah is understood to be the day of 
judgment. God is described as sitting on 
His throne of judgment, determining life 
and death for each and every one. Those 
who are perfectly just are inscribed in the 

book of life, those who are incorrigibly 
wicked are in the book of death. Those 
who are mediocre are written in the book 
of mediocrity, but the judgment on them 
is suspended until Yom Kippur. When 
they repent, they will be inscribed in the 
book of life on Yom Kippur. 

The ‘tashlich’ ceremony on the afternoon 
of Rosh Hashanah, preferably near 
streaming water, symbolises that one 
casts away the sins they have committed. 
Traditional Jews wish each other a “good 
year and the conclusion of a good seal”, 
that on Yom Kippur they may be sealed in 
the book of life for the next year. 

What is Rosh Hashanah?
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

Jewish men blowing the shofar of Rosh Hashanah (ram's horn). The Jewish High 
Holidays in Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. Photo Credit: Shutterstock

Millions of Christian
Evangelists ‘Ready to
Take Action’ for Israel

The strategic importance of Christian 
Zionism was featured at the 2017 Herzliya 
Conference, one of Israel’s most prominent 
annual policy summits. Organisers describe 
the conference, as a platform that 
“facilitates and encourages an informed 
debate on the most pressing issues on the 
national and international agendas.”
Leading Israeli officials routinely address 
the Herzliya gathering, but one session 
stood out from the rest due to how it 
opened: with prayer.
“Heavenly Father, we thank you for this 
time of engagement together between 
Israel and the Jewish people and Christian 
friends. We ask that this be productive and 
effective,” said David Parsons, vice president 
and senior spokesman for the International 
Christian Embassy Jerusalem (ICEJ), an 
organisation that represents millions of 
Christians, churches, and denominations to 
the nation and people of Israel.
Evangelical Christianity is “the fastest-
growing faith movement in the world,” 
boasting as many as “700 million 
believers” and adding 50,000 new 
adherents daily, with each new “believer” 
representing another potential advocate 
for Israel, Parsons said.
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The Anti-Israel Agenda
Book Review by Matthew Thorn, Christians for Israel

Inside the Political War on the Jewish State. Edited by Alex Ryvchin

Setting the bar high, Ryvchin succeeds in 
articulating and then deconstructing the 
contemporary anti-Israel agenda with the 
help of an impressive panel of experts 
including Alan Dershowitz, Colonel 
Richard Kemp, Alan Johnson and Andrew 
Tucker. From their diverse vantage points, 
the authors lucidly shape a 3D model of 
this multifaceted beast, before exposing 
the chinks in its armour. 
Ryvchin begins by running the reader 
through the logical yet miraculous story 
of Jewish national restoration, before 
boldly asserting that according to 
international law, Israel is more legitimate 
than any other state. The Anti-Israel 
Agenda’s overall contention is that having 
failed to defeat Israel through 
conventional warfare, the Palestinian 
leadership has internationalised and 
politicised the conflict through 
infiltrating the world’s corridors of power. 
While the book is mostly confined to the 
plight of the Jewish nation and its short-
term future, in his introduction Ryvchin 
hints at - but does not extrapolate - a 
broader significance of the conflict: that 
“acceptance of the Jews will not be 
complete until the national home of the 
Jewish people is treated as equal among 
the nations.” Implications of Jewish 
national security for other nations is 
largely left unexplored and is treated as 
beyond the scope of this book.
In turn, The Anti-Israel Agenda tackles 
ten strategic angles from which attacks on 
Israel have been most crippling. 

These angles can be divided into three 
components: (1) events; (2) organisations; 
and (3) tactics. An understanding of key 
historical moments, the bodies most 
active behind them, and strategies utilised 
will prove helpful to all readers in 
discerning the rules for this new form of 
warfare. For instance, Professor Gerald M. 
Sternberg’s explanation of the “Halo 
effect” uncovers a typical coalescence 
between components: (1) The UN World 
Conference against Racism held in 
Durban, South Africa in 2001 chaired by 
Mary Robinson was (2) attended by over 
1500 prominent Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGO’s) which (3) produced 
a comprehensive battle plan (now known 
as the “Durban Strategy”) for the ensuing 
NGO-led political delegitimisation of 
Israel. By achieving consensus on the 
carefully crafted rhetoric of human rights 
and international law, the Durban 
Strategy spawned the Boycott, 
Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) movement 
which has fervently worked towards 
political and economic isolation of Israel 
ever since. As with many case examples 
provided throughout the book, the 
Durban Conference crumbled once it 
gained enough momentum to invite 
external scrutiny, with Mary Robinson 
confirming reports of overt Jew-hatred by 
admitting to the BBC that “there was 
horrible anti-Semitism present.” However, 
by the time international media had 
begun to publish such criticisms, the 
demonisation of Israel had already been 

effectively communicated and widely 
received.
From the UN to American campuses, 
Trade Unions to the Church, 
Governments to Social Media: each expert 
explains the process through which their 
area is demonstrably vulnerable to 
infiltration by radical groups. The 
underlying ideological, political and 
theological motivations of such groups 
are shown to be deeply intertwined and 
far-reaching.
Stylistically, the book varies greatly 
between chapters, as the reader is made to 
rapidly shift their attention from the 
highly political explanations of journalists 
to anecdotal dialogue of Jewish 
community leaders; from the dogmatic 
arguments of acclaimed international 
lawyers to scholarly exegeses of a 
theologian; and from the broad, sweeping 
commentary of NGO leaders to a precise 
report and blunt advice of a military 
colonel. Yet, a common narrative of the 
Anti-Israel Agenda slowly develops: it is a 
model of well-established ideological 
groups, who without an obvious next 
crusade or freedom fight, have glocalised 
their agenda into a narrative of 
“Palestinian national liberation” in which 
Israel is viewed as a colossal imperialist 
power and the Palestinians as oppressed 
and displaced victims. This simplification 
has been enthusiastically received by the 
hard-left and is revealed to have seeped 
into a policy of the United Nations, state 
governments, labour unions and student 

bodies. While most of these bodies 
eventually realise the mistakes they have 
made and retracted statements, positions 
and policies; The Anti-Israel Agenda 
demonstrates that the damage has already 
been done. In this game, Hamas’ 
objectives are no longer military success 
or a fact-based and coherent narrative, 
but short-term strategies which 
increasingly delegitimise the state of 
Israel. It is not a positive agenda, but a 
negative one spurred on by the solipsism 
of journalistic activism, emotive social 
media posts and unscrupulous policies.
Sharp and to the point, The Anti-Israel 
Agenda examines ten angles from which 
today’s Israel is most vulnerable. The rules 
have changed. Ryvchin’s panel offers an 
authoritative and cohesive case for the 
modern state of Israel, one that will 
appeal to open-minded people who can be 
persuaded by fact-based logic and 
empirical arguments.
If you would like to purchase this book, go 
to www.anti-israelagenda.com.
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It’s nice and warm inside, 
and the air is filled with the 
aroma of freshly made food. 
“Try it yourself,” Benjamin 

says enthusiastically. “This 
is the menu for today.” 
Benjamin helps himself to a 
plate of food as well. 

“Poverty in Israel has permeated society,” 
shares Benjamin Philip, director of the

Hineni Centre in Jerusalem. “There’s an 
older lady who comes here with her 
grandson. Her daughter works during the 
day, so she looks after the boy. No matter 
how hard her daughter works, she doesn’t 
make enough money to pay for a good 
meal. She might make just enough to pay 
the rent. Because grandma can look after 
her son, the daughter can work, and 
hopefully, will prevent the little boy from 
ending up in poverty in the future.  

I can go on forever telling these kinds of 
stories. All the people you see here, all 
have their own story. None of them 
chooses to live in poverty, but it does 
happen. You can’t just stand by and watch. 
If I can help people with a meal, I will.” 

But by giving them just a meal, 
people still remain poor.

“Maybe, but you can’t abandon them to 
their fate. The first thing you have to do is 

give them food. Plus, with Hineni, I hope 
to give a little more.” 

What do you mean? 

“It’s not just about the meals. We make 
sure that visitors feel welcome, we talk to 
them, and we listen. We make sure the 
dining room looks welcoming, and we 
provide meals that could be served in a 
restaurant.” 

Why? 

“We’re talking about people. You have to 
treat people with respect. It should never 
be that, just because they have no money, 
we allow the dining room to be a mess or 
the food to be crummy. You should treat 
them the same way you would want to be 
treated yourself.” 

You say that with conviction. 

“Yes, it’s a command. Just look in the 
Bible. I believe in the Bible, and I let it lead 
me.” 

A Shortage of Meals Every Day
By Marijke Terlouw, Christians for Israel Netherlands

An older lady with her grandson. Her daughter 
doesn’t make enough money to pay for a good meal 

A Privilege to Help 
Hunger in Israel? Isn’t that the land of 
‘milk and honey’? 
True, but Israel is also a modern state with huge differences 
between rich and poor. The government tries to solve this 
but is behind the times. 

That’s why it’s so important to support the work of the 
Hineni Center, that wants to give so many poor, elderly and 
children a hot meal every day. What a privilege to be able to 
help! 

By Pim van der Hoff, Christians for Israel International 

Benjamin Philip, Director of Hineni Jerusalem
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Life for Christians in Bethlehem is often 
not easy. There is a high rate of 
unemployment and poverty. Rev. Naim 
Khoury and his church have been active 
for a long time. Naim preaches about 
God’s faithfulness towards Israel and the 
Jewish people, but his love for Israel is not 
accepted in Bethlehem. Naim and his 
church face opposition, intimidation and 
even violence, yet he continues with his 
important work. We recently received a 
letter from him that we’d like to share.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Greetings to you from Bethlehem! 

We hope and pray this finds you well, as 
you seek diligently to do the Lord’s will for 
your life and His Kingdom of Heaven! 

We want to tell you about our different 
‘summer programmes’ and what we have 
been working on. 

Let us keep His light shining! 

Vacation Bible School for Children 
We’re expecting about 200 children this 
summer, with activities such as learning 
Bible stories, singing and praying, reciting 
Bible verses and crafts. We rent vans so 
we can pick-up and drop-off the children 
and take them swimming. We also invite 
their parents to join us so we can talk to 
them too. Each child is provided with 
refreshments and snacks.

Family Camps
During the summer months, we take 
families from our church on a two-day 
refreshing trip with their children. As you 
can imagine a lot has to be arranged; we 
hire buses to take the families to the 
northern part of the country, arrange for 
their accommodation and also their 
meals. 

For the parents, we provide a special 
programme, and for the children there are 
lots of activities and games. The majority 
of the time is devoted to preaching, choir 
singing and prayer time, followed by time 
for discussion and fellowship. 

A special youth programme is arranged 
too.

We pray that our funds will be sufficient 
to enable us to continue organising these 
summer activities. These programmes are 
for people who live under a lot of stress 
and pressure due to the unrest in the area. 
Many of them face financial difficulties, 
and anxiously look forward to having a 
break. A few days away for these families 
helps to release the tension, refreshes and 
reenergises them, enabling them to face 
new challenges as we as we head into the 
new season after summer. 

Please pray that our needs will be met.  
We appreciate your kindness and 
whatever the Lord leads you to give 
towards these special summer activities. 

Thank you for your support as we serve 
the Lord! For, without your help, it would 
not be possible to keep doing what we are 
doing for His glory! All is for Jesus and He 
is worthy of all service of sacrifice!

In His Service,

Elvira & Pastor Naim Khoury

Summer Camps in Bethlehem
By Pastor Steven Khoury, President Holy Land Missions
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Letters of the Aleph-beit: Kaph
The original sign of the kaph probably 
represented an open hand. The Hebrew 
word kaph still means the palm of the 
hand. From there on the sign developed 
as we know it today, and that still 
somewhat resembles a bent hand. Out 
of the Phoenician writing (a mirrored k), 
the Greek letter kappa, and the Latin 
(our) k, originated.

The kaph has two pronunciations: at 
the beginning of a word as a k, and in 
other positions in the word usually as ch 
(as in Scottish ‘loch’). This is the way it is 
pronounced in Tenakh, the abbreviation 

designating the Hebrew Bible, although 
it is the first letter of the word Ketuvim 
(Writings). The other two main parts are 
Torah and Nevi’im (Prophets).
In Psalm 139:5 we read (literally): “You 
have laid your hand palm upon me.” 
That is the way in which God creates 
man. 
The ‘kippah’, the skullcap pious Jewish 
men wear, is an expression of this 
awareness of the presence of God’s palm 
upon your head. God also says that He 
has engraved Zion on the palms of His 
hands (Isaiah 49:16).

The word kaph is associated with the 
Hebrew verb kaphaph, which means ‘to 
bend’. The kaph is bent, and thus 
represents surrender: to bend before a 
higher authority. The kaph symbolises 
the surrender to the King of kings. 
The numerical value of kaph is twenty. 
In Numbers 7:86, that produces a sort of 
wordplay, where the Hebrew literally 
reads: “Ten, ten the kaph”. 
The kaph here is the golden dish (or 
spoon, as you could also translate) for 
the incense that weighs ten shekels – or 
twenty after all? 

The Hebrew word Keter (crown) begins 
with the kaph. According to the 
Talmud, the kaph represents the crown 
with which God in the coming world 
will crown him, who keeps the 
commandments. 

In the Mishna, Tractate Avot (4:13), it 
says: “There are three crowns - the 
crown of Torah, the crown of 
priesthood and the crown of monarchy 
(cf. Exodus 19:6)  - but the crown of a 
good name outweighs them all (cf. Eccl. 
7:1). Israel is crowned with the Torah. 
That is the reason for her existence. 

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

Horrific Events 75 Years Ago in Ukraine
On April 22, 1942, Ukrainian 
police and Nazi death camp 
prisoners turned up at the 
ghetto gates to take the 
children away.

Uman, Ukraine - As veterans across 
Europe turned out for annual ceremonies 
to commemorate the end of World War ll, 
some 70 Christians and Jews gathered in a 
forest clearing in central Ukraine, to 
unveil a memorial to 1,000 Jewish children 
murdered by the Nazis in April 1942.

The event, on the outskirts of the city of 
Uman, was an ode to reconciliation. A 
German pastor from Heidelberg, Johannes 
Zink, asked forgiveness on behalf of 
“fathers and grandfathers who may have 
been involved” in Nazi atrocities. A 
Jerusalem rabbi, Chaim Eisen, spoke about 
the importance of building bridges.

Local and district authority 
representatives lauded the twinning 
between Uman and the Israeli coastal city 
of Ashkelon, and promised that local 
pupils would look after Jewish graves. 
Ukrainian schoolchildren lit memorial 
candles and recited poetry. 

Yet just three days before, in a country 
with a history of anti-Semitism, Ukrainian 
nationalists daubed Nazi swastikas and 
the words “tolerance is weakness” on 
headstones in a Jewish cemetery in 
Cherkasy, some 185km to the northeast. 
That event was reportedly the first of its 
kind to happen in years. But it was a 
reminder of the ease with which 
frustration over a failing economy. 
Ukraine’s war with Russian-backed 
separatists in the east has caused a steep 
rise in prices, sparking waves of 
nationalism that are quickly turned 
against Jews.

Were it not for the presence of older 
memorials to political prisoners and other 
non-Jewish victims of World War ll, one 
would not guess that the mounds that 
seem to continue forever in the forest 
where the commemoration took place 
were actually mass graves, part of one of 
Uman’s main Nazi killing grounds from 
1941 onwards.

The memorial to the children was funded 
by Christians for Israel, a Dutch-based 
organisation that supports Jewish 

immigration to Israel. Ukrainian 
authorities do not provide memorials 
specifically for Jewish victims of the Nazis, 
so all such monuments are the result of 
private initiatives.

Today, Uman has a small ageing, Jewish 
community and a new influx of Jewish 
pilgrims attracted to the tomb of the 18th-
century Hasidic Rabbi Nahman of Breslov. 
In 1941, when the Germans invaded, it was 
home to some 15,000 Jews. By the end of 
1942, more than 10,000 of them had been 
murdered.

The memorial, next to which children’s 
toys had been poignantly placed 
commemorates one of the most gruesome 
events of that time. In April 1942, the 
city’s Nazi commandant summoned local 
ghetto leader Haim Schwarz to tell him 
that the Jews had until April 22 to hand 
over 1,000 children, aged three to 10. “The 
Germans said the children were to be sent 
to an orphanage,” said Karl Epstein 
Uman’s Jewish community leader and one 
of around 2,700 Holocaust survivors still 
living, in 42 communities, across Ukraine. 
“Schwarz said it was impossible. The 
Nazis said they would round up the 
children themselves if the Jews were 
unable to do it.”

So Schwartz returned to the ghetto and 
met with Jewish leaders, deliberating with 
them for two days. Their eventual decision 
was to “sacrifice the children in order to 
protect the rest of the community.” On 
the appointed day, April 22, Ukrainian 
police and Nazi death camp prisoners 
turned up at the ghetto gates to take the 
children away. Those who could not be 
ripped from their mothers or fathers were 
taken together with their parents. All of 
them were driven not to an orphanage, 
but to this forest where pits had already 
been dug. They were then shot dead in a 
massive killing spree, after which their 
corpses were covered with dirt.

The assembled guests and dignitaries 
stood in shock at the ceremony as school 
principal Ludmilla Dozenko described 
how in August 1941, in a separate incident, 
the Nazis ordered a group of Jews in the 
nearby village of Talnoy to gather their 
belongings prior to being “taken to work”, 
but then took them to a patch of forest 
nearby to be gunned down and covered in 
soil. Some of the Jews had come with 

children, including one woman who had 
brought her two-year-old girl. “Two boys, 
aged six and seven, managed to climb out 
of the pile of bodies at night,” Dozenko 
said. “But the pile was still moving.”

“The wife of a local policeman happened 
to walk by. She was too afraid to take the 
boys, she just urged them to run away 
from the area but she managed to pull out 
the two-year-old girl and get her to a safe 
house with a Ukrainian family.” 

Then Dozenko pointed to an elderly 
woman sitting with other survivors on a 
row of stools. “That two-year-old, Nina 
Levenberg, survived, and is with us today.”

In September 1941, 1,000 Jews, including 
doctors, lawyers and teachers, were 
herded into a vast basement in Uman 
before the doors were locked and a car 
exhaust was shoved through a hole in the 
wall. Just one person survived, a small boy, 
Yevgeny Emass, who had managed to 
breathe oxygen by pressing his nose 
against a crack in the wall and escaped 
without being noticed when the Germans 
opened the doors. Now elderly, he too was 
at the dedication ceremony.

Oxana Suprunets, leader of the Uman 
district council, said four city schools had 
been charged with taking care of the 
many unmarked mass graves in the forest. 
“We are all one people. We don’t separate 
between Jews and Ukrainians or people of 

any other nationalities,” said Galina 
Kutscher, another official. 

Despite isolated events, such as the 
vandalism attack in Cherkasy, historian 
Dr Boris Zabarko, chairman of the 
Ukrainian Association of Holocaust 
survivors, told the Times of Israel, “There 
is no anti-Semitism from the government 
today. 

Now, Ukraine has a new enemy in 
Russian President Vladimir Putin (widely 
seen as responsible for the ongoing war in 
eastern Ukraine), so they’re paying less 
attention to the Jews.”

Not all schools teach about the Holocaust, 
and those that do are only obliged by the 
school curriculum to allocate 55 minutes 
to the subject, Zabarko added.

Two Holocaust research centres, in 
Dnipropetrovsk and Kiev, were doing 
their best to inform and train teachers 
who were interested in learning, he said. 

Zabarko, 81, who survived the war, now 
lives in Kiev and has published six books 
on the Ukrainian Holocaust, in several 
languages. 

Why did he remain in Ukraine after what 
he went through? “I interviewed around 
1,000 survivors, witnesses to what had 
happened and I’m still publishing books,” 
he said. “If I hadn’t done that, who else 
would have done it?”

By Sue Surkes, Courtesy of  Times of Israel

Ukrainian schoolchildren recite poetry at the unveiling of a memorial to 1,000 
Jewish children massacred by the Nazis in a forest in Uman in 1942
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BOOKS | TEACHING RESOURCES QTY COST    

o Jerusalem Magazine - 50th Anniversary (Pre-order) ___     $25

o Why Israel? Book by W. Glashouwer ___     $20

o Why Jerusalem? Book by W. Glashouwer ___     $20

o Why End Times? Book by W. Glashouwer ___     $20  

o Why Israel? (Trilogy Book Bundle)  ___ $40 Save $20

o Why Israel? DVD by W. Glashouwer ___     $25

o Why Jerusalem? DVD by W. Glashouwer ___     $25

o Why End Times? DVD by W. Glashouwer ___     $25 

BOOKS | TEACHING RESOURCES              QTY COST   

o Why Israel? Study Guide by W. Glashouwer ___     $20

o Why Jerusalem? Study Guide by W. Glashouwer ___     $20 

o Why End Times? Study Guide by W. Glashouwer ___     $20 

o Why Israel? (Book, DVD, Study Guide)  ___     $45 Save $20

o Why Jerusalem? (Book, DVD, Study Guide)  ___     $45Save $20

o Why End Times? (Book, DVD, Study Guide)  ___     $45Save $20

o Israel: Covenants & Kingdom Book by W. Glashouwer ___     $20 

o Quick Studies by Graeme Lee ___     $20 

                                                             TOTAL $_____ 

We have known 67-year-old Michael for 
many years. His only son has attended 
many activities over the years organised 
by the Jewish Agency, including summer 
camps! Michael knew that he would go to 
Israel one day, however, as often happens, 
that ‘journey’ was often postponed.

Michael was then struck with severe 
diabetes. It was so bad that the doctors 
said that they had to amputate both his 
legs! Michael was shocked. He realised 
that it meant he would slowly die. The 
amputation cost a lot of money, and there 
was no rehabilitation! He asked the Jewish 
Agency for advice. They were shocked to 
hear of Michael’s situation. After many 
calls between Jerusalem and Vinnitsa 
(Ukraine), they suggested that Michael and 
his wife make Aliyah as soon as possible. 
Upon arrival in Israel, he would be taken 
to hospital for a thorough investigation.

It was like the fast forward button was hit. 
Within a day, an interview at the Israeli 
Embassy in Kiev took place, visas were 
obtained, and they left for Israel. 
Fortunately, the Israeli Embassy has an 
emergency procedure in place for 
situations like this, but is mostly used for 
Jewish war refugees from the east of 
Ukraine. But there was one more 

problem: the doctors in Ukraine had not 
issued an official statement. Michael 
needed it for his flight to Israel, but he 
decided to leave at his own risk. 

Finally, after many weeks, we received a 
call from his wife. She thanked everyone 
for their help. After a thorough medical, 
the Israeli doctors decided not to 
amputate his legs, just a small part of his 
right foot. Michael is doing well, and is 
currently in rehabilitation, waiting for a 
prosthesis. 

Because they are new immigrants in 
Israel, everything was paid for by 
insurance. Michael feels like he’s been 
reborn! “Israel saved my life,” he 
responded happily. Their son is also soon 
leaving for Israel, then the whole family 
will be together. 

Help with  
Transportation

Only a few Jews from Ukraine leave 
so quickly. It is a process that often 
takes a long time. Nevertheless, 
more and more people want to get 
their documents ready so that when 
it is needed, they can quickly leave 
Ukraine. They often have to travel 
huge distances to reach the Embassy 
or Consulate. 

Christians for Israel assists with 
transportation by using our own 
vans or by hiring small and large 
buses to bring groups to the embassy 
or airport. The average cost for the 
full process is NZ $300, per person. 

Please assist our Aliyah work. You 
can fill out the response coupon 
below.

PLEASE COMPLETE FORM & POST WITH CHEQUE TO:
Christians for Israel New Zealand,
PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642

INTERNET BANKING:
Bank Account No: 030166 0834515 00
Ref: Your name & donation purpose
Please confirm by emailing info@c4israel.org.nz

N.B. Receipts are generated annually at the end of the financial year. 
Christians for Israel NZ does not currently qualify for charitable 
status. However, we will be reviewing our application next year.

MY DETAILS:
Name: ______________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
 ______________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________
Email: ______________________________________

First Home in the Homeland

Summer is a time for many Jewish 
families that are still in diaspora to 
think about going back home. 
Families with children usually plan 
their Aliyah at the end of August to 
coincide with the start of the school 
year in September. Summer is a 
season of dreaming, planning and 
packing for the Jewish community. 

The Jewish Agency, with the support 
of Ofek Israeli, organised three 
Aliyah fairs and seminars in different 
places around the world in June.

>>  Kiev (Ukraine)              
The Aliyah fair in Ukraine was huge, 
with 40 organisations from Israel 
attending, and over 2500 visitors. 
Volunteers from Christians for Israel 
Ukraine and Elena Kovarsky, the 
director of the First Home in the 
Homeland, worked together to 
present options to Jewish families 
on how to properly start a new life 
in Israel; real issues such as learning 
Hebrew and helping children to 
adapt to the new environment. 
Israel hopes shortly to welcome 
thousands of Ukrainian Jews to their 
new home. Thanks to the practical 
support from Christians for Israel 
Ukraine, this dream of Aliyah will 

By Orly Wolstein, First Home in the Homeland Project Manager 

News from

come true for many olim. When they 
arrive in Israel, we are there to take 
them to one of our 44 kibbutzim of the 
"First Home in the Homeland" all over 
Israel! 

Samara (Central Russia), 
Syktyvkar (North of Russia) 

In Samara, some participants that had 
already applied for the programme 
managed to have an additional 
interview with Elena Kovarsky. She was 
able to give them an answer during the 
meeting and gave them their new 
address as of 1 September.

In Syktyvkar, the Jewish community is 
quite small; historically it was a place of 
deportation during Soviet repressions. 
However, sixty participants attended the 
seminar and learned more about Jewish 
traditions and the meaning of Aliyah.

Pricing includes post & packaging throughout New Zealand
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